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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

THERE’S SOMETHING BITTERSWEET ABOUT|I DON'T KNOW. FOR
SEEING CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS AFTER |ME THE HOLIDAY
CHRISTMAS. SEASON NEVER

, : TRULY ENDS UNTIL

/=\NEW YEAR'S DAY.

WE TAKE ALL THIS DOWN

JANUARY 2ND.
FEBRUARY.
SOMETIME IN

@ SPRING. WE'LL
:% FEEL IT OUT.
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AND OF COURSE ;
M THERE’'S ONLY ONE

B WAY TO TOP OFF

A WEEK LIKE THIS!
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OPSAING L DIDNT TSIMPLY FELL OUTOF MCFOCKET || THENT OS] MAES IT
TfTLAT IQLAOGF \‘/“ £'[T WHILE T WAS WRESTLING WITH SIAND SOUND LIKE [T
HECTOR IN THE PARKINGLOT, WAS M FAULT/
AND (T NASN'T THERE WHEN T g
CAME BACK FOR IT LATER.

Blondie ® Chic Young

WHAT DID YOU GET YOUR COOK SAME THING | GET HIM
FOR CHRISTMAS? EVERY VEAQ.,‘
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Beetle Bailey ® Mort Walker

I FOUND A PAGE IT MUST HAVE
FROM MY REPORT BLOWN OFF
OUTSIDE MY DESK
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PID ITALSO FOLD ITSELF
INTO A PAPER AIRPLANE?
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Mother Goose and Grimm ® Mike Peters

£12/28

THEY'RE

* DEMANDING
W A RE-COUNT
{ ON THE TEN
OMMANPMENTS

M A
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CNYOU & Nesas (. TUAT'S M, AS IN MESS, .
SPELLNOUR 2 MacPHERSON.. \/ > A.AS IN APPLE JUICE, H
LAST NAWE, $—— — €, AS IN CATASTROPHE,

PLERSE? a ) P/AS IN PANDEMONIOM...
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Cryptoquip

THANK YOU FOR

READING THE 0P XMGDSPV M HQMYOSXYC

AQQTGMAQ VQNACMNQ, §

9

e
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FREE PRESS

YOUR LOCAL SOURCE FOR:

HQ M CPNAQO GNSQVOSGO.
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF A FOE OF SUPERMAN

WERE AN EXTREME WEIGHTLIFTER, MIGHT

PEOPLE REFER TO HIM AS FLEX LUTHOR?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: O equals T

NEWS - WEATHER
SPORTS

155 W. 5th - 785-462-3963

Conceptis Sudoku

by Dave Green
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This is a logic-based
number placement puz-

zle. The goal is to enter

a number, 1-9, in each
cell inwhich each row,

column and 3x3 region

must contain only one
instance of each nu-

meral. The solution to

today’s Sudoku puzzle
isright.
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Bridge

South dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.

NORTH
L JORIN
YAJ109
¢10832
L JOX
WEST EAST
L DR ®#KJI432
$75 Y4
*¢AKQJO ¢74
»do72 dA 1054
SOUTH
SdAT
YKQ632
65
S#KJI86
The bidding:
South West North East
[ 4 24 29 Pass
49

Opening lead — king of diamonds.

| remember as though it were yesterday
the first time | played against Sylvia. My in-
troduction had come on the previous deal
when | opened one spade, Sylvia passed, my
partner bid two spades, and Sylvia’s partner
bid three spades.

This cuebid, announcing a huge hand void
of spades, was not in Sylvia’s repertoire at
that time, and she cheerfully passed, hold-
ing J-x-x-x of spades and little else. Her part-
ner could have made six clubs, but at three
spades he went down four!

When her spluttering partner asked Sylvia
why she had passed, her reply was to some
extent logical. With both opponents and her
partner bidding spades, she felt her partner
was the one to be trusted. That ended the
brief discussion, her partner having been
struck speechless!

The next deal, the one shown, revealed
Sylvia’s versatility. West led the A-K-Q of dia-
monds, Sylvia (South) ruffing the third round
as | discarded a spade from the East hand.

After leading a low heart to the nine, Sylvia
ruffed another diamond and led a low club to
the queen. | took the ace and returned a club.
Sylvia cashed the K-J, then played the K-Q
of hearts, overtaking with dummy’s ace.

At this point, dummy had the jack of hearts
and Q-9 of spades, | had the K-J of spades
and ten of clubs, and Sylvia had the A-7 of
spades and eight of clubs.

Sylvia cashed the jack of hearts, and | was
in deep trouble. If | discarded a spade, she
could discard a club and make two spade
tricks. Instead, | let go of the club, and she
discarded a spade. She then took the last two
tricks with the spade ace and eight of clubs.

In effect, Sylvia had executed a dummy
reversal followed by a squeeze! However, she
could never understand why | discarded the
high club!

Tomorrow: Bidding quiz.
(c)2006 King Features Syndicate
Inc.
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THE FAMILY CIRCUS

BiLLy!
IF HE

HITS YOU,
YOU DON'T HAVE
TO HIT HM

By

12/29

Family Circus « Bil Keane

Bil Keane

“Just before Christmas, you said it
was better to give than to receive!”

Crossword
ACROSS 39 Fond du DOWN 21 “Mary —
1 Stuart of —, Wisc. 1 Occupa- Little
the Civil 41 “A Chorus tion Lamb”
War Line” 2 Historic 22 Bygone
4 Bankrolls show- time apple
8 Dance stopper 3 Bunch reddener
lesson 42 Punctur- spoiler? 23 Promptly
12 Man- ing 4 Billfold 27 Crony
mouse device 5 Past 29 Blimp
link 44 Not so 6 Two- name
13 Malaria happy somes 30 Prince
symptom 46 Tofu 7 Auto William’s
14 Long provider style aunt
lunch? 50 Aye 8 Bought 31 Crystal
15 Bitterness undoer stuff gazer
17 Hodge- 51 Pedestal 9 He got 33 Doesn’t
podge occupant the point discour-
18 Have a 52 Shopper’s across age
bug “find” to his 35 Petrol
19 Needle- 56 Enjoy son 38 Shock
work 57 Elliptical 10 One of and —
with a 58 Brewery HOMES 40 Menorah
message product 11 Indigent insert
21 Occur 59 Sediment 16 Marceau 43 Nigerian
24 Siesta 60 Secure portrayal city
25 Jungfrau, 61 Disen- 20 Neuman’s 45 Mid-June
for one cumber magazine honoree
26 Upper : - . : 46 Ledge
surface Solution time: 25 mins. 47 Garfield’s
28 “The cohort
Dance 48 Symbol of
Class” servitude
artist 49 PBS
32 Chip’s science
buddy show
34 Humorist 53 Lummox
36 Finished 54 “The
37 Where Greatest”
the action 55 Got the
is ball rolling
1 ]2 7 8 |9 [10 |11
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