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Retail ® Norm Feuti (Sample)

OKAY, T WASN'T EVEN
CONSIDERED AS A CANDIDATE TO
MANAGE THE NEW GRUMBEL'S
THEY'RE OPENING IN SOUTHDALE.

FINE! WHATEVER!
f"%

Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc.

BUT IF THE GUY THEY DID HIRE
IS SO GREAT, WHY DOESN'T HE
ALREADY KNOW WHAT HE'S
DOING?! WHY DOES HE NEED

‘ ME TO TRAIN HIM?!

BECAUSE THEY
RECRUITED HIM FROM
OUTSIDE THE COMPANY.
HE WAS AN ASSISTANT
MANAGER AT DELMAN'S.

WELL, I GUESS
IF YOU'RE GOING
TO KNOCK ME
DOWN, YOU MIGHT
AS WELL KICK ME
IN THE TEETH TOO.

006 Norman Feuti

Baby Blues ® Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott (Sample)
N0V DON'T NEED To GO ON AN EXOTIC JUST PICK UP A N . NOUR LIBRARY CARD IS
VACATION To HAVE FON THIS SUMMER, 70, | | GOOD BOOK, AND ), i \ove TICKET To
W~ NOU CAN TPAVEL ADVENTURE!
p= ) ANYWHERE IN YouR )

IMAGINATION.

wuw.babyblues.om

TUST ABoUT EVERYONE IN THE VILLAGE IS

HERE, MGS PATTERSON: CHIEF GOULAIS,
THE BAND COONCIL A EloERS.. ) SO E00DE

www.garfield.com

Distributed by Universal Press Syndicate

Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne

THIS 1S A GATHERING
E—- BUT
WILL ALSO BE YoUR

NAMING CEREMONY-

MY NAMING,
cézEMoN\/?

HE HAS BEEN WANTING T©
CALL YoU SOMETHING FOR
A LONG TIME

He PeoPLE HAVE DECID-
ED 1 &6INe A SPIRIT
NAME, ELIZABETH. THIS
NAME WAS SENT TO

TESSE IN A DREAM—
HiIcH MADE HIM ==

ERY HAPPY. N
) §§

TO o
T

I Dist. By Universal Press Syndica

Crossword
ACROSS 38 Type of DOWN
1 “Holy card 1 Stare
cow!” 41 Chic, to stupidly
5 Shadowy Austin 2 Exam
8 Saucy Powers format
12 Neighbor- 42 Larry’s 3 Unpaid
hood pal worker
13 Sapporo 45 Bygone, 4 Possess-
sash to Burns ed
14 Unoriginal 46 Root 5 “Singin’
one vegeta- in the
15 Let off bles Rain”
17 Carnival 48 1960s director
attraction dance 6 Mountain
18 Sprite 49 — -tac- goat
19 Irritate toe 7 Central
20 Hatfield 50 Weapon 8 Diploma
foe of mouse material
21 Corral destruc- 9 Grand
22 “Wha’'dja tion story
say?” 51 Raced 10 Take it
23 QOil of 52 Pub from the
roses request top
26 Order 53 Sacro- 11 Low card
30 Approach sanct 16 Finished
31 Un-
hatched Solution time: 21 mins.
shad B[A[D M
32 Pennsyl- |E|X|A A
vania ALLIF R
R E|T K
port | B s[pjo[m
33 Nave G|A|[M[B TIAlG[E
access A|L/AIR HIU[L|A
35 Dead S|T|R|O E/B|E|L
ringer? -H o= ; i E|[R|A
36 Disen- 1[s|L[E o[M[E[N
cumber S|P|/U|R T|I|D|E
M|A|G[S AINT T|O|W
37 Healthy Yesterday’s answer 6-27

20 The word?

21 Pear-tree
occupant

22 Do some
weeding

23 Raggedy
one

24 Afternoon
affair

25 Pitch

26 “Friends”
cast
member

27 Coexist

28 Zero

29 First St.

31 Crimson

34 Swat

35 “Bye Bye
Birdie”
song

37 Impel

38 Insane

39 Modern
money

40 Astigma-
tism effect

41 “You've
Got —”

42 Artist
Joan

43 October
birthstone

44 Catch
sight of

46 Sch. org.

47 To the —
degree

2 |3

10 |11

GET ME )
OUT OF HERE

WANNA SEE
M@ RASH?

