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Homeowners must decide on what's too little or too big

By Barbara Mayer
AP Special

Like Goldilocks, you may have
trouble making yourself athome in
places that seem too large or too
small. But you’re more likely to get
advice on coping with too little
rather than too much.

Each January, House Beautiful
magazine focuses on decorating
small spaces.

“A lot of people don’t live in
10,000-square-foot houses, and
even those who do have large
houses have small rooms to deco-
rate,” said Mark Mayfield, editor-
in-chief of the magazine.

New York City, a hotbed of styl-
ish decorating, always has been a
place of small rooms.

And all over the country people
are moving into downtown areas
and smaller rooms as old buildings
get turned into apartments, the edi-
tor said.

The consensus is thatit’s easier to
decorate a room that’s a little too
small than a room that’s way too

big, especially for the do-it-your-
selfer. A small room is already inti-
mate and the challenge is to make
it feel a bit more spacious, while
intimate is areal challenge for large
rooms, said decorator Mariette
Himes Gomez.

The market is cooperating with
those decorating smaller spaces.
There is a trend away from over-
large furniture, to pieces with
smaller proportions.

Now thateclectic mix-and-match
interiors are popular and people buy
one piece here and one there, manu-
facturers are offering plenty of
pieces that stand on their own.

There’s also more furniture for
multipurpose uses such as cocktail
tables that can be raised to dining
height.

The rise of moderately priced
fashionable merchandise is a god-
send to those decorating small
spaces on moderate budgets, said
Mayfield.

Yet statistics suggest that the typi-
cal new American house is getting

‘ ‘ “A lot of people don’t live in 10,000~
square-foot houses, and even those who
do have large houses have small rooms to

decorate.”

Mark Mayfield, editor-in-chief,
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bigger; so-called McMansions are
famous for double-height foyers
and living rooms and skating-rink
sized kitchens.

“People are attracted to double-
heightrooms because it’s like walk-
inginto a cathedral,” said Kira Wil-
son Gould, author of “Big Home,
Big Challenge.”

Of course, she added, “who
wantstoliveinacathedral?”” People
soondiscover they prefertobe cozy.

“Decorating a large space re-
quires more furniture than most
people are used to having,” Gould

said.

“Forexample, few would think of
putting two sofas in a living room,
but areally big room can take them
and often needs them.”

Other decorating ploys include
using several area rugs in different
sizes to create various sections for
different activities. Gould, who got
the idea for her new book after fur-
nishing a loft in Manhattan, turned
her open plan loft living room mea-
suring approximately 35 by 20 feet
intoalibrary, atelevision watching
area and a separate seating area.

She found it was good to have
some large-scale pieces of furni-
ture, such as an armoire or oversize
bookcases.

But ahuge sofa can be a mistake
ifit’s so deep that a short person sit-
ting down finds his or herlegs don’t
reach the floor.

She advises looking at all that
wall space as an opportunity to dis-
play large-scale art.

Itcould be asingle oversize can-
vasor a group of smaller art objects
placed together. ““You caneven dis-
play your collection of antique iron
tractor seats, or whatever.”

To get ideas for handling big
spaces, Gould suggests hanging out
inhotel lobbies and visiting historic
mansions open to the public.

Even if these spaces are too for-
mal and you wouldn’t want to copy
them exactly, you can learn from
their approaches.

“Make a list of what activities
youwantto accomplishinaroom,”
suggested Gould. Big rooms are
made for multiple activities.

Besides arearugs, you can delin-
eate spaces by changing the floor
level or a ceiling level, adding par-
tial walls and architectural orna-
ment such as moldings. Paint and
wallpaper are less expensive ways
to create the same kinds of changes
visually.

If you want to bring a room with
tall ceilings down a bit, make the
ceiling look lower by putting up a
molding down a few feet from the
top of the wall and painting the ceil-
ing adifferent color from the walls.

The bottom-line on too big or too
small? “With small rooms, use big-
ger furniture sparingly and allow
the room to dictate what you do,”
Gomez said.

