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Rehearsing a scene
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April Gee, left, and Tess Brown, right, members of the Colby High School forensics team, rehearsed while waiting their turn to
perform Thursday during a home forensics meet. The two were doing improvised duet acting, where students draw characters
and situations and make up a skit.

TISHA COX/Colby Free Press

Kansas National Resource Council EZ

to follow oftice restructuring plan

By Andy Burr
National Resources Conservation
Service

In response to a news release is-
sued by the Kansas Farm Service
Agency Feb. 15, State Conserva-
tionist Harold L. Klaege of Salina,
said that the Natural Resources
Conservation Service would follow
the plan proposed by the Farm Ser-
vice Agency in consolidating of-
fices across the state.

The National Resources Conser-
vation Service and U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture Service Cen-
ters affected are in Cottonwood
Falls, Coldwater, Olathe, Junction
City, Howard, Yates Center, Medi-
cine Lodge, Elkhart, Alma,
Leavenworth, and Gove.

“With budgets becoming tight for
federal agencies,” Klaege said,
“USDA partners are trying to find
ways to effectively and efficiently
serve their clients and in NRCS’s
case, get more conservation on the
land.

“As a USDA partner, it makes
sense that Conservation Service
and Farm Service Agency locate
together to serve their clients.”

As part of the process, the Farm
Service Agencies will hold public
meetings in the counties where of-
fices are proposed being closed.

“It is our intent that office con-
solidation be a smooth transition,”
said Klaege, “and that farmers and
ranchers records be available in the
county where the USDA Service
Center is located or if the client de-
sires, a neighboring county.

“Regardless of the office loca-
tion,” he said, “farmers and ranch-

ers should be assured that the Na-
tional Resources Conservation Ser-
vice will be there to serve them and
to provide the conservation techni-
cal assistance they want and to de-
liver the voluntary programs that
Congress has authorized and
funded.”

Some programs are the Environ-
mental Quality Incentives Program,
Wildlife Habitat Incentives Pro-
gram, Wetlands Reserve Program,
and others.

“Today, with the latest portable
technology at their fingertips, such
as laptop computers, geographic
information system technology,
printers, cell phones, and more, the
conservation service field staff can
meet with afarmer orrancheron the
land and develop a conservation
plan on site,” said Klaege.

“This is how Hugh Hammond
Bennett, the father of the soil con-
servation movement during the
Dust Bowl days in the 1930s, envi-
sioned conservation planning, by
walking the land with the farmer or
rancher.”

In Kansas, the National Re-
sources Conservation Service has
an office in 103 counties. In De-
cember, the Sedan Field Office con-
solidated with the Howard Field
Office.

The national conservation ser-
vice office and local conservation
districts have shared office space
and equipment and office staff since
the passage of the Conservation
District Law in the late 1930s.

A steering committee made up of
representatives from the Kansas
Association of Conservation Dis-
tricts, the State Conservation Com-
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Needed: Caring couples
to be House Parents

Married couples create nurturing homes for boys, average
age 12-17, on modem Omaha Home for Boys campus.

® Nationally recognized training ® Rewarding for couples

53 y ® 843,200 starting salary

The Omaha Home For Boys
4343 N. 52nd St., Omaha, NE 68104 e www.omahahomeforboys.org
(Call 1-800-408-4663, Monday-Friday

® Excellent benefits

Sponsored by the Kansas Problem Gambling Fund.

What have you got to lose
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Regardless of
the office location,
farmers and ranch-
ers should be as-
sured that the Na-
tional Resources
Conservation will be
there.”

Harold Klaege,
state conservationist

mission, the KACD Employees’
Organization,and NRCS are work-
ing together to determine how local
conservation districts will maintain
apresence in their county when the
national conservation service of-
fices consolidate.

As new information becomes
available, the National Resources
Conservation Service will make
those details available orin Thomas
County, call 462-7671 or stop by
their office, 915 E. Walnutin Colby.

Since 1994

Holdings, Inc.

make all your
dreams come true...

So you’ve got the ring, set

the date, booked the
church...Now it’s time to
register. Amy and Jaton are
ready to help you with all the
details. Select the Perfect Gift
Ideas from our Gift Gallery-
Cuisinart appliances, Mikasa
crystal & tableware, Zyliss
kitchen gadgets, Park table lin-
ens and braided rugs. Plus fur-
niture, lamps, pillows, bedding
and SO MUCH MORE!
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Step Inside and
Feel at Home

&

Home
Furnishings

462-2222

%

APY*

9.75

Available for IRA and non-IRA investments.
Call today 800-765-1254 or www.atsholdings.com

9.75% APY applies to $25,000 minimum investment. Additional rates and terms offered with invest-
ments starting at $1,000. This announcement is neither an offer to sell or a solicitation of an offer to
buy subordinated notes. An offer can made only by the Prospectus dated September 1, 2006. To

request the prospectus call 800-765-1254.  Available to Missouri, Kansas, and Illinois residents only.

