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Hockey in Kansas? ... Sure

Sacha Sanguinetti
Great Bend
As a former student of Colby Community

College, and a former resident of Thomas
County, I am excited to hear that plans for such
a facility are moving forward.

 I now work with Eagle Radio in Great Bend
and have a close association with Barton County
Community College.

The proposed wellness center in Colby would
not only serve as a benefit to Colby and north-
west Kansas, but to the entire state. The athletic
facilities that community colleges in Kansas
(especially western Kansas) boast are

exceptional…and as a whole far superior than
what you will find elsewhere. This complex will
only serve to enhance that.

The Community Building is a nice venue with
a lot of “charm”, but certainly outdated. Hav-
ing a facility located adjacent to the college cam-
pus will also be beneficial.

The small town of Hoisington (here in Barton
County) just built a brand new activities/
wellness center.

Many of the benefits that you have high-
lighted in your plans have already occurred in
Hoisington. There was a lot of opposition when
this facility was sent to the voters (there always

I didn’t watch the NHL All-Star game last
week. It was Wednesday night. I should probably
feel guilty, being the die-hard hockey fan that I
am, but surprisingly, I feel no guilt over the ad-
mission.

Maybe it has something to do with the fact it
was the first all-star event the league has held
since 2004. There wasn’t a game in 2005 because
of the lockout, and none in 2006 because the
league’s players were allowed to play in the Win-
ter Olympics in Turin, Italy.

Or maybe it had everything to do with being
in the middle of the week, when there are other
things to do.

For as long as I’ve been watching hockey, the
game has been on a Sunday night, capping off a
weekend of activities built around the sport, start-
ing on a Friday night with fan events that run the
entire celebration.

Saturday is filled with an old-timers game, and
skills competition.

This year, the skills competition was medio-
cre and I never saw an old-timers game.

Instead, they played up the new stars game,
allegedly to showcase the up and coming talent.
But if I’m shelling out the bucks for an all-star
event, you can bet I’m not there to see players that
might not even be in the league in five years.

To top it all off, it was buried on a cable chan-
nel instead of one of the big four networks. The
past few years, it’s been on ABC or Fox, but since
the lockout, no one really cares about the game.

I thought that was just all a bad idea.
The lockout was bad for the sport, even worse

for its fans.
The all-star game is to showcase the best and

brightest the sport has to offer, but how can any-
body see them when it wasn’t even on where
more people could see it?

Hype for hockey over the past year and a half
has been geared toward exposing more people
to the sport, and building the fan base.

Antics like that won’t help.
The game was on Versus, formerly OLN, and

hockey frequently gets pushed aside for profes-
sional bull riding.

I know I wasn’t the only one who was less than
happy about the game.

One Canadian columnist, Bruce Garrioch,
who is a well-known hockey writer, was calling
for NHL commissioner Gary Bettman to step
down.

And I bet some people are wondering why we
should care in Kansas?

Well, Oklahoma City was one of the cities that
put in a bid for an expansion team in 1996.

Denver has a two-time championship hockey
team.

Kansas City has a nice new shiny arena — the
Sprint Center — just waiting for a professional
team of some kind, be it NHL or NBA. One pos-
sibility discussed of late is the Pittsburgh Pen-
guins of the NHL.

Owner Mario Lemieux, who captained that
team to two Stanley Cup championships as a
player in the 90s, is trying to find a way to keep
the team in Pennsylvania, but he’s also talked
with officials in Kansas City. The team could

move there and be playing in the fall.
That team has two of the hottest properties

in hockey right now. People might have heard
of one. His name is Sidney Crosby, touted as
the “Next One.” As in the next Wayne Gretzky.
And almost everyone has heard of Wayne
Gretzky the “Great One.”

The team also has Evgeni Malkin, a rookie
player who, in tandem with Crosby, are ripping
up the league. Imagine having that to go see.

As of today, there is a deal on the table from
Kansas City. It will be interesting to see how it
all plays out.

I love hockey. It is a great sport, and I enjoy
sharing my enthusiasm about the game, and it
isn’t all about fighting and goonism.

