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BrieflyWeather
Corner

Tonight — Partly cloudy with
a low around 14. West wind be-
tween 5 and 10 mph. Saturday
— Snow likely, mainly after
noon. Increasing clouds, with a
high near 31. West wind 5 to 15
mph becoming south. Chance of
precipitation is 60 percent. New
snow accumulation of 1 to 2
inches possible. Saturday
night — Snow likely. Cloudy
with a low around 16. Southeast
wind between 10 and 15 mph.
Chance of precipitation is 60
percent. Sunday — A 20 percent
chance of snow. Mostly cloudy
with a high near 32. North wind
around 10 mph. Sunday night
— Mostly cloudy with a low
around 10. Monday — Partly
cloudy with a high near 26.
Monday night — Partly cloudy
with a low around 8. Tuesday —
Partly cloudy with a high near
34.

Temperatures
Thursday’s high, 26
Low this morning, 9
Records for this date, 70 in

1911, -21 in 1984
Precipitation past 24 hours to

8 a.m. today, 0.00
January’s precipitation, 0.07
A recorded forecast updated

throughout the day is available
by calling (785) 899-7119. Cur-
rent temperatures are available
by calling 460-8367.

Heartland barbecue, auction Sunday
Heartland Christian School’s junior/senior class will be

having a silent auction during the school’s annual barbecue
11-2 p.m. Sunday at the scchool. Auction proceeds will be
used to help fund their trip to Washington D.C. in March.
Auction items include a fountain from Barton Concrete
Works, a piano, a Dell printer, three handmade quilts and
numerous smaller items.

Gaither video Sunday
There will be a Gaither video concert at the Colby

Wesleyan Church, 320 W. Pine, at 6 p.m., Sunday. This con-
cert will feature Ernie Haase and Signature Sound. The con-
cert is open to the public and free of charge.

Colby school board meeting set
The Colby School Board will meet at 7 p.m. Monday at

the school’s administration building, 600 W. Third St. Items
on the agenda include reports from the principals, superin-
tendent and curriculum director; out of district field trip re-
quests; a resolution to destroy records and personnel issues.
The meeting is open to the public.

Commodity distribution Monday
United States Department of Agriculture commodities will

be distributed from 1 to 2:30 p.m. Monday at the Retired and
Senior Volunteer Program office at the Senior Progress Cen-
ter in Colby. Participants are asked to not arrive at the distri-
bution site before 12:30 p.m. Eligible people who are not able
to attend the distribution may send a signed permission slip
with another person to pick up their commodities. For infor-
mation, call 462-6744.

Commissioners to meet Monday
The Thomas County Commissioners will meet at 9 a.m.

Monday at the courthouse. Items on the agenda include a
meeting at 9 a.m. with Lisa Molstad, Thomas County Health
Department administrator, to discuss non-elected personnel
issues; a letter from Jon Selley about storage of the public
transportation van; dues for the Northwest Kansas Planning
and Development Commission and Northwest Kansas Re-
gional Recycling Organization and Western Prairie RC&D;
county population submitted by Jim Engel. The meeting is
open to the public.

Extension sponsors workshop
The Thomas County Extension office is sponsoring a light-

hearted workshop noon to 1 p.m., Tuesday, in the meeting
room at the Thomas County Office Complex, 350 S. Range
Ave., Colby.  For those who cannot remember someone’s
name, forgets their keys or is just a part of our hectic world,
this event is for them and “laughing is required,” Gerstner
said. For questions, call 460-4582.

Oakley Implement
3670 US 40 • Oakley, Kansas • 785-672-3272

CLOSE OUT SPECIAL ON
NEW 2006 ARTIC CAT®

NO Interest, NO Payments for 6 Months or 8.9%
Financing for 60 Months.  WAC.  Below Dealer Invoice!

(1) Artic Cat 500

4x4, Lime Green
Blowout Price ~ $5,786

(3) Artic Cat 650

4x4, Auto, Lime Green & Red
Blowout Price ~ $6,683

Black/Red & Black/Lime
Blowout Price ~ $3,434

(2) Artic Cat 250 DVX

JD F525 Mower

with Snow Blower ~ $2,6502003, Auto, 4x4 ~ $4,500

USED Kawasaki 650

USED John Deere Gator

6x4 ~ $6,500

USED Artic Cat 300

2001, 4x4 ~ $2,8002007, 4x4, Auto, Green
Blowout Price ~ $9,999

Artic Cat 650 Prowler

(1) Artic Cat 400 DVX

Red  Blowout Price ~ $5,274

(3) Artic Cat 400

4x4, Auto Green & Red
Blowout Price ~ $5,315

Come by and

see us today!!

(2) Artic Cat 400

4x4, Manual, Lime Green & Red
Blowout Price ~ $5,144

PSYCHIC

ALSO READINGS BY PHONE!!
Wanting to know about your loved one or about your

past, present, future, or on all matters of life?
DON’T COMPARE ME TO OTHER READERS.

Call for questions your wanting to know about.

Tina ~ 785-841-1159

Located in Lawrence, KS

Good Shepherd Discipleship Center
CALLING ALL BORN AGAIN BELIEVERS!
Please join us for God-centered Bible teaching in the

Spirit of the Protestant Reformation!
Christ Reigns - Hallelujah!

480 N. Franklin
Downtown Colby

Sunday 10:30-11:30 a.m.

You are invited to the

2007
Miss Rodeo Kansas
Coronation Celebration

for

Amy Sue Wilson
on January 27, 2007

At the
American Legion

1840 W. 4th, Colby, Kansas

Meal and Silent
Auction at 6:30 p.m.

with Coronation,
Live Auction, and

Entertainment to follow.
Dance at 9 p.m.

