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Bishops issue letter
urging churches to

support education

TOPEKA (AP) — Three Protes-
tant bishops issued a public letter
Thursday urging members of their
churches to support public schools,
calling education “an integral part
of God’s creation.”

Signing the letter were Dean
Wolfe, of the Episcopal Diocese of
Kansas; Scott Jameson Jones, of the
Kansas Area United Methodist
Church; and Gerald Mansholt, of
the synod covering Kansas and
Missouri in the Evangelical
Lutheran Church of America. They
spoke to reporters before a church
service for teachers, students and
schools.

“We should take steps to ensure
that we are doing all that we can to
support and enhance public educa-
tion and keep the needs of our chil-
dren before our elected officials,”
the bishops wrote in their letter.

The bishops sponsored adaylong
conference on education in April to
encourage church members to be-
come active politically in support-
ing schools. They released their fol-
low-up letter amonth into the 2006-
07 school year.

Before speaking with reporters,
they toured Bishop Seabury Acad-
emy, affiliated with the Episcopal
Church in Lawrence, and Perry El-
ementary, a public school in that
small town northwest of Lawrence.

“I found myself giving thanks to
God for teachers and students and
learning environments,” Mansholt
said. “There are major challenges
before us ineducation, and we need
to keep education before usas ahigh
priority.”

Gov. Kathleen Sebelius wel-
comes the bishops’ involvement in
the debate over education, spokes-
woman Nicole Corcoran said.

“Church leaders influence those
families who are members, and I
think it’s important to have church
leaders take an active part in their
communities,” she said. “It’s about
the whole community, and it’s great
that they’re stepping forward.”

The bishops’ letter came two
months after the Kansas Supreme
Court dismissed a lawsuit filed
against the state in 1999 over edu-
cation funding. The justices took
that action after legislators ap-
proved a plan to phase in a $531
million increase in state aid to pub-
lic schools over three years.

“Somehow, we’ve got to care for
all the kids and build a consensus
that every kid is important,” Jones

¢

We need a
statewide commit-
ment to invest in the
future of children in
Kansas.”

Scott jones,
United Methodist

said. “We need a statewide commit-
ment to invest in the future of chil-
dren in Kansas.”

The bishops said they also sup-
portprivate, religious schools. They
said it’s unfortunate that in a few
policy debates, public and private
schools are pitted against each
other. Also, they said, public
schools serve the bulk of Kansas’
children.

“There has been a tradition, both
locally and nationally, to hear from
the loudest voices regarding issues
of church and state, and there is this
vast, mainstream centrist commu-
nity that has been, I think,
underrepresented when it comes to
talking about religion in the public
place,” Wolfe said.

In their letter, the bishops encour-
aged Kansans, both inside and out-
side of education, to discuss how
public schools have enriched their
lives.

“We care about public education
because many of the participants
are members of our congregations,”
their letter said. “We believe gen-
eral education is an integral part of
God’s creation. It is through the
coming together of the nurturing in
the home and the church and the
teaching in general education that
we are able to demonstrate the unit-
ing of faith and reason.

*“As bishops, we don’t separate
faith and reason,” the letter contin-
ued. “We praise God through using
our minds.”

On the Net:

Episcopal diocese: http://
www.episcopal-ks.org/

Kansas Methodists: http://

www.kansasheritage.org/um/
umweb?2.html

Lutheran synod: http://www.css-
elca.org/

Kids need exercise

NEW YORK (AP) — Lance
Armstrong says his three children
don’t waste their time playing video
games: He makes sure they get out
and get physical.

“It’s all about lifestyle,” the
seven-time Tour de France cham-
pion said Thursday at the Clinton
Global Initiative. “It’s what you do
when you wake up to when you go
to bed.”

Armstrong, who has retired from
cycling, has a son and twin daugh-
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ters, all under the age of 10.

The 35-year-old cancer survivor
warned of an “epidemic” of poor
health if the future of the develop-
ing world came with plenty of
couch conveniences.

