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DEAR ABBY: I have never been
overly fond of my brother-in-law,
“Ivan.” He’s an obnoxious, over-
bearing bully, and his wife, “Anita,”
is envious and deceitful. My hus-
band and I have been married 24
years, and I have tolerated these two
because my husband and Ivan were
in business together. By the way, my
husband is 10 years older than Ivan
and has much more business expe-
rience.

In their personal lives, Ivan and
Anita have gone out of their way to
upstage us. We bought a car; they
bought a more expensive one. We
redecorated our kitchen; they re-
modeled their whole house. We sold
our home and bought a bigger one;
they sold theirs and bought a house
larger than ours. It became a family
joke.

Ivan refused to consult my hus-
band on business matters and pur-
chased so much inventory, we
nearly had to file for bankruptcy.
Finally, after 13 years, we had
enough. We sold our share of the
business and have never been hap-
pier, nor more successful.

Abby, after putting up with their
shenanigans for so many years, I lit-
erally hate Ivan and Anita. I know it
sounds terrible, but I don’t speak to
them, and I refuse to be in their pres-
ence. Although my husband speaks
to them, he doesn’t really care for
their company either.

The dilemma: I realize it’s not fair
to the rest of the family that I won’t
attend family functions if Ivan and
Anita are there, but should I make
myself miserable for the sake of my
husband’s family?

— FREE AT LAST IN
FAIRBANKS

DEAR FREE AT LAST: From
your description of Ivan and
Anita, they are more to be pitied

than hated. Their self-esteem is-
sues are so severe they destroyed
a successful family business. You
are free now and more successful
than ever, so why are you hanging
onto your anger this way?

To make your family “choose”
which of you to invite to family
gatherings is unfair. For the sake
of your husband’s family, bite the
bullet and attend, but concentrate
on other family members and
avoid Ivan and Anita whenever
possible.

DEAR ABBY: Our father died
three years ago. He was married to
“Mildred,” his second wife, for
more than 10 years. We weren’t
close to her. However, we do write
occasionally and see her once or
twice a year. He left everything to
her in his will, which we accept.

Never in all the time since our fa-
ther died has Mildred offered to give
us anything of Dad’s. Just some-
thing small and personal would be
greatly appreciated and treasured.
We’re not talking about anything of
monetary value. Also, there are nu-
merous items such as old family
photographs, a few things of my
grandmother’s, etc. We can’t figure
out why she would want to keep
them, and we feel they should be
kept in our family.

We thought that in time, she’d
give us these items, so we haven’t
asked her about them. Perhaps if she

sees this letter she will realize that
this means a lot to us. What do you
think we should do, Abby? Or
should we just ask her?

— HIS CHILDREN
DEAR CHILDREN: Mildred

isn’t a mind reader. By all means,
ask her. Granted, offering you
something that belonged to your
father would have been the sensi-
tive thing to do, but she may have
been preoccupied by her own
grief, or perhaps she didn’t think
there was anything you wanted.
Don’t count on her seeing your
letter in my column — speak up.

DEAR ABBY: Please tell me if
I’m going crazy.

My husband of 30 years recently
admitted that he enjoys wearing my
undergarments! At first I was
shocked, but now I am over it. We
went shopping together and bought
him several pairs of panties and a
couple of nightgowns. He was in
seventh heaven.

Our sex life has never been better
and we really are enjoying each
other — but still I wonder.

— MIXED UP IN FLORIDA
DEAR MIXED UP: You are not

the first wife who has helped her
husband cross-dress, and you
won’t be the last. He is a transves-
tite — someone who enjoys wear-
ing clothing that is traditionally
worn by the opposite sex. Because
your sex life has “never been bet-
ter” and you are “really enjoying
each other,” my advice is to stop
“wondering” and appreciate that
after 30 years of marriage your
husband finally trusted you
enough to show you who he really
is.

Editor’s note: Write Dear Abby at
www.DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, Calif. 90069.
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The Theory of Probabilities
     Bridge is a game of probabilities. You

make a certain bid because you think it has a
better chance to succeed than any other bid. You
make a certain play because you think it is more
likely to work than any other play.
   But a probability, by definition, is not a certainty.
All you can do in bridge is rely on the percent-
ages and hope for the best. You may be wrong in
a particular case if you follow the percentages,
but in the long run you’ll be right more often than
wrong.
   All of which leads us to this deal, which is strictly
a matter of percentages. Let’s say you win the
spade lead with the king and play the king of
hearts. West takes the ace and returns a spade,
which you win with the ace.
   You have eight certain tricks and two ways to
try for a ninth. You can enter dummy with a dia-
mond and take a club finesse. If the jack wins,
you are home free. You have about a 50-50
chance of making the contract this way, but in the
actual deal this approach would fail.
    The alternate line of play is to cash the A-K of
clubs and continue with the jack. This method will
succeed if the clubs are divided 3-3 or if either
the queen or ten falls as the A-K are led. The dia-
mond king provides the en try to dummy if the
nine of clubs becomes a trick.
   Some knowledge of percentages is required to
know which of the two lines of play has the greater
chance of success.
   The second approach is much better. The clubs
will break 3-3 about 36 percent of the time, while
a single ton or doubleton queen or ten will occur
in approximately one deal out of three.
   The combined chance of finding the clubs 3-3
or otherwise favorably divided comes to about 70
percent — 20 percent better than the finesse. Play-
ing the A-K-J of clubs is therefore the superior
line of play, and succeeds in the actual deal.
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