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Retail ® Norm Feuti (Sample)

COURTNEY
' GIVES RETAIL
WORKERS A

BAD NAME.

SHE'S RUDE,
LAZY AND HAS
ZERO WORK

/W RETAILCOMIC.COM

NEW POLICY FROM
CORPORATE. EACH
EMPLOYEE HAS TO FILL
OUT ONE OF THESE
AFTER THEIR SHIFT,

"CUSTOMER

CHECKLIST"? |

THANKS FOR YOUR INPUT Pk‘iow’s ELIZABETHTZ |
T

ON THIS BoOK, MOM
WAS A Bl HELR

You KNOW ME — |
LOVE A GooD SoRY |

AVEN'T HEARD FROM
\(ELY-

Garfield ¢ Jim Dayvis

SORRY ABOUT YOUR AMNESIA,
ELLEN..WOULP ¥00U LIKE TO
GO OUT?

YOU KNOW...
ON A DPATE

www.garfield.com
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IT'S EMPLOYEES LIKE
HER THAT REINFORCE THE
NEGATIVE STEREOTYPE
THAT PLAGUES US ALL!

—

IF THE EMPLOYEES CAN'T
ANSWER THOSE QUESTIONS
EACH DAY, THEN THEY'RE
NOT DOING THEIR JOB.

Distributed by Univers:

THERE WAS A TIME
WHEN THAT WAS
ALL THE REASON
YOU NEEDED TO

FIRE SOMEONE.

IF ONLY SHE'D
STEAL FROM US,
OR BRING A PAIR
OF NUNCHUKS
TO WORK OR
SOMETHING.

IT'S ALL ABOUT
ACCOUNTABILITY.

IT's
ALL ABOUT
MAKING STUFF
UP AT THE END
OF THE DAY.

“NAME 3
ITEMS YOU

SUGGESTIVELY
SOLD TODAY."

©2006 Norman Feuti

You KNow Me...
| LOVE A GooD
STORY.
No. | JusT
IMAGINE
WHAT'S
BEEN
GOING
ON.

)

4| sHE'S FORGOTTEN
WHAT DATES ARE

1'M SURPRISED

ou
REMEMBER

61-L GoNIA Wl

al Press Syndicate

Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne

" WHERE TO EAT
WHILE LOOTING
AND
EN

Blondie ® Chic Young

Il

A HUGE PARTY FOR
My LIARS' CLLUB

I'D LOVE TO THROW

T

I'D HATE

NO I WOULDN'T,

you MusT Be L
THE PRESIDENT OF
YOUR CLUB

OH, YES, ’H
I WOULD!

THAT!

© 2006 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World Rights reserved

www.Blondie.com

Beetle Bailey ® Mort Walker

WHAT'S THE
TROUBLE?

SOME GUY WANTS TO
COMPLAIN TO THE GENERAL
ABOUT SGT. SNORKEL

[(BUT HE WANTS
TO REMAIN
ANONYMOUS

©2006 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.

Cryptoquip

AHBLNI

NJHMBZL NWZL BR NSHHJLNE,

SLMZT MKJE

KBQ [ZYHI

Yesterday's Cryptoquip: IF POLITICIAN PEROT
ALLUDES TO SOMETHING, I GUESS YOU MIGHT
SAY IT"S ROSS-REFERENCED.

Today's Cryptoquip Clue: B equals A

WLNI

BACKWARDS AND

SRIQ B

JYJLMSBITE

ABZISHI.

MUCH SHESA
BETTER, LUCKY
X RGN CAL.

