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Wife’s habits get under man’s skin
Abigail
Van Buren

Dear Abby

DEAR ABBY: I have been mar-
ried to a wonderful woman, “Leo-
ra,” for 35 years. We have five
grown children any parent would be
proud of. Throughout our marriage,
I worked while Leora took care of
the children. I retired about three
months ago. Now I am home with
Leora all the time and have just re-
alized that she bathes only about
three times a week. This has not only
upset me, but also disgusts me!

I know she used to bathe the chil-
dren every night when they were
little, and she insisted they bathe
regularly growing up. When I asked
her about this, she said she has “al-
ways bathed when she needed it,”
and that might be nightly — or not.
She attributes this to being raised on
a ranch where water was scarce.
Abby, we live quite comfortably.
The cost of water is not an issue.

I told her that people have to bathe
daily in order to be clean.

She asked if I could ever tell she
hadn’t bathed daily and the answer
is no, but I know now, and it bothers
me.

Please tell her that people have to
bathe daily to remove dead skin
cells, etc. She seems to think if I
couldn’t tell for 35 years that she
hasn’t bathed every day the topic is
not an issue. It’s getting to the point
that I don’t want to sleep in the same
bed with her knowing she hasn’t
bathed that day.

— SEPARATE BEDROOMS
IN THE FUTURE

DEAR SEPARATE BED-
ROOMS: You say you retired
three months ago and now you’re
at home with your wife “all the
time.” If ever I heard about some-
one who needed to get out and find
a hobby, do volunteer work or
start a new business, it is you. For
the sake of your marriage, please
stop obsessing about your wife’s
hygiene.

For people with oily skin, or in
professions where their skin be-

comes sweaty or soiled, a daily
bath is a must. However, for
people with dry or delicate skin, a
sponge bath may do the job very
well. If you haven’t noticed until
now that your wife didn’t bathe
every day, it’s time for you to ask
yourself why you are digging for
trouble. At the rate you’re going,
you could wind up with more than
separate bedrooms.

DEAR ABBY: My fiance, John,
wears women’s underwear and
hose. He likes it, and I realize it
doesn’t mean he’s gay. That’s not the
problem.

His ex-wife, “Anita,” insists on
starting conversations with me
about it, preferably within earshot of
others. She asked, in front of their
attorneys after a recent court hear-
ing, if I “liked” the fact that John
wears women’s silk panties! (She
owes child support and doesn’t feel
a need to pay it.)

I realize Anita is doing this to
embarrass John and me, and I don’t
know what to do when she starts
these “conversations.” I’ve never
met anyone so cynical, defensive,
verbally abusive and in need of
counseling. She’s also an alcoholic
in denial, but she doesn’t have to be
drunk to start these conversations.
This is one of the reasons Anita
doesn’t have custody of their minor
children.

I have tried ignoring her, but she’ll
stand there and talk to the back of my
head, and the comments get increas-
ingly personal and intrusive. How
can I stop Anita in her tracks?

— EMBARRASSED IN
PENNSYLVANIA

DEAR EMBARRASSED: One
way to stop her would be to turn
around, look her in the eye and
say, “Anita, I know you are bitter
and angry, but the kind of under-
wear he chooses is up to him and
is longer your business. So knock
it off.” And then smile.

DEAR ABBY: I’ll be brief. Can a
person get an STD from oral sex?

— NEEDS TO KNOW IN
ORANGE COUNTY

DEAR NEEDS TO KNOW:
Yes, and that is why it is so impor-
tant to know the person and his or
her health status before beginning
a sexual relationship.

DEAR ABBY: My former fiance
has recently begun calling and ask-
ing me to meet him for dinner at a
fancy restaurant. Our relationship
ended badly, and I have neither spo-
ken to him nor seen him for almost
two years. He will not explain why
he wants to meet, and insists that it’s
just “casual.”

I don’t see anything “casual”
about meeting my ex in a fancy res-
taurant for dinner. I am curious
about what he wants to say, but I
don’t want to disrespect my new
beau by going to meet my ex-fiance.
(I know I would be upset if the tables
were turned.) I am happy in this re-
lationship, and I don’t want to en-
courage my ex to continue trying to
contact me, or trying to be friends.

How should I handle this with tact
and grace?

— UNCOMFORTABLE IN
WYOMING

DEAR UNCOMFORTABLE:
Handle this with tact and grace by
smiling into the telephone as you
tell your former fiance exactly
what you have told me. By smiling
when you speak, a warmer,
friendlier tone is generated than
if you tighten your jaw and speak
from the throat. Your message is
entirely appropriate.

Bridge

A Royal Sacrifice
Some plays are regarded as fancy, but often

these plays are both logical and necessary. Con-
sider this deal where West leads a diamond
against three notrump.

Let’s say East takes the ace, dummy and de-
clarer following low, and returns the jack of
hearts.

South wins, cashes the A-K of clubs and plays
the king of diamonds, on which East shows out.
It is the end of the road for South. Eventually he
goes down one or two, depending on the course
of the play.

The outcome is not surprising, because, if de-
clarer plays this way, he should expect to go
down. Dummy’s club tricks get lost in the shuffle
because there is no entry to cash them.

This lack of communication is obvious when
dummy appears, and declarer cannot properly
plead surprise.

But let’s suppose South is by nature a meticu-
lous declarer who, when he sees trouble ahead,
tries to prepare for it.

In that case, after East plays the ace of dia-
monds — presumably his only diamond if West
is making a normal fourth-best lead — South
drops his queen on it!

This play eventually pays handsome divi-
dends. South wins any return (including taking
the ace of spades if East shifts to that suit), cashes
the A-K of clubs and king of diamonds, then
leads a diamond toward dummy’s ten. Sooner
or later he gets to dummy with the ten of dia-
monds and finishes with 10 tricks.

You could call dropping the queen of dia-
monds under the ace a fancy play, which it is, but
it is surely justified by the circumstances.

It guarantees the contract, come what may, and
is therefore the right play — fancy or not.

Note that declarer does not even lose a trick
by playing the queen on the ace.

He still wins two diamond tricks despite his
seeming generosity.

 But, more importantly, he makes the contract.
Tomorrow: Bidding quiz.
(c)2005 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip
THANK YOU FOR

READING THE

YOUR LOCAL SOURCE FOR:
NEWS     •     WEATHER

SPORTS

155 W. 5th   •   785-462-3963

Sally Forth • Greg Howard


