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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne

WED LIKEA |7 THE MANAGEMENT NEVER

TABLE FOR SEATS 13 AT ONE

13 PEOPLE \ TABLE/ITS AN UNLUCKY
NUMBER !

Blondie ® Chic Young

V™ okAY, MAKE 1T T AND PUT THIS

served
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ATABLE FOR . GUY WITH Us/

['VE BEEN EXCHANGING STORIES
WITH SOMEONE [ FOUND IN

= 33) AN INTERNET
e

.72 CHAT ROOM
& \
7,

‘*

served
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o
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IT'S A COOL WAY TO DISCUSS YOUR
LIFE WITH A TOTAL STRANGER
WITHOUT HAVING

AToseT oW

ELVIS

WHAT'S YOUR USER NAME?
@Lﬂ
N2
;

WHY DON'T

WWW.MORTWALKER.COM

YOU ASK HER
FOR A DATE?

OH, I’ I'D LIKE TO MARRY
NOT GOOD HER, THOLGH
ENOUGH
FOR HER
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WEPID 11!

WE GOT AL THE
PRESENTS IN

THE WORLD! /

Cryptoquip

YI 0 JDPREX IPEB

LDZRYXQY UAADBJAR AE

APYFQ HEW, BYKLA HEW

FUZZ ALUA IYXX-UKZYXK?

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHAT WOULD YOU
CALL A SKUNK TRAPPED INSIDE YOUR CAR
TIRE? I'D SAY HE'S A WHEEL STINKER!

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: A equals T

Do YOO THINK SANTA
1S OKAY (VITH THAT?

HECK,
NEAH!

OH HEAH?.
WELL, $0uR
SIDEKICK

WEARS
PANTZHOSE!

117III/Y 3

j/

N

gp'lll/,,.,,

WB YMHROA KC HRO YKXOCH

VFFN MH FLA DFVMD

KHMDKMX AOCHMLAMXH. RO

WMNOC M EAOHHB EO0XXO.

Yesterday's Cryptoquip: [F A PERSON FROM
HELSINKI ATTEMPTS TO TRICK YOU, MIGHT
YOU CALL THAT FINN-AGLING?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: R equals H

42
48
51
ACROSS 38 “— DOWN 23 Once
1 Equivo- Factor” 1 Equivo- more
cates 39 Water cates 25 Droop
5 Whatever barrier 2 Hibernia 26 Flightless
amount 41 Invalid 3 Short bird
8 Bat a 43 Marsupial skirt 27 Don
gnat that looks 4 Turn Quixote’s
12 Met like a blue? “foe”
melody small bear 5 Carte 29 Waikiki
13 Whopper 46 Blood lead-in wingding
14 Snap- line? 6 Zero 31 Vast
shots 50 Others 7 Scream expanse
15 Unex- (Lat.) 8 One 32 Ruin the
pected 51 Lee’s ina surface
gain opposite black 34 Crimson
17 Kourni- 54 Sediment suit? Tide, for
kova of 55 Wall 9 Trachea short
tennis climber 10 Dermatol- 38 Chrysan-
18 Insinu- 56 “Heavens!” ogy themum
ating 57 Golfer’s case or
19 Eloper’s target 11 Despot rhododen-
aid 58 Golfer’s 16 Shriner’s dron
21 Pound of starting cap 40 Lessen
verse point 20 Pinnacle 42 Young
24 Energy 59 Agents, 22 Harts’ chap
25 Stitched for short mates 43 Cleanse
28 Sly look  golution time: 21 mins. 44 Hodge-
30 Doctrine podge
33 Parisian 45 Foolish
pal one
34 Suitors 47 Anger
35 Shell 48 Snare
game 49 Mixes in
item 52 “—
36 Revolver Got a
37 One side Secret”
of the 53 Comical
Urals Louis