©2005 ZITS Partnership. Distrbuted by King Feaures Syndicate

WHEN THE COASTER
WENT THROUGH THE
CORKSCREW, FLIPPED

X{ ACTUALLY FLEW —HOW
COOL WAS THAT2!2
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VMKO ZYJ'XK XKRCCZ NJON-
MY WY BKK RGWYX ERSYO

YX EHCCYO, H'E BRZ

WMKZ XK VKCGYSK SRWWB.
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: FRANCE ONCE USED A

CERTAIN COIN AS CURRENCY, UNTIL THEY

EVENTUALLY HAD LIVRE FAILURE,

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: X equals R

Crossword
ACROSS 33 “Scream DOWN 21 Couturier
1 Bamako’s 2” actress 1 Bumped Vera
country Rebecca into 22 Notion
5 Greek 35 Region 2 Hurly- 23 Compas-
X 36 Comes- burly sion
8 Feed tibles 3 Zodiac 24 Layers
the 37 Ties cat 26 Odd-
hogs 38 Viscid 4 Printer looking
12 Paradise 41 Listener type critter
13 Buddhist 42 Word 5 Despot 27 In due
sect with 6 That lady time
14 Body barrel or 7 Usurer's 28 Tear in
of belly fee two
water 43 Vendor’s 8 Christ- 29 Driving
15 Was in carrier mas props
on 48 “Ameri- transport 31 Nose
17 Hibernia can —’ 9 Secular 34 Pick
18 Jostle 49 Ref 10 Gumbo on the
19 Re 50 Admitting ingredi- comic
some clients ent 35 Gem
poetry 51 Color 11 Rid of material
21 Wind- quality rind 37 Scrooge’s
shield 52 Putinto 16 Standard cry
attach- words 20 Snap- 38 Skewer
ment 53 Adjoining shots 39 Well- —
24 Ad- (rich)
vanced Solution time: 21 mins. 40 press
math AlS[KJC[  [AIN[AJV] ]| 41 Catch
25 Mine KIE UNDEJ'CY sight of
entrance INQEEOI:|E(§E 44 Ms.
26 Percent- [SlolMIBIElRIMY AV g | Thurman
age illus- [A[L] lcle[Y |l T[a[c]o[s| 45 Gorilla
tration NiIINJERQDIE|SEEMIUITIEl 46 Mardi
30Traw_|er’s HIZQSAEEJ 'é(':i Gras
require-  [sie[e[s[a[wilu[T[A VIP
ment A[LTLIM] I [n[cle[M[E[A]T] 47 Stick
31 Sanctify GAL[NNER EIRIA with a
32 Born AN YIMs[E[E[D[sIMK[E Kick
Yesterday’s answer 7-18
2 8 Jo [0 [11

20 Wild
and

crazy
22 Have
coming
23 Songbirds
25 Longing
26 Exist
27 Twisted
violently
29 Barrel
310nin
years
32 Bad —,
Germany
34 Carry
on
38 Careless-
ness?
40 Neighbor-
hoods

9 Miserable 42 Office-

holders

43 “Phooey!”

44 Canyon
come-
back

45 Rams
fans?

47 Lotion
additive

48 Honey-
comb
compart-
ment

49 Get
ready

52 Cheer-
leaders’
call

ACROSS 37 Landers 59 Puppy’s
1 Young and cry
woman Coulter
5 Support- 38 Does DOWN
ing arithmetic 1 Capitol
8 Couples 39 Gripe output

12 Car repeatedly 2 Emana-

13 Mound 41 Leave tion
stat out 3Undo a

14 Incite 43 Edict dele

15 Demoli- 46 Spingam 4 Gregari-
tion Medal ous
crew org. 5 Retainer

17 Gull's 50 Rue the 6 Hockey
cousin marathon legend

18 Composer 51 He'll get a Bobby
Erik grip 7 Grate

19 Stroked 54 Comedian 8 Half
soothingly ~ Caroline an ice-

21 From 55 Corn cream
square spike flavor
one 56 Excava-

24 Karaoke tion 10 Shrek is
need, for 57 Affirma- one
short tive 11 Fax

25 Sailing actions 16 Under-
vessel 58 The girl standing

28 Not
pizzicato Solution time: 21 mins.

30 Weeding
tool

33 Mess
up

34 Cause, as
havoc

35 “Night-
mare”
street

36 Society
page
word Yesterday’s answer 7-19 53 Prior to
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“Do all kittens have to turn into cats?”

