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FOR EXAMPLE, [ TRY TO VISUALIZE
MYSELF IN A HAMMOCK ON A WARM,
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1 ALSO VISUALIZE THE STEAMING
HOT CHOCOLATE I POURED INTO
My BOOTS £ G

Hagar the Horrible
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WHAT'S
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COOKIE’S MAKING
MY FAVORITE
MEAL TONIGHT!
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EXCITED
AND ALL
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Baby Blues ® Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: [F A SOCIAL FUNCTION'S
LEADER DEMANDS VERY CASUAL DRESS, IT’S
MOST LIKELY A LACK-TIE EVENT.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: D equals I

Conceptis Sudoku

by Dave Green
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This is a logic-based

number placement puz-
zle. The goal is to enter

a number, 1-9, in each
cell inwhich each row,

column and 3x3 region

must contain only one
instance of each nu-

meral. The solution to

today’s Sudoku puzzle
isright.
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Bridge

South dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.
NORTH
®7543
YQ92
*A064
$K 10
WEST
#Q 1082
YAG3
¢0Q1052
dJo6

#J6
¢J38

SOUTH

®dAKO

YK7

K73

dAOS543
The bidding:
South  West
I NT Pass
3NT

2NT

~ Opening lead — two of spades.

Upping the Percentages

EAST

dQ872

$Jj10854

North East
Pass

Assume you’re in three notrump and West

leads a spade.

You win East’s jack with the ace, and the

problem is what to do next.

Actually, there’s only one correct way to
proceed, and, if you find it, you gethome safe

and sound.

You lead alow club at trick two and, after
West follows low, play the ten from dummy.
Asthe cards lie, this somewhat irregular fi-

nesse makes the contract.

You eventually score four club tricks, two

spades, two diamonds and a heart.

But if you lead a club to the king at trick
two, instead of playing the ten, you are almost

sure to finish down one.

The advantage of playing the ten from
dummy is that you make four club tricks not
only when the suit is divided 3-3, but also
when the suitis divided 4-2 and West started

with the Q-x, J-x or Q-J-x-x.

These possibilities cannot be lightly

brushed aside.

Thus, if you played only for the clubs to be
divided 3-3 — by cashing the K-A and con-
tinuing with a third club — you would have
only a 36 percent chance of finding the suit

evenly divided.

Butif'you play the ten from dummy at trick
two, your chances improve to about 58 per-
centbecause of the possibility of finding West
with either a doubleton honor or both hon-

ors.

In essence, the outcome of the hand rests
on whether or not you make four club tricks,
and leading to the ten at trick two offers by
far the best chance of achieving that goal.

Tomorrow: Bidding quiz.
(¢)2006 King Features Syndicate
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Family Circus « Bil Keane
By Bil Keane

THE FAMILY CIRCUS
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“l haven’t sterilized PJ’s bottles
since | saw him gnawing on

Crossword
ACROSS 38 Cold-
1 Cheese climate
choice seabird
5 Barracks 39 Rather or
bed Rowan
8 On the 40 Happy
rocks compan-
12 Therefore ion?
13 Literary 42 It ain’t
collection worth a
14 Scruff dime
15 Bank 45 “Scream”
transac- director
tion 49 Elliptical
16 Main- 50 “Eurekal!”
lander’'s 52 Pianist
memento Peter
17 Dog 53 Big
bane wind
18 Lie 54 Fa
spread- follower
eagle 55 Half a
20 Enjoyed sextet
the 56 Sibling-
hammock less
22 Poor 57 — Aviv
grade 58 Tug hard
23 Filch

one of my shoes.”

DOWN

1 Erstwhile
elvers

2 Let fall

3 Culture
medium

4 Units

5 Screen-
er’s aid

6 Individual

7 Head’s
opposite

8 Water
received,
e.g.

9 Good
tryout
response

10 Duel tool

11 Out of
play

19 Lindbergh
book

21 Tramcar
contents

24 Garfield,

e.g.

Solution time: 25 mins.

25 Plata
partner
26 Ornitholo-
gist’s
sound

28 Okla-
homa
city

29 Telemar-
keter’s
tactic

30 Second
person

31 Resort

36 Sharp-
shooter
played by
Merman

37 Re-
sembling
(Suff.)

38 Meager

41 Otherwise

42 “Fuhged-
daboudit!”

43 Lendl of
tennis

44 Caboose’s

from place

24 Corn 46 “Ship of
holders? Fools”

27 NASCAR ship
tracks 47 Ms.

32 Onassis, Brocko-
familiarly vich

33 Altar affir- 48 Cranny
mative counter-

34 Flatfoot part

35 Donut- 51 Weeding
shaped tool

1 ]2 |3 9 [10 |11

31




