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MIDWAY THROUGH I WONDER WHY OKAY. WE NEED ACR_OSS 36 Resent- 2 The 20 Emulates
THE JUNE MANAGEMENT THAT IS. IS IT THE TO START THINKING 1 Ninny ment sun Simon
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H = S | 25 Sug- network grossed 39 See to
gested Solution time: 25 mins. 40 “— we
29 Tie O[L]A forget”
For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston up the VIGIN 42 Now he's
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Greg Howard

MORNING, GUYS! ARE YOU READY
FOR SOME SOFTBALL=Z!2
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Garfield ¢ Jim Davis
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne
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BETTER WISH

USUALLY ON GAME DAY DAD JUST

SITS OUTSIDE AND PUTS HIS HEAD J

IN HIS HANDS.

A WINNING
STREAK CAN
DO TO A MAN.
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FOR MORE
SAND THIS ACROSS
FEAR 1 Wield a
needle
4 Dia-
stemata
8 Wonder-
ful, in rap
slang
12 Mesozoic,
for one
13 Monad
14 Hold the
scepter
15 Have a
bug
16 State with
certainty
17 Portent
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22 Glutton-
ous sort

I WISH YOU COULD'VE STAYED
OUT A LITTLE LONGER TONIGHT

]

23 Hold-up
man?
26 Come
together
27 Just out
30 Burden
31 Rose,
when
young?
32 Tibetan

\

. BUT MY DAD'S
= GOTTA GET
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COME POWN FROM
THERE, BEETLE/
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monk
33 Church

seat
34 Take

wing

35 Read 53 Drenched 20 Tin Man’s
17-Across need

36 Favorable DOWN 23 Jungfrau,
vote 1 Member- e.g.

37 Send out ship 24 Water
invitations 2 Great tester?
38 DVD quintet 25 Matlock’s

forerunner  member field
45 Concept 3 Humpty's 26 Fellow
46 Toy witha  perch 27 Kvetch
tail 4 Tropical 28 Ostrich’s
47 Paul fruits kin
Newman 5 Toon 29 Kids’ card
movie squasher game
48 Holiday 6 Slapstick 31 Con-
song arsenal gested
49 Jeannie 7 Like 32 “Star
portrayer the U.S. Wars”
50 Black- flag hero
bird 8 Tine 34 Back
51 Auto- 9 Drones 35 Agree-
maker 10 Shel- ment
Ransom tered 36 Rings out
Eli — 11 Bivouac 37 Michael-
52 Pub home mas daisy
missile 19 “Zounds!” 38 Source of
Solution time: 27 mins. veritas
39 “American
40 “Monopo-
ly” card
41 Verdi
opera
42 Spring
E E occur-
N rence
RIr| 43 Melody
u[n] 44 Tend
Yesterday’s answer 6-17 texts
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YOU'LL HAVE

TO GET HIM
UP BEFORE
YOU CAN GET
HIM DOWN
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BX HNPIH CYOC LDOR “JU

JUUHD NH PUUR JUUHD!”
Yesterday's Cryptoquip: IF A GENTLEMAN

WERE TO WED A GLEEFUL MS. POPPINS,

GATHER HE WOULD MARRY MERRY MARY.

Today’s Cryptoguip Clue; U equals 0

LUCIISL NGHO CVHWS
NHYUVHEL OGH NISN

CZHWKE EHJKD KHSGIKD

CIT ECL: *CYUZJFCK JEIU.”

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: A HANDFUL OF
ANTI-HANGING PROTESTERS HELD UP SIGNS
THAT READ “NO NOOSE 1§ GOOD NOOSE!”

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue; T equals L

6-16
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“But how can laughter be contagious?
It's not a disease, is it?”

Bridge — Test Your Play
1. You are West, and the bidding

has gone:
South
I NT
3NT

West
Pass

North
2 NT

East
Pass

NORTH
673
YKQIJ
€QJ108
®7642

WEST

#Q9862

v9?2

*K 7

#AQ83

You lead the six of spades, and declarer wins
partner’s ten with the jack. South leads a heart to
dummy’s jack and returns the queen of diamonds,
which you win with the king. How would you con-
tinue?

From the play thus far, it is clear that South’s open-
ing notrump bid (16 to 18 points) included the ace of
hearts, ace of diamonds and A-K-J of spades (your
partner cannot have the ace or king of spades, judging
from his play at trick one). It follows that South can-
not have the king of clubs, which would give him 19
points.

You should therefore shift to the club three at this
point, confident that partner will win with the king. If
partner has another club to return, you will defeat the
contract.

If you fail to lead a club and instead woodenly re-
turnaspade, declarer will score three spade tricks, three
diamond tricks and at least three hearts to make the
contract.

2. You are declarer with the West hand at Six
Notrump, and North leads the ten of hearts. How would
you play the hand?

West [S]A742;[HIKJ3;[D]AK4;[C]K95

East [S]K6;[HIAQ4;[D]Q102;[C]A10876

The only problem is how to handle the clubs to give
yourself the maximum chance for four tricks in the suit.
Bestis to win the heartindummy, lead the club six and
play low if South plays low. (If the six wins, continue
withthe seven.) If the six loses to North’s jack or queen,
win any return and play the king of clubs. The slam
becomes certain if North follows suit to the king.

The only time this line of play fails is when North
has been dealt the singleton jack or queen. If you alter-
natively attacked the clubs by first cashing the king or
ace, you would go down if the next player was either
void of clubs or held alow singleton. These cases out-
number those where North holds a singleton honor.

East dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
@»]Js5
YKIJI8&83
® A9862
K 4
WEST EAST
“®» 9 4 DK 107 6 3
¥10962 YvYAQ4
* 4 * 7
P+ 86532 oA Q97
SOUTH
@S A QS82
¥75
K QJ1053
% 10
The bidding:
East South West North
1 & 2 & Pass 4 &
Pass 5 &
Opening lead — nine of spades.

The Common-Sense Viewpoint

A fine declarer plays mosthands asifhe canseeevery
card in the defenders’ hands. This knack of playing as
though all the cards are exposed can usually be attrib-
uted to inferences declarer draws from either the bid-
ding or the early plays by the defense.

To illustrate, examine this deal where declarer
should make five diamonds even though he seems
certaintolose aclub and two hearts. Assume that West
leads the nine of spades in response to East’s opening
spade bid. Since the nine is obviously West’s highest
spade, declarer knows that East holds the K-10, and
he should put this knowledge to good use by covering
the nine with the jack. Failure to do so would cost de-
clarer the contract if East followed low to West’s nine.

After South takes East’s king of spades with the ace,
he enters dummy with a trump, leads a spade, and fi-
nesses the eight. Next he cashes the queen of spades,
discarding a club from dummy, and then ruffs his last
spade in dummy.

The stage is now set for the kill. Declarer plays
dummy’s king of clubs, saddling East with the lead,
and East has no recourse. He can return a heart to
dummy’s K-J, or he can lead a club or a spade, allow-
ing South to discard a heart and ruff in dummy. Either
way, East’s goose is cooked.

Declarer’s course of play is clearly marked from the
start. East’s opening bid virtually marks him with the
ace of clubs, and West’s nine-of-spades lead tells de-
clarer that East has the K-10 of spades. All South has
to do is to put this information to good use.
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“Do golf balls come in heart-shaped
boxes?”’
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