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McCook, Neb., college to ofter creation science class

From the McCook, Neb.,
Daily Gazette

Jim Garretson has loved sci-
ence for aslong as he canremem-
ber. As a child he staged chemi-
cal magical shows for his family.

He studied all sorts of things
under the microscope. He gazed
atthe heavens in wonder — espe-
cially when the things he learned
in school differed with what he
learned in church.

The McCook Community Col-
lege Science Instructor said by
the time he was in the eighth
grade he decided to become a sci-
ence teacher.

“Discovery was just a part of
my life,” he said.

Yet, he also grew up in a Chris-
tian environment. Throughout
grade school, high school and
into college, there was always
conflict between the teachings of
the church and the science in the
classroom.

“For many years this was a
problem for me. Evolution just
didn’t make good sense and for a
number of reasons,” he said.

Then about 10 years ago, he at-
tended a seminar on creation sci-
ence. Garretson said creation sci-
ence looks at the same evidence
that evolutionary science looks
at, but from a different perspec-
tive, that is to say, from a Bibli-

cal perspective.

Now Garretson wants to offer
that perspective to students —
many who still struggle with the
same conflicts he encountered.
This fall, he will teach “Physics
2990: Creation Science” as a spe-
cial topics class.

He knows that offering the
course will likely stir up the
sometimes controversial debate
of “Creation vs. Evolution”
which asks the fundamental
questions:

“How did we get here? Were
we created or did we evolve ran-
domly? Are we the product of
purposeful intelligence or are we
merely the end result of countless
cosmic accidents?”

Garretson said many great sci-
entists from the past were cre-
ation scientists even before the
term was coined. They believed
that God created the universe just
asis stated in the Bible. He points
out that even today many of the
world’s top scientists, who are
experts in their field, are cre-
ationists.

He said the conflict need not be
there for those who will take the
time to study other options.

“I’mnot going to attack evolu-
tionists and I’m not going to try
and convert people to the cre-
ationist view, I just want offer a
different viewpoint,” Garretson
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I’m not going to attack evolu-
tionists and I’m not going to try and
convert people to the creationist

view, | just want to offer a different

viewpoint.”

Jim Garretson,

McCook, Neb., Community College

said. “Presenting opposing view-
points is just part of being an edu-
cator.”

Garretson contends that de-
bates have two sides to an argu-
ment but believes on the public
debate of evolution and creation
science — at least in public
school systems — only one side
has been presented.This is your
chance to hear the other side.
Maybe it will change your way of

thinking and maybe it won’t, but
at least you will have heard both
sides of the issues,” Garretson
said.

“This better prepares you to
make your own decision as to
what you want to believe in.”

The class will explore many
topics relating to many different
areas of science including:

The age of the earth, the earth’s
beginning, and where the earth is
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The Garden of Eden and life on
earth before the flood and the ma-
jor changes which have taken
place since that time.

Dinosaurs in the past as well as
in the present.

The flood, ice ages, mountain
formation, coal and oil forma-
tion, and the Grand Canyon.

History of evolution through
the ages and the effect it has had
on the world as well as many very
influential people.

What is taught in school text-
books, without factual support-
ive evidence.

Garretson is excited about the
opportunity to offer this class at
McCook Community College.

The class is geared toward tra-
ditional college age students but
is open to everyone and is being

offered on the Fall 2007 class
schedule under the physics sec-
tion (PHYS 2990 Creation Sci-
ence) Tuesday evenings for three
hours of credit.

Space will be limited to 30 stu-
dents.

“College should be a fun expe-
rience for students,” Garretson
said. “Yes, there are always
courses that are challenging and
courses that may not be of inter-
est, but are still required. But,
once in a while, why not take a
course just for the fun of it?”

For Garretson, that fun class
was instrumental music. He said
his music class was a great break
from the endless hours of study
required as a science major.

“Why not take a class that will
allow you to see life as we know
it from a different perspective?”
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&/ and make energy-conscious
7. upgrades to your home

The Kansas Energy Efficiency Program is
a new statewide initiative that provides
low-interest loans for income-eligible
homeowners to make energy-efficient
home improvements.

It’s easy! The Kansas Housing Resources
Corporation funds half of the home
improvement loan with ZERO interest (up to
$7,500). Sunflower Bank funds the rest. Total loan
amounts may be higher as determined by Sunflower.

CONTACT SUNFLOWER BANK AT 1-888-827-5564
OR VISIT WWW.SUNFLOWERBANK.COM

Certain restrictions apply. For complete details, consult:
www.kshousingcorp.org/programs/KEEP.shtml or call 1-800-752-4422.

Treasures from the Seven deas

* 3 nights at Angel Fire, NM Gold Coast Condo
State Bank of Hoxie & Grinnell

* $100 Savings Bond

* 1 Month Single Membership & 10 Tans
* 2-1/2 Hogs and Processing

* Spa Retreat
* 4 Night's Stay at the Academy Hotel
¢ 2001 Exclusive Response Vehicle

¢ 10kt White Gold Diamond Sapphire Heart Pendant

¢ $100 Tree of Choice

Saturday, March 31, 2007

Buffet dinner = 5:30 pm
Colby Community College Endowment Foundation Scholarship Benefit Party Auction
Comfort Inn Convention Center — Colby, Kansas

LISTED BELOW ARE A FEW OF THE ITEMS DONATED:

¢ 18K & Sterling Salmon Quartz Lorenzo Pendant
¢ KSU Football Season Tickets

Beringer Hardware
Bart & Tammy Chavez

Jump Start Fitness
Grinnell Locker

CCC Nursing Dept
KLOE/KKCI/KWGB

Keller Automotive Supply

Stock Realty

Goodell Greenhouse & Floral

¢ 1983 Imported French Wine

¢ $200 Chamber Bucks
¢ New Holland Wagon
¢ 20 - 30 Second Spots
¢ Framed Print

¢ 2 Truck Alignments

Butch Herbel
Homeland Real Estate
Western State Bank

****Tickets Still Available****

For reservations, call 785-460-4684

¢ Burt’s Bees Basket
¢ 1920’s Still Life Print

Live auction - 7:00 pm

* CD Player & Gift Certificates

¢ Child Size Wooden Giraffe

¢ 3 Gift Certificates

¢ 2 Steak Dinner Certificates
@ Weed Bater. .o, Owens True Value Hardware

* 4 rounds Skeet Shooting & lessons w/Stan Edmundson

¢ Personal Concert in your Living Room
¢ Dinner for 2 at the Buckhorn

* Massage

o VIP Passes to Celebration on the Hi-Plains

* 1/2 Hog Processed
¢ $75 Gift Certificate

Donelan Jewelry
Colby RotaryClub
Emerald Edition
Mike Boss

Burger King

Christopher’s Classic Woodworks

Pizza Hut
Montana Mikes

Colby Trap Club
Mark Schultz
Mitten’s Truck Stop

Northwest KS Physical Therapy

Colby Chamber of Commerce

Oakley Premium Meats

Schultz’s Ltd.

Thank you to all the area individuals and businesses who
donated items to help make the auction a success!

The CCC Endowment Assocation would like to thank everyone who
helped orgnize the Auction, as well as all donors and buyers. Without
you, our evening would not be a success.

DON'T MISS OUT ON THE FUN!!I