“With large rooms, you can’t just
sprinkle furniture all around. Start
with a plan and create compart-
ments that add up to a whole.”
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June ~ National Home Ownership Month

For millions of individuals and families, the Ameri-
can Dream starts with owning a home. When
families move into a home of their own, they gain
independence and confidence, and their faith in
the future grows. The spread of ownership and
opportunity helps give our citizens a vital stake in
the future of America and the chance to realize
the great promise of our country.

Let these businesses help you when

buying

or selling your home!

Stock Realty &
Auction Co.

Wants to Promote and
Celebrate Homeownership

“Open the Door to Online

Information”
Below are some of the Web sites
devoted to housing-related issues

For Property Developers

Tax Credits:
www.danter.com/taxcredit
www.research.aarp.org
www.ruralhome.org

Affordable Housing:
www.designadvisor.org

Housing for Disabled Persons,
Elderly: www.hud.gov

Federal Mortgage programs for
Rental/Co-op Properties:
www.hud.gov

New Construction:
www.enterprisefoundation.org

For Renters

Federal Housing Choice Voucher:
www.hud.gov

Housing Financial Assistance:
www.ruralhome.org or www.nlihc.org
Affordable Rental Properties:
www.cbpp.org
www.pew-partnership.org

For Homebuyers/Homesellers
Property Listings:
www.REALTOR.com

Federal Homebuyer Savings Plan &
Mortgage Programs:

www.hud.gov

Energy Efficient Mortgage Program:
www.hud.gov

Rehabilitation Loans:

www.hud.gov or www.homepath.com
Housing Counseling:

www.hud.gov

Affordable Housing:
www.REALTOR.org
www.freddiemac.com

Low Down Payment:
www.homepath.com

460-SOLD (7653); 462-6133 (Res)

/& STOCK REALTY & AUCTION CO.
STRCK @z 390 N. Frankiin, Colby B

785-462-8255
410 N. Franklin
Colby, KS

HOME LOANS

* Fixed Rates

» Adjustable Rates
* Quick Turnaround
* No hassles

* Experienced Lenders
* FREE Pre-qualifying

Call
Sunflower Bank
today for details:

462-3313

HOME OWNERSHIP MONTH
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BANK
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BUYING A NEW HOME?
HOMEOWNER ALREADY?

Thomas County Insurance
would like the opportunity
to see if we can save
you some premium dollars
with great coverage.

MAS
ounty INSURANCE AGENCY

490 N. Franklin ¢ Colby, KS
462-3939

"When you list with Farm & Ranch,
it's as good as SOLD!!"

REALTORSsAUCTIONEERS s/APPRAISERS
CALL ONE OF OUR AGENTS TODAY!!

Naomi Ward e Steve Hazlett ¢ Ron Evans e Ed Currier
e Mike Bailey e Neal Mann eJay Knopp
¢ Ron Erickson ¢ Ed Carrigan e J.D. Hininger

WE ARE YOUR REAL ESTATE AND
AUCTION PROFESSIONALS IN KANSAS,
COLORADO, NEBRASKA
WITH OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE!

Farm & Ranch Realty, Inc.
%:% 1420 W. 4™ - P.O. BOX 947 %:%
COLBY, KS 67701

1-785-462-3904 H\

VISIT OUR WEBSITE @ www.farmandranchrealty.com

fh DONALD L. HAZLETT, BROKER

60 YEARS STRONG
PROVIDING FOR ALL YOUR
REAL ESTATE NEEDS

homelandre@hotmail.com

Pat Sloan, Broker
Marilyn Meyer, Sales
Tawny Stover, Sales

Tom Harrison, Broker
Jerry Wycoft, Sales
Ross Stover, Sales

Personal Service
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Owning Your Own Home
Is The American Dream

t's also a good investment. And today's low
interest rates make it an excellent time to buy.

When you've found the right home, come visit with us
about a Home Loan. We'll answer all your questions
and explain your options. And if you act now, you can
take advantage of very attractive interest rates.

240 W. 4th
Colby, KS
785-460-3321

or toll free
1-877-460-3321 - .
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LENDER Mortgage Loan Officer, VP