Amy will greatly appreciate your free-
will donation at this event, as this is her

main fundraiser for the year!

RSVP to reserve your seat: 785-443-2681 or
missrodeokansas2007@hotmail.com

Snow forecast
for Saturday Proposal for protecting fetuses caught in debate

TOPEKA (AP) — Prompted by
last year’s murder of a pregnant
Wichita teenager, legislators are
renewing their push for a law aimed
at protecting mothers-to-be and the
fetuses they are carrying.

But efforts to eliminate what
some lawmakers view as a gap in
Kansas law are tangled up in the
larger debate over abortion. Groups
on both sides are working on rival
proposals dealing with crimes
against pregnant women and their
fetuses.

Abortion opponents back a pro-
posal to declare that the definition
of “person” in the state’s criminal
code covers an “unborn child,”
from conception. Abortion rights
supporters prefer alternatives such
as creating a new crime of harming
a fetus or increasing penalties for
crimes against women and girls if
they are pregnant.

The Senate Judiciary Committee
agreed Tuesday to sponsor a bill
increasing the penalties for homi-
cides if the victim is pregnant, and
abortion rights advocates planned a
news conference Wednesday. The
House Judiciary Committee plans
to have a hearing Thursday on the
abortion opponents’ proposal.

“It’s about punishment,” said
House Judiciary Committee Chair-
man Mike O’Neal, R-Hutchinson.
“There’s a void in the law. We need
to do something about that.”

However, abortion rights sup-
porters continue to suspect the mo-
tives of legislators seeking a decla-
ration that a fetus is a person, even
if that change wouldn’t apply to
abortion. Kansans for Life, the
state’s largest anti-abortion group,
has put such legislation at the top of
its agenda for the year.

“It’s the foot in the door, the
camel’s nose under the tent,” said
Senate Judiciary Committee Chair-
man John Vratil, R-Leawood.
“That’s why it’s an abortion bill,
even though some people would
contend it’s not.”

Thirty-five states have some sort
of law making it a crime to kill or
harm a fetus, according to the Na-
tional Conference of State Legisla-
tures, including Alabama, Califor-
nia, Illinois, Missouri and Ohio.
However, laws vary state-to-state,
and not all apply from conception.

In Kansas, a proposed “Unborn
Victims of Violence Act” won
House approval in 2002 and 2005,
only to die in the Senate without a
committee vote. The House also
rejected a bill in 2004.

This year, advocates who back
the abortion opponents’ bill are call-
ing the measure a proposed
“Alexa’s Law,” naming it after the
child 14-year-old Chelsea Ann
Brooks was carrying. Her body was
found in a field in mid-June, less
than three weeks before she was due
to give birth.

Three people were charged in the
teenager’s strangling. Authorities
believe a 20-year-old was the
child’s father and paid $500 to have
the girl killed to avoid a statutory
rape charge. The family is backing
the proposed “Alexa’s Law,” and
supporters of the measure have a
Web site.

Separate but identical proposals
are sponsored by Wichita-area Re-
publicans, Steve Brunk in the
House and Phil Journey in the Sen-
ate.

Kathy Ostrowski, a lobbyist for
Kansans for Life, said fetal homi-
cide laws deal with the “wanted

unborn,” whose parents and grand-
parents frame ultrasound pictures
or pin them on their refrigerators.

“They don’t satisfy people who
want to end abortion, and they don’t
satisfy people who want to keep
abortion,” she said. “They only sat-
isfy crime victims’ families who
want the ability of a prosecutor to
obtain maximum justice.”

But Shawnee County District
Attorney Robert Hecht said even if
prosecutors can secure separate
convictions for crimes against a
woman and her fetus, a judge still
can impose sentences that run si-
multaneously, not back-to-back.
Also, a prosecutor who must prove
that someone’s action caused a
woman to lose her baby will need
access to high-quality forensic sci-

entists, he said.
Ashley Anstaett, a spokeswoman

for Attorney General Paul
Morrison, who supports abortion
rights, said: “The best way to deal
with these kind of situations would
be to enhance penalties for those
who harm a pregnant woman.”

Julie Burkhart, a lobbyist for the
abortion rights group ProKanDo,
said its proposed “Motherhood Pro-
tect Act” — which makes it a felony
to harm a pregnant woman —
would keep a legal focus on vio-
lence against women, who are sta-
tistically more likely to face abuse
after getting pregnant.

“We have to get at that root
cause,” she said.

Backers of the proposed “Alexa’s
Law” like O’Neal view it as the sim-
plest solution, a change likely to
cover most future problems. But
abortion rights supporters like Rep.
Paul Davis, D-Lawrence, a Judi-
ciary Committee member, still
worry about backers’ ultimate mo-
tives.

“If we’re going to have a debate
about abortion, let’s have a debate
about abortion,” Davis said. “Let’s
not try to sneak it into other issues
that are going to have ramifications
which we don’t comprehend.”

Hoxie man
threatens teen
By Jan Katz Ackerman

Colby Free Press

 A Hoxie man has been charged in
Sheridan County District Court
with making threats against a Hoxie
teenager.

David L. Obermeyer, 19, has
been charged with one count each
of criminal threat, disorderly con-
duct and harassment against Garrett
Tacha, a junior at Hoxie High
School.

Sheridan County Sheriff Brian
Fenner on Thursday said
Obermeyer allegedly used a cell
phone to threaten Tacha on Jan. 13,
and sent threatening e-mails to him
on Jan. 14.

A preliminary hearing has been
set for 2 p.m. Wednesday at the
courthouse in Hoxie. Obermeyer is
free on a $5,000 cash bond.


