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Steven Michael Farney explained the contents of his book “Title Towns Class BB Boys Basketball
Champions of Kansas 1952-1968” Monday at Pioneer Memorial Library. Farney used a variety of
resources to research the championship seasons of those high school teams.

Book relives the stories
of championship teams

By John Van Nostrand

Colby Free Press

About the only thing Steven
Michael Farney did not put in his
book were the stories from people
who said it still hurt to talk about the
losses and missed shots some 50
years after the final buzzer.

Farney spoke Monday at Pioneer
Memorial Library about his new
book “Title Towns! Class BB Boys
Basketball Champions of Kansas
1952-1968.” Included in the book
is arecap of the championship sea-
sons by Winona in 1962 and
Brewster in 1968.

“Some of these people said it was
still too painful to talk about,” he
said.

His own memories of small high
school basketball influenced him to
write the book. He lettered for three
seasons as a Wilson Dragon.
Farney’s senior year in 1973, Wil-
son lost in overtime to Luray in the
regional semifinals.

“To get to state, that’s a little
boy’s dream,” Farney said.

Farney researched how other
boys’ dreams came true.

For the past two years, Farney,
from McPherson, dived into news-
papers, high school newspapers,
Kansas Sports Hall of Fame and the
Kansas High School Activities As-
sociation records about those spe-
cific seasons.

He was able to find a scorebook
from Brewster’s state champion-
ship season. Brewster was one of

only three schools that he used ac-
tual game scorebooks for research.
He went beyond those missed free
throws and late shots to give the
reader the personality of those
teams.

“If you like basketball you will
like this book. If you don’t like bas-
ketball, you will like the stories,” he
said.

Some players, not upset over
missed opportunities, gave him sto-
ries not found in those newspapers.

Of all the games played by those
championship teams during those
seasons, he could not find any infor-
mation on just eight games. Stats
from Dorrance’s 1956 season were
destroyed in the school firein 1982.

Class BB represented some of
Kansas’ smaller high schools.
Schools with 60 students or fewer
were in Class BB.

“Class B and BB were like step-
children,” he said. “Papers did not
cover them.” Media outlets were
inconsistent creating an all-state
BB team, but never missed the other
classifications.

“It frustrated me they skipped
these guys,” he said.

Changes in school enrollment
forced a reclassification of the en-
tire state in 1969. Brewster won the
last state title in Class BB.

Farney learned much more than
who lettered in those schools across
Kansas.In 1952, Brookville played
for the first time with glass
backboards in the state tournament
in Hutchinson.

Montezuma’s Jim Hull put him-
self in the top 10 scorers of all time
in Kansas high school basketball.
Hull didn’t know about it until this
year.

Quenemo’s gym was so small
and uncomfortable, opposing teams
did not want to play there and asked
Quenemo if another location could
be found. Itdidn’t bother Quenemo
playing somewhere else the year
they won state in 1960.

Researchlike that gave Farney an
emotional sense of each town,
school and its fans without actually
being there.

“Ilived in Brewster,” he said.

His book is not all about the win-
ners either. Farney noticed Selden’s
occasional trips to the state tourna-
ment from 1952 to 1968.

Small high-school basketball still
exists today, but not quite like it was
50 years ago Farney said.

“The small atmosphere is lost,”
he said. “It’s still there, butita way,
it’snot.”

Rival teams were justafew miles
from each other, not the distance
like it is today.

In 1941, there were 674 high
schools in Kansas and they all
played basketball.

Today there are about 300 high
schools in the state.

“You know what happens when
a town loses its high school,” he
said. “These stories need to be pre-
served.”

Farney’s book is available at Pio-
neer Memorial Library.

Kansas City Chiefs hoping to get
injured players back Thursday

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) — A
thick brace remains attached to
Brian Waters’rightknee, and when-
ever Derrick Johnson tries to cut left
and right, his ankle still stings.

Whether those two key starters
will be back in time for Kansas
City’s AFC West showdown with
Denver on Thanksgiving night re-
mained anybody’s guess.