The sport has a history in the Midwest, with
small minor league teams in many cities.

Wichita, Topeka and Oklahoma City have
Central Hockey League teams.

Denver and Colorado Springs have college
teams, the Pioneers and Tigers. The DU Pio-
neers won  NCAA championships in 2004 and
2005.

When was the last time KU or KSU basket-
ball or football pulled off a feat like that?

My point is the game isn’t just a northern
sport, or a game played on the east or west
coasts.

It is a game that has expanded into the south,
and is growing faster there than NASCAR.

The sport has an amazing history, and not all
of it is just the games. The people and stories
have made it great.

I wish a few more people could discover that.
*****

Tisha Cox is a general assignment reporter/
photographer for the Free Press. Her column
appears on Mondays. tcox@nwkansas.com.

The Hays Daily News
We are heartened by the opinion of some Kansas lawmakers that

any bans on cell-phone use while driving will not take place this year.
Not that we disagree that certain drivers most certainly are dis-

tracted by these communication devices. Enough in some cases to
even be a direct or at least contributing cause to accidents on the road.
National research is bearing this out throughout the nation. ...

Nor do we agree with the assessment offered by Senate Transpor-
tation Committee chairman Les Donovan, R-Wichita: “When we
can’t get the votes for seat belts, I would say to try to get something
done on cell phones would be extremely difficult. It has to do with
freedom. ... They just don’t want the government telling them what
to do.”

No, we believe the Legislature is correct in not targeting cell-phone
use in automobiles because the focus is too narrow. In fact, it is the
wrong issue.

What lawmakers need to consider is making it mandatory for new
drivers to attend an approved driver’s education course before they
could obtain a license.

There are numerous other issues besides responsible use of cell
phones by drivers that should be learned. Knowing and understand-
ing traffic laws, for instance. The ability to recognize traffic signs
by their shape, color and symbol. ...

It’s a matter of priorities. If the state government is serious about
any attempt to improve the safety on our streets and highways, it
should focus on the bigger picture. Young adults need to learn how
to drive before we start limiting what they can or cannot do while
they drive.
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Voters need to see the benefits

Where to write, call

   U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510.  202/224-4774
   U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback,
303 Hart Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20510.  202/224-6521
   U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran,
2443 Rayburn House Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20515.
 202/225-2715
or Fax 202/225-5124
   State Rep. Jim Morrison,
State Capitol Building, 300 SW 10th St. Rm. 143-N,
Topeka 66612.
785/296-7676
 e mail: jmorriso@ink.org
web: www.morrisonfamily.com
    State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer,
State Capitol, 300 SW 10th St., Rm. 128-S.,
Topeka, Kan. 66612,
 785/296-7399
ostmeyer@senate.state.ks.us
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Your turn

will be when you are entertaining the idea of a
tax increase, especially in the wake of an F-5
tornado that devastated the town). Many of
those who opposed the idea have now realized
the rewards that Hoisington is reaping because
of their building. I believe the town has recov-
ered at a faster pace than previously thought
because of the activities center.

 Northwest Kansas and the great people there
treated me well. I still have many friends in the
area and I am pleased to see that plans are in
place for such a project. I hope the voters of
Thomas County will be able to see benefits that
this facility will bring for many years to come.

About those letters . . .
The Free Press encourages and welcomes letters from readers.  Letters should be typewritten, if at all pos-
sible, and should include a telephone number and an address. These are used for verification of the writer
only. If, however, you want your address and telephone number to appear with your letter, please ask us to do
so when you submit your letter, or include a note with your letter.   Most importantly, all letters must include a
signature.  Unsigned letters cannot be published.  We reserve the right to edit for clarity and length, and,
likewise, reserve the right to reject letters deemed to be of no public interest or considered offensive or libel-
ous. You can expect your letter to appear in print within 24-48 hours of receipt. Letters to the Free Press allow
readers to become engaged in public debate on topics they deem important. Please consider sharing your
thoughts with the family of Colby Free Press readers. Thank you.