2
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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard Crossword Bridge
[YOU'RE SENDING A CHRISTMAS LETTER IT'S JUST THAT 3 A BLANK CARD THAT READS, }=—=IL|| | ACROSS 37 Miss 2 Byway 23 Basin West dealer.
TELLING EVERYBODY THANKS TO BLOGS % "WE’LL NEVER TELL." = < 1 Acknowl- America’s  of acces- Both sides vulnerable.
ABOUT OUR YEAR2 JWHAT'S WRONG PEOPLE ARE TIRED 4 YES, THAT WOULD edge topper 3 Rowing sory NORTH
> WITH THAT2 | OF READING ABOUT 2 BE SOOTHING TO| 5 Jewel 38 Unde- tool 24 State R
p RS ( // / - LIC\)/EERWZEQEEEUED 3 LOVED ONES. 8 Privation veloped 4 Decline flowers of YQo62
& = ‘_l : £ 12 Arrive- state 5 Enthusi- Utah ¢ 10953
I // S e EXACT ¢ derci 41 Pooch astic, 26 David *9 7542
%z 3 13 Past 42 Speaker's  plus Copper- WEST EAST
7 » A *71097
f\\ } i 14 Uncon- spot 6 “I” strain field’s v3073 )
~\ \\ﬂ H trollable 43 Serving 7 Billings nanny SAKIG?2 * O 34
) H 15 Bear- cart resident Clara *T 83 * 106
P Y7 J 5 naise 48 Busy 8 Preten- 27 “The SOUTH
2-5 //. 7 § ingredient  with tious Naked AKQO65432
AR 17 Say it 49 Take a 9 Portent Maja” ¥ AK
Y isn’t so shot at 10 Medley painter & 7
sauy Forth Greg Howard 18 Hottub 50 Grimace compo- 28 Finished A KQ
; 19 Emo- 51 Adoles- nent 29 Houston The bidding:
REMEMBER IN YOUR CHRISTMAS LETTEﬂ THEN HOW WE FORMED 2 tional cent 11 Terrier acronym  West North East South
Yy
TO MENTION HOW FAYE AND I BECAME A BAND, STOPPED  § . , ; 1 e P P 4 &
FRIENDS... BEING FRIENDS, H T’LL TRY TO SANDWICH THAT pang 52 “Undeni- variety 31 Change . . ass . rass.
- ) I BECAME FRIENDS 8 LAST PART IN THERE 4 21 Ghost ably” 16 Suitable 34 Individual Opening lead — king of diamonds.
=)\ £ AGAIN AND RE-FORMED 3 SOMEWHERE. costume 53 Play 20 Sanity 35 Two rites
P Q\C&\ 2‘ B THE BAND. F | 24 Afore- area 21 Persian making a Look Before You Leap
e P 7 Y g = men- leader wrong? s
~ S > g B tioned DOWN 22 Argo- 37 Drag . Let’s say you have a §5 percent (;hapce of mak-
= = i 25 Chopped 1 Perfor- nauts’ along ing a contract by adopting a certain line of play.
= \\ == S g 26 Large mance patron 38 Shorten,  Although this certainly makes you a favorite to suc-
23N ! Sa £ brass Solution time: 21 mine maybe ceed, you should not be willing to settle for that
\ 71 > &l , —_:;,C A : g B con- , : — 39 r’:‘?Ck chance if there’s another method of play that gives
[12-6 3 s q tainer? air ou a 75 percent chance
7 § ) H y p .
‘ //// R g? E(;(ISS|t R :(1) \?Vf;%r:p While it is true that in this instance the more fa-
| . P
. ® T settin B - units vorable approach will gain in only 10 deals out of
Zits Jim BOPgIIl&Il & Jerry Scott 32 Eggsg o[R L 44 Before every 100, there can be no denying that the closer
< \ 33 Moliere’s ' 45 — long you can get to 100 percent, the better off you will
@‘”{) CJDHA%T NQ}LLQEI ”HATVOEJ?%AQ gglpr\lEGﬁIO(OWUAEuE( miser -A t 2 way be, whether your chances rise from poor to fair or
5CLEMR. ARCIND NAKED 35 Tourney [G[R][I 46 “— Miss  from good to excellent.
DOTWMH situations L=EiA £ Brooks” Getting down to cases, consider this deal where
36 Work o[D|T g| 47 Actor West leads the K-A of diamonds against your four-
B g y
units Yesterday’s answer 12-5 eatty spade contract. Youruff and play the king of trumps.
5 Tio 11 West takes his ace and plays another diamond, which

you ruff. When you now cash the queen of trumps,
West shows out, and you must go down one, losing
two more trump tricks.

It is, of course, unlucky that the trumps divided
4-1.The normal expectancy is a 3-2 division, which
occurs 68 percent of the time. Nevertheless, these
odds can be improved upon (by about 6 percent) by
leading a low spade from your hand at trick three
instead of the king!

Inthe actual case, this is the winning play because
West has the singleton ace. In making this play,
though, itis important to recognize thatno harmcan
come from leading a low spade initially regardless
of how the opposing spades are divided. If they break
3-2, youwilllose two trump tricks whether you start
by leading a low spade or the king.

The advantage of the low spade play is that if the
spades break 4-1 and the ace is singleton in either
opponent’s hand — roughly a 6 percent chance —
youcan gainatrick, and in the actual deal, that makes
all the difference.

South dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.

NORTH
® 65
¥Q 1072
* A Q
oA 763
WEST EAST
DK QJ 1072 “®» 4
¥ s ¥ 9o o6
® Jo4g ® 1087532
Q10 5 ] O 4
SOUTH
@® A 93
YAKIS843
®* K o6
K 2
The bidding:
South West North East
1 v 2 4 ¥ Pass
4 NT Pass 5 ¥ Pass
5 NT Pass 6 9P Pass
4
Opening lead — king of spades.

Two Losers Shrink to One

Assume South gets to six hearts as shown and
West leads the spade king. It certainly seems that
declarer will lose two spade tricks and go down one,
but if he is on his toes, he makes the slam.

South starts by winning the spade lead with the
ace and drawing two rounds of trumps.

He then plays the K-A of clubs, ruffs a club, cashes
the Q-A of diamonds and leads dummy’s last club,
the seven.

The stage is now set for the crucial play. Instead
of trumping East’s jack of clubs, South discards one
ofhis spade losers. He is hoping that West had a six-
card spade suit for his pre-emptive jump-overcall,
which is the normal expectancy.

And, as hoped, that proves to be precisely the
case. East finds himself on lead and, like it or not, is
compelled to return a diamond. South thereupon
discards his last spade and ruffs in dummy to bring
home the slam.

There is nothing remarkable about the way in
which declarer accomplished his purpose, nor was
he exceptionally lucky to find West with six spades
for his overcall and East with the majority of the
missing clubs.

The odds greatly favored finding both of these
conditions, and all declarer had to do was to take
advantage of the probabilities.

Although the winning line of play is really not
difficult to formulate and execute, the fact is that
many declarers in the given situation might quickly
concede down one after they saw the dummy.
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“Good news, Mommy. My shoes
wore out before | outgrew them.”
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“l woke up before my dream was
over. It must be a two-parter.”




