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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

qu, SAL! THERE’S ABSOLUTELY NO WAY
YOUR MOM CAN STAY WITH US WHILE THEY
FIX HER APARTMENT!

DON'T YOU
REMEMBER HER
THANKSGIVING

VISIT2 I HAD TO
LIGHT A WHITE
CANDLE JUST
TO REPEL THE

STENCH OF EVIL!

WELL, THE SMELL OF
HER AQUA NET. BUT
MY POINT REMAINS
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne

WHAT ARE X A BOOK ABOLIT
YoU WRITING \ MY ADVENTURES
IN YOUR | ON THIS I15LANP
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Blondie ® Chic Young

¥ wiaT oI Y& "Tooay wAS PRETTY &
vouwere FS S ERETTY
TOOAY 2

YESTERDAY 7

I CAN REMEMBER MY VERY FIRST
DATE WITH CORA... [ WAS IN HER
HOMETOWN ON BUSINESS, AND
INVITED HER OUT TO DINNER
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WHY, JULIUS, T HAD NO IDEA
YOU WERE SO SENTIMENTAL

OF COURSE | AM
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[ COULD NEVER FORGET A
DEDUCTIBLE ITEM LIKE THAT
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www.Blondie.com

OUR LOSINGTHE
WAR GAMES?

YOUR GOLF?2
THE FIRE IN
THE MESS
HALL?Z OUR
BUDGET
cuT?

NO! ) [ THEN LEGGINGS AND
/__; A SEIRT.
ARE YoV )

FIPDING?/ (" uariS AND A

‘ SNEATSLIRT?
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UM..THEN HOW ABOUT SWEAT-
PANTS AND A HoODIE?

THeN | TF T DoN'T DIsAGREE
WHY...7? ] WITH SOMEBODY FIRST
THING INTHE

MORNING, T FEEL
WEIRD ALL DAY.

THATS WUAT T
(WAS GOINGTO
WEAR ANNWIAY,
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OH, My DOG WAS
OUTSIDE IN THE RAIN!
NOW I'M GONNA HAVE
WET DOG SMmELL ALL

HEY, I'lL TAKE WET DoG

THANKS SMELL OVER WET T-REX

A LoT
FOR THE
SYMPATHY ]
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ICryptoquip

SMELL ANnY DAY ! <\~

FINE, GET YOUR OwN
PAPER NEXT TiMme!

7 DO 40U THINK ROBBIE " NO...HE'S THE
_ 1 KNIEVEL IS AS GOQD | LESSER OF TWO
CZ”\ \ AS HIS DAD WAS P KNIEVELS.
s\ '

HP WJO'DU MIQGIXUI F

GIUQ GBFHXHAT WJOB

PFDIBHKU GUBPOQU, MERR

HK “JIU TU MIRJTAU.”

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: CLASSIC OLDIE
ABOUT A NEWBORN DOG THAT WAS FOUND ON
TOP OF A BUILDING: “PUP ON THE ROOF”

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: W equals Y

ST WTVTH SWR ARHX QRYS
FCYTVY GV SWR QOYGVRYY,
FCXQR UR YWTOKP WCAR

CVVOCK YSTVX CUCHPY.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF YOU'VE COMPOSED
A POEM PRAISING YOUR FAVORITE PERFUME,
CALL IT “ODE DE COLOGNE”

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: V equals N

Crossword
ACROSS 38 Bit of 3 Jupiter 21 Fats
1 Long- hardware counter- Domino’s
popular 41 Massa- part “HilI”
TV clown chusetts 4 Praise in 22 Stick out
5 Reuben cape verse 23 Sternward
bread 42 Has the 5 African 24 Expert
8 1950s know-how heavy- 25 Vanna’s
sci-fi 45 Juror, weight co-hort
villain theoreti- 6 Mongol 26 Moon-
12 Improved, cally tent shine
as wine 46 Overly 7 Conclu- container
13 Attila, moral one sion 27 Crib
notably 48 Hebrew 8 Fairy- 28 Feast-
14 Stromboli month tale famine
spillage 49 Carpet character link
15 Symbol of 50 It’s a long who'’s 29 End
happiness story hardly of a
17 One 51 Depend marriage “Sesame
18 “Of (on) material Street”
course” 52 Copper 9 Bowling lesson
19 Pismire head? site 31 Festive
20 Garden 53 Frail 10 “Metamor- 34 Present
invaders phoses” topper
21 Sibling, DOWN poet 35 Staffer
for short 1 Infant 11 Crazy 37 Cheek
22 QOccupa- 2 Look 16 Naked enhancer
tion lascivi- 20 Stir-fry 38 Practice
23 Tell ously pan pugilism
target i fma- i 39 Relinquish
26 Coin-op Solution time: 21 mins. 40 Authentic
. M[A|C TIA|I .
music- TTcloln m a1 Organl-
maker TTRIATT E zation
30 Herr’s T[E[X]A R 42 Manage
wife I G r{a[N]T somehow
31 Eviscerate E ’Cl f : g é g FE‘ 43 Largest
32 Ethereal T vIA A TeTlE of the
33 Carryall MREE N | seven
35 Actor Desi A NlalrlE| 44 Bottle
36 Tarzan’s L p[R[O]P feature
son L E[T[U|I]| 46 Monokini’s
37 Disen- s SIEIC lack
cumber Yesterday’s answer 3-6 47 Fresh