Armstrong, who survived tes-
ticular cancer that spread to other
parts of his body, including his
brain, also emphasized the impor-
tance of anti-smoking efforts
around the world.
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LOOKING FOR A HOME?
Visit www.KansasHome.net

e Retail Genters

s Manufacturers

e Manufactured Housing Eacts
e Einancing Options

s Where to Place Your Home

s Industry Related Services

e Viuch More!!
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Doug Ketchum, assistant scout
master for Colby Troop 141, un-
loaded popcorn Thursday at A
&A Coors Thursday. The Boy
Scouts will sell popcorn Satur-
day, Sept. 30 through Oct. 24.

TISHA COX/Colby Free Press

Return of premiums —

guaranteed!

When you purchase our Choice Term life insurance
policy and add the Return of Premium rider, all
premiums paid will be returned to you at the end
of the coverage period. Call me today.

".®
FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

Insurance - Investments

www.fbfs.com

David L. Browne Il
550 N Franklin Ave
Colby

(785) 462-3388

Return of premium paid does not include interest. Only available on the Choice Term 15, 20 and 30 life insurance
policies with the Guaranteed Premium Plan. Insured must be I|vnng at the end of the selected coverage period.
Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company‘/West Des Moines, IA. *Company of Farm Bureau Financial Services

© 2006 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 257

FREE HOME BUYERS SEMINAR

Hosted by Molly . Oliver of
Stock Realty & Auction Co.

R.S.V.P Suggested: to
reserve your seat call
460-7653 or 462-6133
Where: 390 N. Franklin (Stock Realty office) Conference Room
In one short hour you will become informed, empowered

and more confident in your purchasing your HOME...
(The Number One Largest Individual Investment)!

Door Prizes, Refreshments and Fun!!

When: Thursday, Oct. 5, 2006
Time: 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

www.stockrealtyandauction.com

STHCK

390 N. Franklin Colby, KS « 460-SOLD (7653); 462-6133 (Res.)
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“I don’t plan on growing

Aesthetic Medicine: 21st Century Fountain of Youth

e ¢ Botox Therapy reduces squint and laugh lines by relaxing the mus-
- cles that cause unwanted wrinkles most commonly
around the eyes, nose, and forehead .

Collagen Replacement Therapy Litestyle
factors diminish naturally occurring collagen. Collagen
replacement replenishes these areas decreasing wrinkles.

Chemical Peels remove damaged and discolored
outer skin layers to reveal newer healthier skin.

Y CE
v\“ A’f “Our family taking care of your family” “pp s
It tant t
old any other way than ;‘” . : 310 E College Drive, Colby Kansas Y
29
gracefull}I. % ) Call for your consult today between beauty &

fng LT 0

Dr. Darren Matchell

Family Center for Health Care Board Certified

(785) 462-6184 or
1-800-453-6751

wellness.”

VISIT HOXIE!!

Hoxie
Business Directory

Advertising pays!!
Give Joe Hayes a call TODAY!! 462-3963

SCHC

The Road to Wellness in Morthwest Kansas

SHERIDAN COUNTY HEALTH COMPLEX

e Hospital ® Hoxie Medical Clinic
e Long Term Care Center ® Assisted Living

Hoxie Medical Clinic

John France M.D. - Kaylee Watkins, ARNP-C

785-675-3018
826 18th ~ Hoxie, KS

Selden Community Clinic
Kaylee Watkins, ARNP-C - OPEN WEDNESDAYS!!

785-386-4380
112 N. Kansas ~ Selden, KS
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Hox1e Office Supply

Helping Your Office Run S”moo”thly!

We have all this and much more:

o Scrapbooking * Computer Supplies ® File Cabinets
* Office Chairs * Everyday Office Supplies  Gift Ideas
e Shredders * Ink & Toner Cartridges

820 Main St. ~ Hoxie, KS
785-675-9999 ~ Toll Free: 1-866-478-9999 )
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. New Shop &
ﬁztter Buﬂt New Location
Trallers
BEST PRICES......
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BEST SERVICE, BAR NONE!!
TRAILER SUPER CENTER ~ I-70, EXIT 93

785-675-2400




