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Bridge

   A Delectable Concoction
South’s interest in getting to a grand slam on

this deal was well-founded.
\Once partner had responded with three dia-

monds and followed by showing two aces in
response to Blackwood, South was correct to
inquire about the number of kings North held
by bidding five notrump.

South was willing to undertake seven dia-
monds if partner responded six hearts, show-
ing two kings.

In that case, if they were the red kings, there
would be no losers, while if the kings were in
spades and diamonds, one heart loser would go
off on the spade king and the other on the ace
of clubs, provided the North hand contained as
many as three clubs.

  As matters turned out, with North having
only one king and only two clubs, South had
his hands full making six.

The correct play to assure the slam is not
immediately apparent, even if the opponents’
cards are known. But South found the answer
where a less-thoughtful declarer might easily
have overlooked the winning stroke.

After taking the ace of spades, the question
is how to avoid losing two heart tricks.

 If declarer eliminates both spades and clubs
from dummy’s hand and his own, he is still
subject to defeat when he leads a heart from
dummy, whether he finesses the queen or al-
lows East’s seven to hold the trick. In fact, had
South followed this line of play, he would have
gone down.

Instead, South led a diamond to the king and
trumped the six of spades. He then cashed two
clubs, ending in dummy.

 The jack of spades was next led, but instead
of trumping it, South discarded the five of
hearts!

The five was bound to be a loser in any case,
but by disposing of it on the spade jack, the
defense was placed in a hopeless position.

West took the queen of spades, but any return
he made spelled defeat. Discarding a loser on
a loser made South a winner.

                     Tomorrow: Bidding quiz.
      (c)2006 King Features Syndicate
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Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

This is a logic-based
number placement puz-
zle. The goal is to enter
a number, 1-9, in each
cell in which each row,
column and 3x3 region
must contain only one
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to
today’s Sudoku puzzle
is right.

 

2
7
6
9
1

 

4
3

6
7

 

7

8

1

 

3

9

4

5

 

6

7

8

 

1
8

2
4

 

4
5
9
8
3

  

20
06

 C
on

ce
pt

is 
Pu

zz
le

s, 
D

ist
. b

y 
K

in
g 

Fe
at

ur
es

 S
yn

di
ca

te
, I

nc
.

Conceptis Sudoku by Dave Green

Difficulty Level 12/14
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