“I’m just practicing,” said Wa-
ters, the Pro Bowl left guard who
has missed the last two starts. “I’'m
trying to see how things are feeling.
We don’t know for sure about
Thursday. I feel better. I'm still not
100 percent. We’ve still gota couple
of more days.”

Johnson, a linebacker who is the
Chiefs’ suresttackler, also has been
out two games while resting his
ankle.

“I’'m just going to take it day by
day and see whathappens,” he said.
“I’m running a little. It’s the agility
part, going from side to side.”

The availability of starting right
tackle Kevin Sampson also was in
doubt Monday as everyone at Ar-
rowhead Stadium put Sunday’s
Trent Green-led 17-13 victory over
Oakland behind them and started
getting ready for the Broncos.

With Sampson, Waters and
Johnson out the last two games, the
Chiefs (6-4) have gone 1-1. And
what about Tony Gonzalez, the Pro
Bowltightend who was out Sunday
with a sprained left shoulder?

“Ask the coaches,” Gonzalez
said, declining to discuss his situa-
tion.

After putting the Chiefs through
a light workout, coach Herm
Edwards sounded optimistic.

“They got through the
walkthrough today. That’s one
step,” Edwards said. “We’ll see
more tomorrow. I anticipate some
of those guys will be back. What
their status is right now, I don’t
know. I anticipate they’re going to

play, but I'll know more tomorrow
onthe practice field. [ haven’truled
anybody out now.”

Without Waters, Sampson and
Gonzalez, the Chiefs actually were
outgained in total yardage by the
Raiders, who also had some key
players on the sideline and came in
with the NFL’s least-productive
offense.

“Ultimately, I’'m not the person
that makes that decision,” Waters
said. “SoI’m goingto see whatIcan
do. Hopefully, it’s good enough. If
it’s not, then I’1l just have to wait.”

If he does play against the Bron-
cos (7-3), who are ahead of the
Chiefs by one game in the AFC
West, he would wear the brace.

“That’s common around the
league,” he said. “Alot of offensive
linemen play with abrace on. We’ve
just been one of those teams that
gives players options. It won’t be
any different from any other guys
having to play with it.”

Jayhawk named player of week

(AP) Kansas running back Jon
Cornish was named the Big 12’s
offensive player of the week after
rushing for a career-high 201
yards in the Jayhawks’ 39-20 win
over Kansas State on Saturday.

The 6-foot, 205-pound senior
from Canada topped 100 rushing

yards for the seventh time this sea-
son and the 11th time in his career,
tying NFL Hall of Famer Gale
Sayers on the school’s all-time
list.

Kansas coach Mark Mangino
said Cornish started blossoming
midway through last season.

“When he came in, the game
was very different, the tempo, the
competition,” Mangino said.
“And it took him a while to make
a smooth transition into Big 12
football. To his credit, he’s always
been a determined young
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man.

6 AM| 6:30 |7 AM | 7:30 |8 AM | 8:30 [9 AM | 9:30 (10 AM|10:30 [11 AM| 11:30
Good Morning Good Morning America Martha The View Million- |News
Kansas aire
News Cont'd Today Varied Programs  |Live With Regis The Megan Mullally

and Kelly Show
News Cont’d News The Early Show The 700 Club The Price Is Right |Young- [Varied
Restless

Busi- Body Curious |Clifford- |Dragon |[Big Big |Beren. |Lions Sesame Street Teletub- |Barney-
ness Electric |George |Red Tales World Bears bies Friends
Sports- |Varied |SportsCenter SportsCenter Sports- |Varied |SportsCenter Varied Programs
Center Center
JAG JAG Varied |Walker, Texas Texas |Varied Programs

Ranger Ranger
Saved |Saved |The Megan Mullally |Daw- Varied |Movie Home Home
by Bell |byBell |Show son’s Improve. |Improve.
Chang- |Believer [Hillbil- [Hillbil- |Rockford Files Magnum, P.1. Homicide: Life on |Da Vinci’s Inquest
ing Voice lies lies the Street
Angel Charmed Charmed ER ER Judging Amy
Cope- Paid Joyce Paid Varied Programs  |American Chopper |American Chopper |Varied Programs
land Program |Meyer |Program
The District Varied Programs American Justice |Cold Case Files Varied Programs