2

3 9 10 |11

ACROSS 40 Greek DOWN 20 Wooden

1 Numbers conso- 1 Mid-May shoe
racket? nants honorees passenger

5 Scenery 41 Okla- 2 Drive the 23 Albanian
chewer homa getaway money

8 Lean-to city car, 24 “Simp-

12 Reed 43 High maybe sons”
instru- arcing 3 Frat-party store-
ment shot garb keeper

13 Kyoto 45 Fair of 4 Got wind 25 Data-
cummer- hair of retrieval
bund 47 Stir 5 “Gee system

14 Bleachers 51 Tardy whiz!” that may
choreog- 52 Curving 6 Honest usea TV
raphy outward politician set

15 Movie- on 7 Heterog- 27 — Mahal
goers’ both eneous 29 Skater
mecca sides 8 Walk Babilonia

17 Met tune 54 Finished arrogantly 30 168ths of

18 Van 55 Guitar’s 9 Diviner a wk.
Gogh’s kin of old 32 007
“— Night” 56 Sandwich Rome portrayer

19 Over- shop 10 Beelze- 34 Quelled
whelm 57 Cerumi- bub’s one’s

21 Snow nous field grief
White’s 58 Kennedy 11 Un- 37 Caesar or
protector or hearing Vicious

22 “Reser- Koppel 16 Incite to 39 Corrida
voir —" 59 Seaman action critter

23 Rest- 42 Opening
room, Solution time: 21 mins. night
for short 44 Stocks’

26 Speck counter-

28 Profundity parts

31 Larger 45 Huff and
than life puff

33 Existed 46 Volcanic

35 Ca- outflow
boose’s 48 Eye layer
place 49 Broker’s

36 Praise advice

38 Make 50 Way out
margina- 53 Mamie’s
lia hubby
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Bridge

South dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
@ 10
YAI10
® AJ88543
%* ] O 62
WEST EAS
» QJR63 MK OT7542
¥J)872 Yo 54
< 9 ® 6
$+Q 887 oK 10 3
SOUTH
“@®» A
YK Q63
K Q1072
*® A 54
The bidding:
South West North East
1 & Pass 3 & Pass
4 NT Pass 5w Pass
5 NT Pass 6 Pass
6 &

Opening lead — queen of spades.
A Choice of Percentage Plays

Many deals present declarer with more than one
line of play. Whenever he is faced with such a situ-
ation, declarer should opt for the approach that
offers the greatest likelihood of success.

Consider this deal where South reached six dia-
monds as shown. He won the spade lead, drew a
round of trumps, cashed the A-K-Q of hearts and
ruffed his lastheartin dummy. He then played the
ace and another club, and the defenders collected
two club tricks to put the slam down one.

Declarer’s method of play would have worked
againstseveral distributions of the adverse clubs.
If either opponent had been dealt the doubleton
K-Q, orif Easthad started with the singleton king
or queen, declarer would have been home free.

In addition, South would have succeeded if
East had been dealt the doubleton king ot
doubleton queen of clubs. In that case, East would
have been forced toreturn a spade after taking his
club trick, allowing declarer to make the slam by
discarding his last club as he ruffed in dummy.

Granting the legitimacy of South’sline of play,
the fact remains that he did not choose the best
course of action. He was unlikely to make the con-
tract by this line of play more than about a quar-
ter of the time.

A far better approach — admittedly hard to
think of because it is an unnatural thing to do —
istolead alow heart toward dummy at trick three
and finesse the ten. As it happens, the ten wins,
and declarer later discards two of dummy’s clubs
on his K-Q of hearts and so loses only one club
trick. Because the heart finesse will make the slam
whenever Westholds the jack — 50 percent of the
time — itis clearly the better line of play.

West dealer.

East-West vulnerable.

NORTH
AaKQJIO3

YAG63
® QO
A KQ
WEST EAST
®» 5 ® A 102
¥J 10974 ¥&85
® A4 *K 52
76 $+O 532
SOUTH
“@® 764
YK Q2
® 10763
] 104
The bidding:
West North East South
Pass 1 e Pass 1 NT
Pass 3 NT

Opening lead — jack of hearts.

It Only Hurts for a Minute

To be a good player, you must acquire the habit
of making assumptions. Often these assumptions
will turn out to be wrong, but that doesn’t mean it
was wrong to make them; only by making assump-
tions can you put yourself in a position to win when
it is possible to win.

Here is a typical case. Let’s say you're East and
partner leads the jack of hearts against three
notrump. South wins with the queen and leads a
spade to dummy’s jack. It doesn’t matter when you
take your ace; what does matter is what you play
next. It’s easy to see — if you look at all four hands
— that if you return a low diamond, your side can
snatch four diamond tricks and put the contract
down one. Butif you don’treturn alow diamond at
trick three — perhaps because you were taught not
to lead away from a king, or always to return your
partner’s suit — declarer finishes with 10 tricks.

Regardless of what you might have been taught,
however, the factis thatin this case you must assume
West has the ace of diamonds to give yourself any
chance of beating the contract.

To assume that South has the ace of diamonds —
ortoignore entirely the question of who has the ace
— and blindly return a heart would be giving up. It
is obvious declarer will score at least nine tricks —
four spades, two hearts (you can’t be sure who has
the king) and three clubs — if you play “safe” and
return a heart. It is true that West must have some-
what more strength in diamonds than just four to the
ace — he must have at least the jack with it — but
this is merely an extension of the original assump-
tion.
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“Mommy! There’s a bird knocking at
the door. Shall I let him in?”
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“Using this pencil without an eraser

3-7

is no better than writing
with a pen!”



