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Mother Goose & Grim ® Mike P

SHED ALL OVER THE
PLACE AND ToTALLY

IGNORED ME ALL DAY!
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Do You HAVE \
To SAY For

For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston

HELLO,ELIZABETH? DID You
RECENE A SUBPOENA TODAY?
..--| DIDT0O. CAN | COME
OVER AND TALK TO YoU
ABOUT T 7 GREAT. T'LL BE
THERE IN

A FEW
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THIG 1S GOING TO BE SO
UNPLEASANT, ANTHONY.
PLL HAVE TO REMEMBER
EVERY DETAIL ABOUT THAT
DAY. —APPARENTLY HE'S
DONE WORSE THINGS TO
OTHER WOMEN.

PEOPLE LIKE HIM SHOULD }
BE OFF THE SIREETS g

PEOPLE. LIKE HIM SHOULD
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WHAT PO Yol
WANT TO DO
TODAY, HAGARZ

Garfield ¢ Jim Dayvis

HEY, MOUSE,
WHAT'S SHAKIN'?

Text GARFIELD to 26642

1 PON'T THINK

THAT'S ANY OF

YOUR BUSINESS,
FATSO
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BUT I'M TIRED
OF BUILPING
SAND CASTLES!

3
<

Blondie ® Chic Young
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MICE ARE TOUCHY BEFORE
THEY'VE HAD THEIR
MORNING CHEESE

DO YOU THINK I'M BEING TRUE TO

MY BUTHENTIC SELE, DEAR?!
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I MEAN, IF MY CATERING BUSINESS

|5 CAUSING YOU TO FEEL
UNEMPOWERED, DON'T WE N\E_EQ/

TO DEAL &5
SAWITH IT?! 4%
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Beetle Bailey ® Mort Walker
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YEAH, 45 MORE
MINUTES AND
IT'LL BE SAFE

TO GO BACK IN
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BEETLE WHAT DID
CHALLENGED | THEY CHOOSE
SARGE TO A FOR WEAPONS

DUEL 2
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PLEMSE P JaT THE RADISHES

&AND THE ROAST BEEF A

7 M LOING AN EXPERIMENT
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Sally Forth

RED LICORICE, ROMST
BEEF, RADISHES RICE...
THE LISTGOESON.
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SALLY FORTH
FALL PREVIEW

TED AND SALLY HAVE
TO POSTPONE THEIR
PARIS TRIP ONCE AGAIN
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$4300 FOR A CAT
TONSILLECTOMY 2!

DO YOU EVEN LOOK AT
THE X-RAYS BEFORE

Boy's sexual comments big problem

DEAR ABBY: I am a 28-year-
olddivorced man dating a wonder-
ful 24-year-old woman. She lights
up my life and is very kind to my
daughter and me.

Ilove her very much. However,
there is a problem — her 7-year-
old son.

Everything seemed fine at first.
He got along pretty well with my
5-year-old daughter, playing and
having a good time.

As time went on, though, my
daughter told me about strange
sexual comments he made to her.

At first I thought he just had a
dirty mouth, as his mother lacks
somewhatin the discipline depart-
ment. But this is turning into a
problem.

My daughter recently reported
that he told her he was going “to
have sex with her.”

He has been investigated by
Child Protective Services on two
occasions for similar behavior
around other children.

So now the children are no
longer allowed to be together atall
because I refuse tohave my daugh-
ter talked to like that by anyone. I
have her one week on, one week
off.

I cannot imagine combining
families at this point when her
child has so many problems. It’s
not that I don’t want to help him;
it’s thatIneed to protect my daugh-
ter.

I love his mother very much,
though, and feel terrible about
what she’s going through.

Is this relationship worth work-
ing for, oris this little family “dam-

DEAR ABBY:Iam 14, and my

: 3 best friend’s brother died recently.
Ablgall The football season will be start-
Van Buren ing soon, and one of our favorite
things to do is hang out at football
® Dear games.

My friend mentioned that it’s
Abby going to be hard for her, since her
brother used to play. (Her brother

was 17.)
aged goods™? He was smart and funny and a

— WONDERING IN WASH- great football player.

INGTON  Iwaswonderingifyouhave any

DEAR WONDERING: Be-
cause you say you love this
woman, the answer to both of
your questions is ‘“‘yes.”

You have described aboy who
appears not tounderstand what
boundaries are, and who very
likely has either been sexualized
(molested) or exposed in some
other way to adult sexual activ-
ity.

The child needs professional
help, and I hope he is receiving
it.

Iam not sure that the children
should be entirely separated.
However, they should not be to-
gether unless they are super-
vised by an adult at all times.

Does this mean you should not
marry this woman?

My advice is to take a wait-
and-see attitude. It’snotlike you
are racing down the home
stretch toward a finish line.