HIST Varied Programs
NICK Danny |OddPar- [Spon- |Spon-  |Dorathe |Go Blue’s |Backyar- [Wonder |Varied |Dorathe |Go
(55) Phantom |ents geBob |geBob |Explorer |Diego Clues digans |Pets Explorer |Diego
DISN The Higgly- |Ein- Mickey |Handy |Doodle- |Charlie |Koala The Higgly- |[Lilo & Little
Wiggles |town steins |Mouse |[Manny |bops & Lola |Brothers |Wiggles |town Stitch Mermaid
FAM Family |Family |Boy Mts. |Boy Mts. |The 700 Club Living [Home [Gilmore Girls Full Full
Matters |Matters |World |World the Life |Videos House |House
HALL New Morning The Varied |[The Varied [Little House on the |Little House on the [Touched by an
Waltons Waltons Prairie Prairie Angel

WEEKDAYS NOVEMBER 21 - NOVEMBER 27

12 PM|12:30 (1 PM | 1:30 |2 PM | 2:30 |3 PM | 3:30 (4 PM | 4:30 |5 PM | 5:30

KLBY/ABC [All My Children One Life to Live General |Varied |Dr. Keith Ablow Judge |Judge |News ABC Wid
[1]O) Hospital Judy Judy News

KSNK/NBC |News Extra Days of our Lives |Passions The Ellen The Jeop- News Nightly
(8] DeGeneres Show |Insider |ardy! News

KBSL/CBS |News Bold, World  |Varied |Guiding Light Dr. Phil Oprah Winfrey News Evening
(12] Beautiful | Trn News

K15CG Reading |Caillou |Varied Programs Curious |Cyber- |Arthur |Maya & |Post- Cliff Pup |Busi-
@) Rainbow George |chase Miguel |cards ness

ESPN Varied Programs Around |Interrup- [Varied Programs
the Horn [tion
USA Movie  |Varied Programs Movie  |Varied Programs
Cont'd
TBS News- |Cosby |Steve Steve Home Home Yes, Yes, King of |King of |Seinfeld |Seinfeld
Radio Show Harvey |Harvey [Improve. |Improve. |Dear Dear Queens |Queens

WGN WGN News at Noon | The Greg Behrendt |America’s Funniest [Moesha [Cosby |Even Lizzie Home Home
Show Home Videos Show Stevens |McGuire |Improve. |Improve.
TNT Judging Amy Law & Order Varied Programs  |Charmed Charmed Varied Programs
DSC Varied Programs | The New The FBI Files 48 Hours: Hard Cash Cash It Takes a Thief
Detectives Evidence Cab Cab
A&E CSl: Miami Varied Programs American Justice [Cold Case Files Varied Programs
HIST Modern Marvels Varied Programs
NICK Varied Programs Jimmy |Jimmy |OddPar- |OddPar- |[Spon- |Drake & |Ned’s Avatar-
(55 Neutron |Neutron |ents ents geBob  |Josh School |Last Air
DISN Timon & |Buzz Whis- Proud |Ameri- [Kim Varied Programs Zack &
Pumbaa [Light kers Family |can Drgn |Possible Cody
FAM Family |Family |[Stepby [Stepby |Full Full Sabrina- |Sabrina- |7th Heaven Everwood
Matters |Matters |Step Step House |House |Witch Witch
HALL Matlock Matlock Little House on the |Little House on the |M*A*S*H |M*A*S*H |[M*A*S*H |M*A*S*H
Prairie Prairie

6 PM| 6:30 |7PM | 7:30 |8 PM | 8:30 |9 PM | 9:30 (10 PM| 10:30 |11 PM| 11:30

KLBY/ABC |News Enter-  |Ugly Betty Lose the |Grey’s Anatomy (N) |Primetime (N) (CC) |News Ni%htline Jimmy Kimmel Live
O () |(cC) tainment |Boss? (N)'(CC) (CCY (CC) (cC) (CC)
KSNK/NBC |News Wheel of |Deal or No Deal (iTV) (N) (CC) ER Scoop and Run  |News The Tonight Show |Late
(8] Fortune (N) (CC) With Jay Leno (CC) |Night
KBSL/CBS |News Inside | Survivor: Cook CSI: Crime Scene |Shark Dial M for News Late Show With Late
(12] (cC) Edition |Islands (N) (CC) Investigation (N) Monica (N) (CC) (CC) David Letterman Late

