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More to the Irish than St. Patrick’s Day
According to Encyclopedia

Britannica the average of age
American consumes approxi-
mately 21.6 gallons of beer per year.
This averages out to slightly less
than one cup of beer per person per
day.

The average Irishman, on the
other hand, consumes approxi-
mately 37.3 gallons of beer per year
which averages out to slightly more
than 1.5 cups of beer per person per
day.

Globally, this rates Ireland as the
second most beer-thirsty country in
the world just behind the Czech
Republic, but well ahead of Ger-
many.

Although the thirsty Irish are
widely known for their drinking
habits - they have spawned one of
our most unique holidays in St.
Patrick’s Day, one of the cleverest
creatures in the leprechaun and
some of the most celebrated people
in history — literary and otherwise.

Ernest Shackleton was born Feb.
15, 1874, in Kilkea, Ireland. He was
a member of the National Antarctic
Discover Expedition in 1902 with
Robert F. Scott but was far more
famous for the Endurance Expedi-

tion that began in 1914.
The purpose of the Endurance

Expedition was to cross Antarctica
from the Weddell Sea south of the
Atlantic to the Ross Sea south of the
Pacific Ocean. This expedition
ended in failure however when ice
closed around the Endurance Ship
part way through and stranded the
crew.

One of the greatest survivor sto-
ries ever told was Shackleton’s res-
cue effort that successfully brought
all 28 sailors — minus the Endur-
ance Ship — back to Britain. Ironi-
cally, many of this Irishman’s later
day health problems were not con-
nected to his adventures but rather
his alcohol addiction. Shackleton’s
story can be found in John
McCain’s book “Character is Des-
tiny and Ice Story: Shackleton’s

Lost Expedition” by Elizabeth
Kimmel.

James Joyce is another famous
Irishman. A literary giant, Joyce is
probably most noted for his land-
mark novel Ulysses which is quite
simply about the day in the life of
two Dubliners - Stephen Dedalus
and Leopold Bloom.

As simple as the plot is, this novel
is considered by many to be one of
the most influential novels of the
20th century. Interestingly though
- until Dec. 6, 1933, Ulysses was
banned in the United States for the
reason of obscenity.

On Dec. 6, 1933, however, Judge
John M. Woolsey overturned this
ban writing, “I am quite aware that
owing to some of its scenes
‘Ulysses’ is a rather strong draught
to ask some sensitive, though nor-

mal, persons to take. But my con-
sidered opinion, after long reflec-
tion, is that whilst in many places
the effect of ‘Ulysses’ on the reader
undoubtedly is somewhat emetic,
nowhere does it tend to be an aph-
rodisiac. ‘Ulysses’ may, therefore,
be admitted into the United States.”

James Joyce was a great author in
elite company with few other Irish
countrymen. But a number of his
counterparts including Clive
Staples Lewis, Oscar Wilde,
George Bernard Shaw and William
Butler Yeats can also be counted
among the world’s literary greats.

However, while the literary gi-
ants are small in number in Ireland,
the number of teetotalers might be
fewer. Celebrate the Irish tomorrow
by wearing a wee bit of green and
remember that they can write as
well as they drink - but don’t forget
to keep your beer intake to the
American Average — one cup!

Happy St. Patrick’s Day.
Pioneer Memorial Library is lo-

cated at 375 W. Fourth and open
seven days a week.  For more infor-
mation contact the Library at 460-
4470 or visit our web site at
www.colbylibrary.com.

Bestsellers
HARDCOVER FICTION
1. “Nineteen Minutes” by Jodi

Picoult (Atria)
2. “Whitethorn Woods” by

Maeve Binchy (Knopf)
3. “Shopaholic and Baby” by

Sophie Kinsella (Dial Press)
4. “Step on a Crack” by James

Patterson, Michael Ledwidge
(Little, Brown)

5. “Sisters” by Danielle Steel
(Delacorte)

6. “Innocent in Death” by Nora
Roberts, writing as J.D. Robb
(Putnam)

7. “The Watchman” by Robert
Crais (Simon & Schuster)

8. “The Double Bind: A Novel”
by Chris Bohjalian (Shaye
Areheart Books)

9. “For One More Day” by
Mitch Albom (Hyperion)

10. “Plum Lovin”’ by Janet
Evanovich (St. Martin’s)

NONFICTION/GENERAL
1. “The Secret” by Rhonda

Byrne (Beyond Words)
2. “In an Instant: A Family’s

Journey of Love and Healing” by
Lee Woodruff, Bob Woodruff
(Random House)

3. “Women & Money: Owning
the Power to Control Your Des-
tiny” by Suze Orman (Spiegel &
Grau)

4. “You: On A Diet: The
Owner’s Manual for Waist Man-
agement” by Michael F. Roizen,
Mehmet C. Oz (Free Press)

5. “I Feel Bad About My Neck:
And Other Thoughts on Being a
Woman” by Nora Ephron
(Knopf)

6. “The Audacity of Hope” by
Barack Obama (Crown)

7. “A Long Way Gone: Mem-
oirs of a Boy Soldier” by Ishmael
Beah (Farrar, Straus & Giroux)

8. “Somebody’s Gotta Say It”
by Neal Boortz (HC)

9. “The Best Life Diet” by Bob
Greene (Simon & Schuster)

10. “The Hardcore Diaries” by
Mick Foley (World Wrestling
Entertainment)