The mother needs parenting
classes and the boy needs the-
rapy.

If both are successful, you
mighthave a happy life together.

suggestions on how I can make
this year her best one ever, and
what to do when we are at football

games and she is feeling sad.
— CARING FRIEND IN
SOUTH CAROLINA

DEAR CARING FRIEND:
The kindest thing you could do
for your friend is let her know
that if she wants to talk about
her brother, you will be there to
listen to what she needs to say.

Too often, people are afraid to
listen and try to change the sub-
ject because it makes them un-
comfortable.

You can also make a point of
including your friend in any ac-
tivities you can share, but if she
doesn’tfeel up to joining you, tell
her you understand and will ask
her again.
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Editor’s note: Dear Abby is
written by Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips.

Write  Dear Abby at
www.DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, Calif. 90069.
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East dealer.
East-West vulnerable.
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The bidding:
East South West North
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4 ¥ 4 & 5@ 5%
Pass Pass Dble
Opening lead — four of diamonds.

Famous Hand

This deal occurred in the final of the 1994 World
Team Champion ship, which saw the United States
come from behind in the last quarter to defeat
Poland for the title. The deal is notable in part
because it featured a highly competitive auction
during which three consecutive bids were made
on singletons!

The auction started innocently enough when
Krzysztof Lasocki of Poland opened the East hand
with one diamond, but when Michael Rosenberg
of the U.S. elected to overcall on his skimpy heart
suit, things heated up in a hurry. After Piotr Gawrys’
one-spade bid, North, Roger Bates, leaped to four
diamonds, a “splinter” bid showing heart support
and a singleton or void in diamonds.

Lasocki responded in kind by bid ding the op-
ponents’ suit, and Rosenberg, perhaps carried
away by the giddiness of the moment, returned
the compliment. After eight consecutive bids,
Lasocki made the first pass of the auction, and
Rosenberg ended up at five hearts doubled.

With only two minor-suit tricks to lose and the
king of hearts favorably placed, it appeared
Rosenberg would have the last laugh. But when
he played trumps, Rosenberg forsook the normal
percentage play of finessing, playing for East to
hold the singleton king. When the king did not fall
under the ace, he was down one for a loss of 100
points.

At the other table, with a Polish pair holding the
North-South cards, the auction was decidedly
more subdued. Chip Martel and Lew Stansby,
East-West for the United States, reached four
spades in an uncontested auction. Cezary Balicki,
looking at four virtually sure tricks in the North
hand, doubled, and Stansby lost three spades, a
heart and a club to finish down two — minus 500.

The 600-point combined gain gave the Poles a
12-IMP pickup on the deal, and a 21-IMP lead
overall, before the U.S. began its surge at the end
of the third quarter.

Cryptoquip
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Saturday’s Cryptoquip: [F YOU'RE READING
“HUCKLEBERRY FINN" WHILE ON AMTRAK,
YOU MAY BE TAKING A TWAIN RIDE.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: O equals B

Family Circus ¢ Bil Keane
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“Daddy! My hugger’s empty!”

Crossword
ACROSS 38 Symbol of DOWN 16 Run-
1 Chum intrigue 1 Standard down
4 Rain 40 Feminine 2 — Khan horse
forest side 3 Waikiki 20 Dutch
vine 41 Collec- garland cheese
9 Insane tions 4 Veered 21 Welling-

12 Epoch 43 Stopped from the ton, for

13 Private 45 Logic perpen- one

14 Actress 47 Lubricant dicular 22 Busy with
Gardner 48 Trellis 5 Mean- 23 Contra-

15 Bleak plant while dictory
summer 49 Ostenta- 6 “It's — one
occur- tious -win 27 Dog'’s foot
rence pride situation” 29 Garfield’s

17 Charged 54 Links 7 Chutzpah cohort
bit prop 8 Battle 30 Tear in

18 Con- 55 Wear prepara- two
sumed away tion 32 Glimpses

19 Austria’s 56 Chart 9 Chief 34 Hardly
capital format supports any time

21 Taking up 57 Blunder 10 Shake- at all
more 58 “Cat in speare’s 37 Franklin
space the Hat” river etal.

24 Make- creator 11 “SNL” 39 Pale
meet 59 Heavy alumnus hues
link weight Carvey 42 Trap

25 — budget . Lo . 44 Com-

26 Chip Solution time: 24 mins. pletely
enhancer 5 45 Cere-

28 Croc’s R mony
cousin G 46 Eternally

31 Elevator 50 Debtor’s
name letters

33 Bell and 51 Make
Kettle up your

35 Put G D mind
together A AlKI" 52 Carnival

M L .

36 Color 5 E city

qualities Saturday’s answer .11 93 Longing
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