Bridge

West dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
®» A6
YK 7
® AO0O843
A 1097
WEST EAST
“®» 43 MK Q1097 52
¥Q1096 4 YAIR2
¢ QJ102 * 5
* 3 * 6
SOUTH
@]
¥s53
®*K 76
2K QI88542
The bidding:
West North East South
Pass 1 & 3 4 &
Pass 5

Opening lead — three of spades.

The Rabbit-in-the-Hat Trick

One does not have to do something brilliant in every
deal to acquire a reputation as a good player. On the
contrary, the best players achieve their high standing
primarily because they play right down the middle and
make very few errors.

It is true that what might seem like a simple play to an
expert may appear to be brilliant to a lesser player. But
most of the good plays made, when examined closely,
turn out to be only well-reasoned actions necessitated
by the circumstances of that particular deal.

In this hand, for example, declarer made a somewhat
unusual play that enabled him to make five clubs. West
led a spade, on which declarer, holding a singleton jack
opposite the ace, played low from dummy, losing to
East’s queen!

Of course, South could have avoided the loss of a
spade trick by playing the ace, but he had a very good
reason for ducking. It did not matter to him that he lost a
spade trick unnecessarily because he knew he could
later discard a diamond loser on the ace of spades. He
merely swapped a nonexistent spade loser for an oth-
erwise certain diamond loser.

The difference, however, was that as a result of this
play, South was able to make the contract. East returned
a spade at trick two, declarer discarding a diamond.

After leading a trump to the king, South cashed the K-
A of diamonds and ruffed a diamond. A trump to the
nine allowed South to ruff another diamond, establish-
ing dummy’s fifth diamond as a trick. One of declarer’s
heart losers was later discarded on the nine of diamonds,
and South finished with 11 tricks.

Observe that if declarer had won the opening lead with
the ace of spades, he would inevitably have gone down,
losing two hearts and a diamond. By substituting one
loser for another, he found a virtually foolproof way of
preventing West from gaining the lead and returning a
heart through dummy’s king.

North dealer.
East-West vulnerable.

NORTH
“® 107 4
YK QJ
®* AK Q10 3
oo A 2
WEST EAST
®» A 83 S K JO2
¥108643 ¥ AS
® 9 5 ®* J 62
+*J 7 6 . 109 54
SOUTH
“®» Q65
Yo 72
* 874
K Q83
The bidding:
North East South West
1 & Pass 1 NT Pass
3 NT
Opening lead — four of hearts.

Step-by-Step Reasoning

A defender should assume, as a matter of course, that
the contract he’s defending against can be defeated. If he
does not cultivate this attitude as a regular habit, many
opportunities to defeat opposing contracts will pass him
by.

Let’s say you’re East on this deal and partner leads the
heart four against three notrump. Should you take the ace
or withhold it? If you do take the ace, is it better to return a
heart, or should you shift to another suit? If you do shift,
should it be to a spade oraclub?

To find the answers to these questions, you must start
by assuming that the contract can be defeated. The next
stepisto countthe number of tricks declareris sure to make.
Aquick survey revealsthatthere are eight of themin dummy
consisting of five diamonds, a club and two hearts whether
you take the heart ace now or later.

This, in turn, leads you to conclude that if declarer has
the ace of spades, he cannot be defeated. You therefore
credit partner with the ace. Once you’ve reached this point,
it becomes much easier to answer the questions posed
above.

First, you must win the heart at trick one, because if
declarer has the K-Q of clubs, he can score a heart, five
diamonds and three clubs before your side regains the lead.
Second, you should not return a heart for the same rea-
son.

Third, since partner needs to have the spade ace for the
contractto be defeated, you must shiftto a spade. Butyou
cannot lead just any spade. If you return a low spade and
South has Q-x-x, as in the actual deal, he can make the
contract by playing low from his hand.

To catertothis possibility, you must return the spade jack
totrap South’s queen. Regardless of how declarer chooses
to proceed, he cannot stop you from collecting four spade
tricks, and the contract is defeated.

©2006 Bil Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

“It’s not crooked if you do this.”