K15CG  |The NewsHour Sun- Sun- High School Football: Kansas Division Il 8-Man Keeping |Charlie Rose (N)
(2 With Jim Lehrer (N) [flower |flower |Championship -- Teams TBA. Up (CC)

ESPN 5:00) The College Football: Boston College at Miami. (Live) (CC) SportsCenter (Live) (CC) Sports-
ontender Center
USA %:00) Movie: Love |Movie: EIf x%* (2003) A man leaves Movie: Friday After Next %72 (2002, Movie: Bad Boys Il
ctually (2003) Santa’s workshop to search for his family. |Comedy) Ice Cube, Mike Epps. (CC) *% (2003) (CC)
TBS Ray- Ray- Friends |Friends |Friends |Friends |Movie: Dumb & Dumber xx (1994, Movie: Naked Gun
mond mond (CC) (CC) (CC) ( Comedy) Jim Carrey, Jeff Daniels. (CC) 33173

WGN Home Movie: White Christmas % ( 9542 Four WGN News at Nine |Sex and |Scrubs [Scrubs |Becker
Videos |entertainers try to save an innkeeper from ruin. (CC)  |(CC) the City [(CC) My Hero |(CC)
TNT The Closer Fatal The Closer (CC) Law & Order The  |Law & Order Law & Order Sects |The X-Files Talitha
Retraction (CC) Dead Wives’ Club  |Embedded (CC) (DVS) Cumi (Part 1 of 2)
DSC | Shouldn’t Be | Shouldn’t Be | Shouldn’t Be | Shouldn’t Be 1 Shouldn’t Be 1 Shouldn’t Be
Alive Lost at Sea Alive (CC) Alive (CC) Alive (CC) Alive Shipwrecked |Alive (CC)

A&E Cold Case Files CSI: Miami Hard The First 48 (CC)  |The First 48 (CC) |The First 48 (CC)  |CSI: Miami Hard
Soft Kill; Unsolved | Time (CC) Time (CC)

HIST Modern Marvels Deslgerate Crossing: The Untold Story of Mayflower Story of |Home for the Untold Story of
New York Bridges  [the Puritans’ plight. ?CC) Holidays Mayflower
NICK OddPar- [Jimmy [Spon- [Spon- |Full Full Rose- Rose- Rose- Rose- Rose- Rose-
(55 ents Neutron |geBob |geBob |House |House |anne anne anne anne anne anne
DISN g:SO) Movie: Life Is |Movie: Wendy Wu: I-omecomin%Warrior Movie: The Even Stevens Movie xx Philof |Kim
uff (2005) (CC) (2006, Adventure) Brenda Song. (CC) (2003, Comedy) Shia LaBeouf. (CC) Future |Possible
FAM Gilmore Girls (CC) |Movie: Chitty Chitty Bang Bang %% 2 (1968) A family travels | The 700 Club (CC) |Home Home
to a land that doesn't permit children. Dick Van Dyke. (CC) Videos |Videos

HALL Movie: Wild Hearts (2006) A widower Movie: Thicker Than Water (2005, Movie: Where There’s a Will (2006,
cares for his daughter at his family’s farm.  |Drama) Melissa Gilbert. (CC) Comedy-Drama) Frank Whaley. (CC)

