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In shadow of war, post's school does well but questions remain

FORT RILEY (AP) — Ware
Elementary’s brightly colored
walls and cacophony of student
voices make it seem like any other
school.

But the students at this school on
a military base face a challenge
most of their peers don’t. By
Thanksgiving, 85 percent of them
will say goodbye to a parent head-
ing for Iraq for at least a year —
perhaps for the third time in their
young lives.

Despite the disruption at their stu-
dents’ homes, building principal
Deb Gustafson and her staff have
worked since the Sept. 11, 2001,
terror attacks to keep the outside
world — and the war — from get-
ting past the schoolhouse doors.

They aren’t using a new, trendy
approach, focusing instead on
meeting academic standards and
communication.

And the effort has paid off. In
2005, the federal Department of
Education named Ware Elementary
aBlue Ribbon School, and students
routinely achieve a “standard of
excellence” on state reading and
math exams.

“We can’t wait for the achieve-
ment to improve. We have a direct
responsibility for these military
kids to have a quality education,”
said Gustafson, who became prin-
cipal a month before the terror at-
tacks.

Yet the larger question of how
well children who have parents de-
ploying multiple times during the

Iraq war will fare still looms. And
educators, psychologists and others
acknowledge they don’thave good
answers for that question.

The Army surveys families every
four years, and 22005 University of
North Carolina study of its data sug-
gested that with each deployment,
one in five children face depression
or problems in school.

But there’s little research about
the effects of multiple deployments,
said Michelle Kelley, a professor of
developmental psychology at Old
Dominion University.

“Idon’tknow thatitever gets any
easier,” Kelley said. “They
shouldn’t have these kinds of wor-
ries that their parents could be
harmed all the time or they could die
overseas. Those are the kinds of
worries you try to protect them
from.”

While Ware Elementary is now
doing something right, it previously
was considered a school in need of
reform. Before the terror attacks,
only 30 percent of the students were
proficientin reading, while only 40
percent were proficient in math.

Even without parents’ multiple
deployments overseas, reasons ex-
isted to believe Ware’s 529 students
would continue to struggle aca-
demically. Eighty-six percent of
themlive in poverty; 65 percent are
likely to move during the school
year; in one week in early Septem-
ber, 11 new students enrolled, while
five left.

In one respect, Ware is lucky be-
cause of geography. It is part of the

Geary County School District, cited
in 2005 by Standard & Poor’s for
getting high academic results with
the resources it receives. The study
praised the district’s effort to recruit
a strong staff and noted that it uses
test data to drive decisions.

Each nine-week quarter begins
and ends with extra testing, so
teachers can determine where stu-
dents’ skills are lacking. New stu-
dents take tests shortly after their
arrival to assess their skills.

“In the military, you don’t
progress unless you do continuing
education,” said Mary Keller, ex-
ecutive director of the Military
Child Education Coalition, a group
based near Fort Hood, Texas, that
helps schools and parents. “When
you see schools like this, you see a
school building of children who are
resilient, and also children who
know there is an expectation to
learn.”

Also, a third of Ware’s teachers
have spouses in the military. Third-
grade teacher Cindy Rasmussen’s
husband will leave soon for Iraq, his
second tour.

“Being here with the kids helps,
itkeeps my mind off of it,” she said.
“It’s nice to be in the position when
they come and say they are scared
and worried and it’s easy to say,
>You know what, Iunderstand com-
pletely.”

The obvious downside tobeing a
child of the military is the stress
caused by deployments. The North
Carolina study suggested younger
children have greater fears about

parents’ safety and parents of older
children were less likely to view the
Army as “agood place toraise chil-
dren.”

Ware fourth-grader Kevin Giles
watched his father go to war and
return a year later.

“I just felt really bad because he
was gone. I was just miserable,”
Giles said. “I feel a lot better. He’s
home and he’s with us and he’s do-
ing things with us.”

When fears surface, Rasmussen
finds a way for students to contact
the parent overseas, such as writing
letters.

“For some kids, the family can
say we did this before and we’re
going to be fine,” Keller said. “For
some, itmay have been ahard time,
not for the person deployed, but it
could have been a real strain at
home that made it tough on the fam-
ily.”

Fifty-five percent of the Army’s
soldiers are married and it has de-
veloped support, such as counseling
and child care services. Fort Riley

operates a School Age Services
building, which offers before- and
after-school programs, such as
computer labs and drama work-
shops.

“It gives them a place they can
come and really relax and really be
themselves,” said Maxine Will-
iams, its director. “Sometimes we
do deal with some difficult situa-
tions where the mom or dad has
deployed and we’re kind of like the
home away from home where they
can really talk and let us know
what’s going on.”

At Ware, Susan White, a veteran
third-grade teacher, said the school
attempts to keep routines normal
and children’s lives balanced.

“We’re all accountable for each
other’s kids,” she said.

Joanne Righter’s twin sons, Jo-
seph and Samuel, are in middle
school but she still volunteers at
Ware, where the boys once went.
Herhusband went to Iraq while they
were Ware students and is now on
his second stint.

Pekarek’s Building Designs

Architectural Services

Call John Pekarek for free consultation!

Burlington, CO

Worslnp enters
(719) 346-9594

“Don’t settle for pre-made house plans when you can get
the home design that truly fits your needs.”

“This time, the boys are about to
become teenagers, with anew set of
issues that come with their age,”
Righter said. “It’s hard to be amom
and a dad when they really need
their dad.”

Fort Riley:
www.riley.army.mil

Ware Elementary School: http://
ware.usd475.org/

Military Child Education Coali-
tion: http://www.militarychild.org
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OPEN SEASON

PG 1 hour, 30 min.