W/
R
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Blondie ® Chic Young
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P SOMETHING TELLS ME I FORGOT TO TAKE MY ANNUAL BATH THI3 YEAR
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THIS IS TOO MUCH WORK FOR
ONE PERSON TO DO, 80OSsSs!

rved
%
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KBE REASONABLE
—/\/\7

THAT WOULD BE OUT
OF CHARACTER FOR ME

QY’T...
5.

www.Blondie.com

CANTI
TAKE YOUR
PICTURE

©2006 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.

DO YOU THINK
I WAS TOO
HARSH?2

I WOLLDN'T KNOW,
I'VE NEVER HAD A
PAPARAZZ| PROBLEM

Zits ® Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

INCREPIBLY RISKY!

©2006 ZiTS Partnerstip. Distrbuted by King Features Syndicate

NOT ONLY 15 T ILEGAL {OUR PARENTS WILL BE | WELL, TDOMTE )
O HAVE PARTIES LIKE HELD RESRONSIBLE FOR THATETHE || WORK ANDTHEY
THIS, PIERCE, TS ALSO ANTTHING THAT HAPPENS WAY Tis /\ GETALTHE CREDITZ?

NTHESE PREMISES!

Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

WHEN I WAS AKID MY FRIENDS
AND I SPENT SUMMER NIGHTS
CAPTURING FIREFLIES IN JARS.

BREATHEZ

i

Cryptoquip

B SKP HQNIYRKRKQO RQ

HQEQZ RZYY RZXODF

MQXEC PZBCXBEEA SYHQNY

DOQMO BF QIYO CAY-B-EQP.

Yesterday's Cryptoquip: AS AN AVIATOR
BECOMES AN ACE PILOT, I BELIEVE HE MIGHT
MOVE TO A HIGHER PLANE.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: R equals T

DID YOU PUNCTURE HOLES
IN THE TOP SO THEY COULD

WELL, IF WE HAD
DONE THAT THEY
WOULD HAVE
ESCAPED.

REPORT YOU TO

{ SUMMERS THE
SOMEONE.

FIREFLIES JUST
SORT OF
4 DISAPPEARED.

. .
©2006 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.

PK SFZ'CH XHBCYTPMA
TPAT BMV DFL KFC GBGHC

NFLHEDX, YFZDV S§FIZ

QH B QFZMNS TZMNHC?
Yesterday's Cryptoquip: A BIG COMPETITION

T0 COLOR TREE TRUNKS WOULD GRADUALLY

BECOME KNOWN AS OPEN DYE-A-LOG.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue; C equals R

Bridge

South dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

¥ 4
€®J984
%*° 1092
WEST EAST
&®»Jo3 K 107 4
¥J 10832 YO 765
K 10 5 ® 7632
% 6 o+ ]
SOUTH
@®»
YAKQ
* A Q
2 AKQI753
The bidding:
South West North East
2 & Pass 2 o Pass
4 NT Pass 5 & Pass
7 e

Opening lead — jack of hearts.

Maximizing Your Chances

Many hands offer declarer a choice of two or more lines
of play. Declarer’s job in these cases is to try to find the
method of play most likely to win — in other words, the
percentage play.

In considering his options, declarer should examine all
the possibilities and not just the obvious ones. Unfortu-
nately, the best line of play is often camouflaged by alter-
natives that are much easier to see.

For example, take this deal where South, encouraged
by partner’s positive response to his forcing two-bid, con-
tracted for agrand slam and discovered he had a potential
diamond loser. Making the slam seemed to depend on
guessing whether to take a finesse in diamonds or in
spades — each a 50 percent proposition. As can be seen,
neither finesse would have worked as the cards lie.

But South saw a third option that offered a substantially
better chance than either finesse — the possibility of es-
tablishing a spade trick in dummy by trumping spades in
his own hand. Furthermore, he could pursue this possibil-
ity without relinquishing the 50 percent chance of relying
on a finesse to bring the grand slam home. If the spades
failed to divide favorably, he would still have the diamond
finesse in reserve.

