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U.S. grain industry
working to open
Asian markets

SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) —
The rapid expansion of the ethanol
industry is being felt far from
American shores. It’s also helping
boost Asian imports of distillers
grain.

The U.S. Grains Council is work-
ing to expand markets for dried dis-
tillers grains with solubles, or
DDGS — a byproduct of the alter-
native fuel used as high-protein
livestock feed — in Japan, Taiwan,
Vietnam and China, said Cary
Sifferath, the council’s Japan senior
director.

“If we can find export markets for
it, we can keep export prices up,”
Sifferath said recently by telephone
from his office in Tokyo. “Most
corn board members are very keen
for us to keep working on that.”

When ethanol plants turn corn
into fuel, the process uses only the
starch, which is about 70 percent of
the kernel. The protein, fiber and
oils left behind are concentrated
into distillers grain.

A 56-pound bushel of corn pro-
duces about 2.8 gallons of ethanol
and 17 pounds of distillers grain,
according to the American Coali-
tion of Ethanol.

The wet distillers grain can be
sold locally, but it can also can be
dried to increase shelf life, allowing
it to be shipped over longer dis-
tances.

Turning wet distillers grain into
DDGS involves separating the liq-
uid from the mash, partially dehy-
drating that liquid into a syrup and
adding it back into grain.

Ethanol plants nationwide pro-
duced 9 million metric tons of dis-
tillers grain in 2005, a 23 percent
increase from the 7.3 million met-
ric tons produced during the previ-
ous year, according to the Renew-
able Fuels Association. With the
huge increase in ethanol plants
coming online, that number is ex-
pected to far surpass 10 million
metric tons in 2006, industry ex-
perts said.

Most of the distillers grain ex-
ported from the U.S. in 2005 went
to Ireland, Mexico, Spain, Canada
and the United Kingdom, according
to the USDA’s Foreign Agricultural
Service office.

Brian Jennings, executive vice
president of the American Coalition
of Ethanol, said the industry has tra-
ditionally focused less on finding
markets for ethanol’s byproduct
than the corn-based fuel itself.

“But now the industry is very

cognizant that distillers grains are
a critical piece of the puzzle and
they’re working to do the research
and development to make distillers
grains more digestible and more
acceptable to all livestock diets,” he
said. “So it’s not just beef and dairy
cattle, but there’s also emphasis
now on swine and on poultry.”

In Taiwan, rising feed ingredient
prices are helping to increase that
country’s distillers grain imports,
which are expected to reach
100,000 metric tons this year —
more than 20,000 tons above what
the U.S. Grains Council set as a tar-
get.

The council last month hosted
more than 200 feed mill techni-
cians, nutritionists, importers, live-
stock ranchers and poultry farmers
for a seminar in central Taiwan,
where the country’s hog and poul-
try farmers are concentrated.

And some of the major players in
China’s feed market visited Minne-
sota and Illinois last month to learn
more about using distillers grain in
poultry and swine rations, said Todd
Meyer, the Grain Council’s senior
director for China.

The group of Chinese ranchers
and feed millers attended a DDGS
course at the University of Minne-
sota, stopped by a grain elevator and
loading facility, and met with vari-
ous companies and marketing
board members. Many of those vis-
iting from China indicated they
would use two to three times more
distillers grain if the supplies were
steadier, Meyer said.

In Japan, monthly DDGS imports
shot up in April, with 7,073 metric
tons coming into the country —
4,451 tons of which were sent by the
United States. That’s an increase of
more than 800 percent from the pre-
vious year, according to the coun-
cil.

Most of the DDGS imported into
Japan will go to the egg and dairy
industries, Sifferath said, but it’s
also being looked at as feed for
hogs, poultry and cattle.

Japanese consumers prefer more
fat in their meat, so the council has
been conducting a swine feeding
trial to determine what effect
DDGS feed will have on pork fat
content.

———
On the Net:
U.S. Grains Council: http://

www.grains.org/
American Coalition for Ethanol:

http://www.ethanol.org

Combined groups learn
of state government

The combined meeting of
Shakespeare, Pi Gamma, and
Sorosis was held at Pioneer Memo-
rial Library Nov. 10.

Hostesses were Joyce Hansen
and Diann Gerstner.

Guests present were Thelma
Shalz and Betty Sloan.

Flag salute and club collect were
recited. We were fortunate to have
Sheila Frahm give an update on
Topeka for us. Sheila has been on
the State Board of Education, state
legislature, lieutenant governor and
even a United States senator, and
works with the 19 community col-
leges in Kansas.

She talked about important issues
the legislature will have to face, and
find ways to have the money to ap-
propriate to the different areas. Edu-
cation will probably always be at
the top of issues as a majority of the
money will be appropriated to it.

New looks in education are the
old board of Regents has been abol-
ished, and a new board formed
which not only governs state uni-
versities, but also the rest of higher
education.

The new state board of education

has been elected with moderates
outnumbering conservatives on the
board.

A comprehensive highway re-
newal plan will take place and cost
a great deal of money.

The lottery is up for renewal and
a significant loss of dollars would
happen if it is not renewed.

Under energy issues - the use of
ethanol which has brought higher
prices for grain in our area.

The new legislative session will
start in Jan. The person who is cho-
sen Speaker of the House makes a
great deal of the decisions in how
issues are brought before the legis-
lature.

 Sheila opened the meeting up to
questions.

We appreciate Sheila giving of
her time to give us an update on
important issues.

Diann and Joyce served assorted
cookies, coffee, and hot spiced tea.

The Dec. 8 combined meeting
will be a luncheon at 12:30 hosted
by Sorosis.

JoAnne Sunderman will give the
program “The Twelve Days of
Christmas.”

Election complaint filed
WICHITA (AP) — A newly

elected state representative and his
supporters violated Kansas law by
campaigning too close to polling
places, a complaint filed by the
Sedgwick County Republican
Party alleges.

The complaint against Democrat
Raj Goyle’s campaign was filed
with Secretary of State Ron
Thornburgh, who forwarded the
complaint to District Attorney Nola
Foulston, and with Sheriff Gary
Steed.

“We have observed an increase in
this type of activity in recent elec-
tions, but reports to my office usu-

ally amount to mere allegations and
are not accompanied by written
statements or other evidence,”
Thornburgh wrote in a letter to
Foulston. “I urge you to review this
matter and determine whether
criminal charges are appropri-
ate.”

Goyle and other Democrats deny
the allegations of illegal election-
eering during the Nov. 7 vote and
say the complaint was retaliation
for Goyle unseating three-term
Rep. Bonnie Huy, R-Wichita.

“I and the people in my campaign
know the law and follow the law at
all times,” Goyle said.

Corbin Smith, left, of Sharon
Springs, received help from
Santa’s helper Pat Tubbs se-
lecting gifts for his parents dur-
ing a Santa’s Workshop event
Saturday at Pioneer Memorial
Library. The event, a fundraiser
for the Thomas County Com-
munity Foundation, offered
children a chance to shop for
inexpensive Christmas gifts for
their parents.
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