
Mother Goose & Grim • Mike Peters (Sample)

For Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Crossword

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

               Colby Free Press  Monday, July 31, 2006   Page 7

DEAR ABBY: Last week I hit my
husband. My daughter saw me do it.
My parents were violent when they
were drunk, and I swore I would
never do that, but it happened.

Abby, can my children forget my
mistakes, or are they doomed to
keep repeating this violence from
generation to generation? Can it
stop here if I get proper help? How
do I prevent my children from fol-
lowing in my — and my parents’ —
footsteps in this regard?

—  SORRY MOM
DEAR SORRY MOM: Your

children are not “doomed.” They
can learn better ways to manage
their anger, and so can you. Tell
your daughter you were wrong to
hit her father, and you regret it.
Explain that you are going to see
a counselor and learn more ap-
propriate ways to deal with your
anger and frustration, and that
you’ll share what you learn with
her and your other children.

Make an appointment with a
therapist as soon as possible, and
locate the nearest chapter of Adult
Children of Alcoholics. (They are
in your phone book.) ACA is a 12-
step group of people who grew up
much as you did. They can help
you understand the dynamics of
your behavior and assist you in
overcoming your learned reaction
to problems.

If there’s no listing in your tele-
phone directory, write: Adult
Children of Alcoholics World Ser-
vices Organization, P.O. Box
3216, Torrance, CA 90510 for the
location of the nearest chapter.
You may also go to its Web site:
www.adultchildren.org. My com-
pliments to you for acknowledg-
ing your problem and seeking as-
sistance. You are two-thirds of the
way toward resolving it.

DEAR ABBY: Honesty pays. I
received a call today from a gentle-
man who had picked up a large card-
board box that I had left at the recy-
cling center.

When he removed the Styrofoam
“peanuts” to pack his merchandise,
he discovered a large summer sau-
sage from a well-known company.
Instead of playing “finders keepers”
and enjoying the sausage himself, he
took the trouble to look at our ad-
dress on the packing label and find
our telephone number in the direc-
tory.

How fortunate for him that he was
so ethical! The sausage had been a
Christmas gift from 2004, which we
had overlooked when we unpacked
the box. It sat in a storage area,
unrefrigerated, for a year when we
decided to recycle. Had he munched
on that morsel, he would surely have
gotten his “just desserts.”

Instead, he received a nice choco-
late fudge cake from us as a reward
for his courtesy.

— OVERHASTY RECYCLER
DEAR OVERHASTY: Yes,

honesty pays. And the man re-
ceived a sweet payoff for his vir-
tue. Thank you for relating a mo-
rality tale we should all digest.

DEAR ABBY: Two years ago,
after 56 years of marriage, I became
a widow. I am only 82. I miss the
companionship, but what I miss the
most is ballroom dancing. All my

friends are widows, or their hus-
bands are too feeble to dance.

I keep house for my divorced son
and teenage grandson. I drive my
grandson to school in a carpool, take
him to the doctor, the dentist, etc. I
am blessed with good health and can
travel across the country to visit my
daughters and other relatives. I play
bridge three or four times a week. I
am active in my religious commu-
nity and have many friends of all
ages. I love to read, and I’m never
bored or lonely. Abby, what I’m try-
ing to say is: Age is all in the mind.

— YOUNG AT HEAR
DEAR YOUNG AT HEART: I

agree with you. With your atti-
tude you will never be “old” or
lonely.

As to missing ballroom danc-
ing, check your Yellow Pages for
dancing schools and sign up for
some classes. I knew a lady who
went dancing well into her 90s.
When she attended events, she
would take one (or two!) dancing
instructors with her. Where there
is a will, there’s a way.

CONFIDENTIAL TO
“SHOULD I CONTINUE OR
QUIT?”: The answer to your
question will be found in this pro-
found statement that originated
with Sir Winston Churchill: “To
each there comes in their lifetime
a special moment when they are
figuratively tapped on the shoul-
der and offered the chance to do a
very special thing, unique to them
and fitted to their talents. What a
tragedy if that moment finds them
unprepared or unqualified for
that which could have been their
finest hour.” Enroll at your earli-
est opportunity and complete the
preparation to fulfill your
dreams.
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  Famous Hand
     This deal occurred in a match between the United
States and New Zealand at the 1983 World Team Cham-
pionship.
       At the first table, Mike Passell and Eddie Wold,
North-South for the U.S., quickly arrived at six notrump
on the sequence shown. The New Zealand West led
the four of clubs, and declarer won East’s jack with the
ace. Wold then lost the king of spades to East’s ace,
and East returned the club eight to South’s king. De-
clarer now cashed the ace of hearts and three spade
tricks, on which West discarded his two low clubs and
the seven of diamonds, producing this position:
North
[H] K Q 8
[D] K 6 4
West
[H] J 10 4
[D] J 9
[C] Q
East
[S] 9
[D] 8 5 3 2
[C] 7
South
[H] 7 6
[D] A Q 10
[C] 3
     Wold next cashed the king and ace of diamonds,
West following with the 9-J, and then led the heart six,
on which West played the four. At this point, Wold reca-
pitulated everything that had occurred so far. He then
came to the conclusion that West had started with ex-
actly five clubs, three diamonds and one spade, and,
therefore, four hearts. Accordingly, he played the eight
of hearts from dummy and so brought the slam home
for a score of 990 points.
    At the second table, where the contract and all the
preliminary plays leading to the diagrammed position
were virtually the same, the New Zealand declarer went
up with the king of hearts and finished down one. Ap-
parently, either his courage failed him at the crucial
moment or he had not kept close track of the highly
significant clues along the way.
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