Accordingly, after winning the heartlead with the queen,
declarer cashed the ace of spades and ruffed a spade high.
Next he led a low trump to dummy’s nine and ruffed an-
other spade high. Then came alow trump to dummy’s ten,
which drew West’s last trump and allowed South to ruff the
fourth round of spades, felling East’s king.

Declarer now ruffed the ace of hearts with dummy’s
deuce of trumps and discarded the diamond queen on
dummy’s spade queen to put the finishing touch on a well-
played hand.

ACROSS 41 Complain 58 Strange 23 Hiatus Tomorrow: Sylvia has trouble counting to 13.
1 Incite repeat- 59 Meadows 24 Jackie’s (c)2006 King Features Syndicate Inc.
5 “That’s a edly second

laugh”  431,2,3, DOWN mate North dealer.
8 Beyond etc. 1 Bearin 25 Seattle East-West vulnerable.
control (Abbr.) the air? squad NORTH
12 Leeway 45 Swamp- 2 Tiers 27 Payable 2K Q74
13 Katarina land 3 Leaves 29 Started YAQ
Witt's flower 4 Eastern 30 Type ®*AQ1062
arena 47 Rag potentate squares o107
14 Amahl's 51 Moist 5 With-it 32 Shrink WEST EAST
night in the sort 34 Papas’s L N} S A10
visitors morning 6 Expert “z ¥1096532 v74
15 April 52 Wonder- 7 “Damn co-star ®9754 * 83
bloom land Yankees” 37 Tramcar & A 4 P+dKIL6532
17 Overdo at  affair song contents SOUTH
the beach 54 Clumsy 8 Encom- 39 Daytime MO ROE6532
18 Rate fleet passing drama YKIS
19 Came 55 Hostel 9 Hawaiian 42 Cookout *KJ
down in work volcano site *$Q 9
buckets environ- 10 Shrek, 44 Play for =~ The bidding:
21 Snitch ment? for one time North East South West
22 “Take — 56 “Clair 11 Benevo- 45 Leading 1 e 2 2 Pass
Train” de — lent man 4 &

23 Petrol 57 Over 50 16 Autocrat 46 Celsius Opening lead — ace of clubs.

26 Roulette  percent  207Eurekal™ - equa  Sylvia Has Trouble Counting to 13

28 Bracelet  Solution time: 21 mins. degrees Most players at the club thought that Sylvia’s ab-

site Fahren- surd but largely successful tactics were just a matter

31 Vicinity heit of dumb luck. It’s probably true that on most occa-

33 Pirates’ 48 Authentic Sions her fantastic results were attributable to a kindly

quaff 49 Lab providence that somehow guarded her against disas-

35 Abound vessel ter. Whatever the explanation, it cannot be denied that

36 Schroe- 50 Deli at times Sylvia achieved extraordinary heights that as-

der’s loaves tounded and confounded the very best players in the
prop 53 This club.

38 Dawn clue’s Consider this deal where Sylvia, shortly after learn-

goddess place, ing the game, was playing rubber bridge with three of

40 Billboards aptly the club’s most prominent members. She had no fear

of any of them, which was a compliment these experts

1 2 3 |4 5 [6 |7 8 [9 [10 [11

could hardly return.

12

Having become vulnerable on the preceding hand
— following a series of hair-raising bids that left the

15 16

18

table in a high state of agitation — Sylvia (East) over-

called one diamond with two clubs, undeterred by the
unfavorable vulnerability and only eight points in high
cards.

South bid two spades, was raised to four by North,
and West led the ace and another club. Sylvia won

with the king and then tried to cash the jack despite

the fact that she was the only one with any clubs re-
maining. The term ruff-and-discard was not yet a part
of her vocabulary in those days, nor, in fact, was she
even aware that all 13 clubs were already accounted
for.

Declarer discarded a diamond, and West, a punc-

tilious soul, trumped with the jack, forcing dummy’s
queen. South then over took the queen of hearts with

his king and led a spade, only to learn that he now

Family Circus e Bill Keane

“Don’t stop reading if my eyes close,
Mommy. My ears stay awake later.”

had to lose two trump tricks. So South, a dentist by

profession, was left to grind his own teeth.
Tomorrow: How to capture a knave.

(c)2006 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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www.familycircus.com
“Billy’s our advertising manager.
He’s in the house blogging

about our business.”