Friday 7:00 & 9:00
Saturday 4:00 & 7:00 & 9:00
Sunday 4:00 & 7:00
Monday - Thursday 7:00

THE GUARDIAN

PG-13 2 hours, 20 min.
Friday 7:00 & 9:30
Saturday 4:00 & 7:00 & 9:30
Sunday 4:00 & 7:00
Monday - Thursday 7:00

4:00 Matinees
Admission $4.00 Ages 3 & up
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David L. Browne llI
550 N Franklin Ave

FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

Do you take Supplements?

Do you ever wonder...?
*Are these the best supplements for me?
°Am I taking the right amount?

*Am [ wasting money on the wrong supplements?
We can answer these questions!
Pat Willoughby, Teri Adams &
Corky Corder
Supplement Testing Coaches
785-460-6801

% Check out

-,* 5 our low rates.

Call today for your free, no-obligation quote.

ms

Colby
(785) 462-3388

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company'/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
“Companies of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2005 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 419

Auto Home Life Annuities College Retirement

www.fbfs.com

To have your ad placed in the
Business Directory call Joe, Crystal
or Jasmine today at 462-3963.

Now Open:

4:00 - 9:00 Fri- Sat.

Same great pizza,
calzone, pasta.

"Go the Extra Mile"

4:00 - 8:00, Tues - Thurs.

DINE IN, CARRY OUT OR DELIVERY!!

1100 W. 4th, Colby

- 785-462-9977

The

'l‘ool Box

e Faucets ¢

Your One Stop Remodeling Shop!
e Kitchen Cabinets ¢ Vanities ¢ Sinks
Countertops & Much More
¢ Design & Installation Service
NEW HOURS - M-W-F 10am - 5:30 pm
Saturday Appointments Welcome!
785-460-1100 - Southwind Plaza - Colby, Kansas

Kitchen
& Bath
SHOWROOM

Sales & Service Since 1984

Rory Henry e
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Auto Glass

“The Difference is Clear”

785-460-7773

THE SUMMER
HEAT IS ON

24 HOUR
SERVICE
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Heat and Air Inc
“We install the best...service the rest”

785-460-3008

CALL TODAY FOR ALL YOUR AIR-CONDITIONING AND REFRIGERATION NEEDS!
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has been serving

products we have to offer.
490 N. Franklin « 462-3939
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Thomas County Insurance

NW Kansas for 100 years.

Stop in and experience the friendly
service and excellent insurance

Serving Your Insurance Needs

gua

INSURANCE AGENCY

Yesterday,
Today, and

=) Tomorrow

Jim McLaughlin/Agent
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CARE

New Patients Welcome

FAMILY DENTAL

The Latest Technology and Most
Complete Care Available!

* Root Canals - Orthodontics
 Implants - Wisdom Tooth Surgery

No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999

Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999 SHAWN D. JENSEN, D D. S
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Hours:

930 S. Range

\Colby, Kansas 67701

v EPhone: 785-460-0828

M-F: 8-5:50
Sat: 8-4:30

Fax: 785-460-0829
Cell: 785-443-1 082J

1114 Main, Gem {?BS} 452-35[] 1

+ Tree Removal & Trimming - Full Insured - Careful & Prompt

Service - Late Model Bucket Truck -« Free Estimates!

ROOFMASTERS

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

COMMERCIAL
1-800-536-6642 _
R le PI
1.785-462-6642  \ Loper Single Ply
Wood Shingles

White TPO Single Ply
Metal Roofs FREE ESTIMATES

Built Up Systems
Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

RESIDENTIAL

Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles

Modified Systems

Chris & Beth Lewon
650 N Grant Ave
Colby, KS 67701 — We Do Windows

1
New System
Professional Window Cleaning
785-462-6995

www.MyWindowCleaner.net
Free estimates!

WORLDWIDE - Vacation Packages - CrulsesATuurs Gruups Flights - Hotels - Trains - Cars

X \\ u <«
LN 75
155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701 Oy S CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET
Phone: 785.462.6999 > a g S QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!
Fax: 785-460-0852 4w R WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU
Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077 . | s WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!
A A
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VACATION SPECIALS o '#nghts Round Tr|p Travel
LAS VEGAS Air & Hotel i $250 4:
DISNEY WORLD  Park Passes, Air & Hotel | $505 3 BOOK HOLIDAY
MEXICO Air & Hotel | sssoo b3l TRAVEL NOWw!
CARIBBEAN CRUISE Cruise & Air | $1.060 | 5!
ALASKAN CRUISE CAESYYRES N I Al Call for Bus Tours Schedules.
HAWAII Air&Hotel | $740 | 3 . -~
LONDON, ENGLAND Air&Hotel | $700 | 3. All specials may be for specific dates
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA EI s}?g i Max 45 and are subject to availability
Per Adult

*Viking & Bernina Sewing

COIb‘y Machines ®Vacuums Fabrics
Sew & Vac *Classes *Natures Air - Air Purifiers
Sales ¢ Service

Southwind Plaza
785-460-1900

Hours: 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

Dry Carpet
Cleaning System

Customized
prescriptions for
patients with
unique medical
situations
requiring
unique medical

solutions.

&=. Bison

Rx compounding & Therapy
James E. Hampton, RPh, PCCA Member

Bison Rxcompounding@atwoodtv.net

416 State Street, Suite A
Atwood, Kansas 67730
(785) 626-3237

(800) 696-3214

Murray Roofing & Construction

Residential & Commercial
Residential roofs (785) 462-6908
Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit

Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Free EsTiMATES

Jeff Dreiling - Sales
(785) 443-0819

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Free EsTIMATES

Jim Murray - Owner
(785) 443-1339




