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CrosswordRetail • Norm Feuti (Sample)

For Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip
Family Circus • Bill Keane

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott (Sample)

You lead the six of spades, and declarer wins
partner’s ten with the jack. South leads a heart to
dummy’s jack and returns the queen of diamonds,
which you win with the king. How would you con-
tinue?

From the play thus far, it is clear that South’s open-
ing notrump bid (16 to 18 points) included the ace of
hearts, ace of diamonds and A-K-J of spades (your
partner cannot have the ace or king of spades, judging
from his play at trick one). It follows that South can-
not have the king of clubs, which would give him 19
points.

You should therefore shift to the club three at this
point, confident that partner will win with the king. If
partner has another club to return, you will defeat the
contract.

If you fail to lead a club and instead woodenly re-
turn a spade, declarer will score three spade tricks, three
diamond tricks and at least three hearts to make the
contract.

2. You are declarer with the West hand at Six
Notrump, and North leads the ten of hearts. How would
you play the hand?

West [S] A 7 4 2; [H] K J 3; [D] A K 4; [C] K 9 5
      East  [S] K 6; [H] A Q 4; [D] Q 10 2; [C] A 10 8 7 6

The only problem is how to handle the clubs to give
yourself the maximum chance for four tricks in the suit.
Best is to win the heart in dummy, lead the club six and
play low if South plays low. (If the six wins, continue
with the seven.) If the six loses to North’s jack or queen,
win any return and play the king of clubs. The slam
becomes certain if North follows suit to the king.

The only time this line of play fails is when North
has been dealt the singleton jack or queen. If you alter-
natively attacked the clubs by first cashing the king or
ace, you would go down if the next player was either
void of clubs or held a low singleton. These cases out-
number those where North holds a singleton honor.

The Common-Sense Viewpoint
A fine declarer plays most hands as if he can see every

card in the defenders’ hands. This knack of playing as
though all the cards are exposed can usually be attrib-
uted to inferences declarer draws from either the bid-
ding or the early plays by the defense.

To illustrate, examine this deal where declarer
should make five diamonds even though he seems
certain to lose a club and two hearts. Assume that West
leads the nine of spades in response to East’s opening
spade bid. Since the nine is obviously West’s highest
spade, declarer knows that East holds the K-10, and
he should put this knowledge to good use by covering
the nine with the jack. Failure to do so would cost de-
clarer the contract if East followed low to West’s nine.

After South takes East’s king of spades with the ace,
he enters dummy with a trump, leads a spade, and fi-
nesses the eight. Next he cashes the queen of spades,
discarding a club from dummy, and then ruffs his last
spade in dummy.

The stage is now set for the kill. Declarer plays
dummy’s king of clubs, saddling East with the lead,
and East has no recourse. He can return a heart to
dummy’s K-J, or he can lead a club or a spade, allow-
ing South to discard a heart and ruff in dummy. Either
way, East’s goose is cooked.

Declarer’s course of play is clearly marked from the
start. East’s opening bid virtually marks him with the
ace of clubs, and West’s nine-of-spades lead tells de-
clarer that East has the K-10 of spades. All South has
to do is to put this information to good use.