FRIDAY

NOVEM

BER 24

6 PM|6:30 |7PM| 7:30 |8 PM | 8:30 [9 PM | 9:30 (10 PM| 10:30 |11 PM| 11:30
KLBY/ABC |News Enter-  |Movie: Shrek 2 % (2004) Animated. A {20/20 (CC News Ni%htline Jimmy Kimmel Live
1 06® (CC) tainment |green ogre must meet his wife’s parents. (CC) (cC) (CC)
KSNK/NBC |News Wheel of |Movie: The Family Man xxx (2000) A Wall Street glaybo% News The Tonight Show |Late
(8] Fortune |wakes to an alternate suburban existence. Nicolas Cage. (CC) With Jay Leno (CC) |Night
KBSL/CBS |News Inside  |Ghost Whisperer |Close to Home A INUMB3RS Brutus  |News Late Show With Late
(12] (CC) Edition |Giving Up the Ghost |Father’s Story (CC) |(N) (CC) (cC) David Letterman Late
K15CG  |The NewsHour Wash.  |Hope for [Market- |NOW (N) |Ballykissangel The |BBC Red Charlie Rose (N)
2 With Jim Lehrer (N) |Week the Best |Market |(CC) Facts of Life (CC) World Green |(CC)
ESPN Sports- |[NBA NBA Basketball: Dallas Mavericks at San Antonio NBA Basketball: New Jersey Nets at Phoenix Suns.
Center Spurs. AT&T Center. (Live) (CC) US Airways Center. (Live) (CC)
USA Monk Mr. Monk Law & Order: SVU |Law & Order: SVU |Law & Order: SVU |House Son of Coma |Movie: Barbershop
Goes to Vegas (CC) Guy (CC) 2: Back
TBS Ray- Ray- King of |King of |Movie: Mr. Deeds % (2002) A pizza maker |Movie: The Pallbearer (19962 A man’s life
mond mond Queens |Queens [inherits a fortune from a distant relative. is complicated by a forgotten friend’s death.
WGN America’s Funniest |Movie: Teaching Mrs. Tingle x> (1999) |WGN News at Nine |Sex and |Scrubs |Scrubs |Becker
Home Videos (CC) |Teens take revenge on a mean teacher. (CC) the City [(CC) (cC) (cc)
TNT Without a Trace Movie: Titanic %% (1997, Drama) A woman falls for an artist aboard the ill-fated ship. [Movie: The Mists of
Crossroads (CC) Leonardo DiCaprio, Kate Winslet. (Premiere) (CC) Avalon xx 2 (2001)
DSC }5:00) Dirty Jobs  |Everest: Beyond |Man vs. Wild | Shouldn’t Be Stunt Stunt Everest: Beyond
CC) the Limit Surviving in the Alps. |Alive (N) Junkies |Junkies |the Limit
ASE CSI: Miami Payback |CSI: Miami Death | CSI: Miami The CSI: Miami CSI: Miami Grand  |CSI: Miami Death
(CC) Grip (CC) Best Defense (CC) |Hurricane Anthony  |Prix (CC) Grip (CC)
HIST Modern Marvels Shootout! Invasion |The Lost Evidence |Dogfights Beyond Top Secret [Shootout! Invasion
The Statue of Liberty |of Okinawa. (N) (CC) |Peleliu (N) (CC) Guadalcanal (CC)  [(N)(CC) of Okinawa. (CC)
NICK {5:30) Drake & Josh |Movie: Kangaroo Jack (2003) A kangaroo [Full Fresh Rose- Rose- Design. |Fresh
(55 CC) hops away with a jacket full of cash. House |Prince |anne anne Women |Prince
DISN Hannah |Zack & [Movie: High School Musical xx'2 (2006, |Hannah |That's- |Zack & |That's- |Hannah |[Kim
Montana |Cody Musical Comedy) Zac Efron. (CC) Montana |Raven |Cody Raven |Montana |Possible
FAM Gilmore Girls (CC) |Movie: The Christmas List (1997, Drama) [Whose |Whose |The 700 Club (CC) |Home Home
Mimi Rogers, Bill Switzer. (CC) Line? Line? Videos |Videos
HALL Movie: Once Upon a Christmas (2000, |Movie: A Boyfriend for Christmas (2004, |Movie: Angel in the Family (2004, Drama)
Fantasy) John Dye, Kathy Ireland. (CC) Romance-Comedy) Kelli Williams. (CC) Ronny Cox, Tracey Needham. (CC)