Pastors push case

WICHITA (AP) — Acoalition of
pastors Thursday called on the Leg-
islature to use a little-known statute
to order the new attorney general to
prosecute a Wichita abortion pro-
vider.

Former Kansas Attorney General
Phill Kline told reporters separately
before the pastors’ news conference
that he was invited by the group to
attend the event, but that the legis-
lative effort comes from them.
Kline, now district attorney in
Johnson County, said his role was
to help the pastors understand the
issues and to provide a general over-
view of the law.

“I don’t think it is right to be let
go,” Kline said of the case against
Dr. George Tiller, noting that two
judges had found there was prob-
able cause that a crime has been
committed.

While still attorney general,
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Hours: 8 am to 4 pm
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460-2901 (8 am-12:30 pm)
443-9208 (12:30 pm - 4 pm)
If possible call for Reser-
vations by 11 am the pre-
vious business day. Pro-
vided to Colby, Brewster,
Gem, Menlo, Rexford
and a Portion of Oakley
m as needed.
i Part by the KDOT i
Public Transit Program”
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Kline filed 30 misdemeanor
charges in December alleging ille-
gal late-term abortions had been
conducted at Tiller’s clinic. Those
charges were dismissed after
Sedgwick County District Attorney
NolaFoulston objected on jurisdic-
tional grounds. Incoming Attorney
General Paul Morrison declined to
pursue the charges.

“We have an investigation going
inregards to Dr. Tiller and if we find
evidence of a crime, we will file
new charges,” Ashley Anstaett,
spokeswoman for Morrison’s of-
fice, said Thursday. “Those 30
charges are not really applicable
anymore.”

Non-surgical treatment
of hemorrhoids.

John D. Ferris, MD
will be at:

291 15th Street
Burlington, CO

Wed., March 21

Sat., March 24

For information

or appointment, call
1-800-593-0009
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TUNE INTO 91.9

Modern Rock Music - 7 days a week!
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A bil that is before the Kansas House
Transportation Committee right now could change
that. This bill proposes to strengthen our novice,
graduated driver system (GDL) of licensing.

Why is improving our novice driver

licensing system so important?

o Vehicle crashes are the No. 1 killer of teens.

¢ 80 deaths, 7,000 injuries and 16,000
accidents per year means nearly $630 million
in accident costs for Kansans.

e Kansas is one of only five states without
an intermediate stage of licensing between
a permit stage and fullprivilege licensing.

o Six out of 10 Kansans killed in crashes involve
15-to 17-year-old drivers.

o The greatest risks to novice drivers are
driving at night and distractions of other young
passengers.

What will the proposed system do?
¢ Provide a one-year, adult-supervised driving
period, which is proven to significantly reduce

AN IMPORTANT SAFETY MESSAGE FROM @7

Motor vehicle crashes
are the No. 1 killer of teens.

crashes in other states by 25% to 50%.

* Provide a six-month intermediate stage that
continues adult-supervised driving after 9 p.m.
and limits the number of non-sibling passengers
under the age of 21 to one passenger.

e Maintains the current Farm Permit.

e Restricts the use of wireless communication
devices by novice drivers.

More than 95% of parents — and most teens
— that have experienced this GDL system in other
states approve of it. It's time for Kansas to join the
rest of the nation in protecting our novice drivers
and giving parents the tools they need. Your
urgent action will encourage their support of this
improvement to the Kansas GDL, which will save
hundreds of lives and thousands of injuries.

Please contact your legislator
at 1-800-432-3924 today!
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VISIT HOXIE!!

SCHC

The Road to Wellness in Morthwest Kansas

SHERIDAN COUNTY HEALTH COMPLEX

e Hospital ® Hoxie Medical Clinic
e Long Term Care Center ® Assisted Living

Hoxie Medical Clinic
John France M.D. - Kaylee Watkins, ARNP-C

785-675-3018
826 18th ~

Selden Community Clinic
Kaylee Watkins, ARNP-C - OPEN WEDNESDAYS!!

785-386-4380
112 N. Kansas ~ Selden, KS

Hoxie, KS

Hoxie Business
Directory

Advertising pays!!
Give Emily a call TODAY!! 462-3963

1-70, Exit 93

Grainfield, KS 67737

BEST PRICES,
BEST SERVICE,
BAR NONE!

PJ & Loadtrail Flatbeds ¢ PJ Tiltbed & Dump Trailers
Travalong & Titan Horse & Stock Trailers

Atchison Hay Trailers °
Pronghorn

MIKE & JANET BAINTER

Doolittle Cargo Trailers
Truck Beds

785-673-5100



