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Young poet salutes our flag
with winning rhyme

DEAR ABBY: Years ago, when
our daughter, Stacy, was in the
eighth grade, a contest was held at
her school to see if they could win
one of the flags that had flown over
the U.S. Capitol.

Our daughter, whois now grown,
won the prize for the best poem. We
thought you might like to printiton
Flag Day for your readers to enjoy.
We think its message is one that is
worthwhile.

— STACY’S PROUD PAR-
ENTS IN NEW YORK

DEAR PROUD PARENTS: I
agree with you. It is not only
worthwhile, I found it touching.
Readers, this poem was read into
the Congressional Record during
the second session of the 8§9th
Congress. Read on:

THE FLAG

(By Stacy Frank, Grade 8)

This flag of red and white and
blue

May not mean very much to
you.

But as for me this banner flies

And with its mighty voice it
cries

Out to peoples far and near

To proclaim our freedom here.

A small beginning, I agree,

But like the acorn to the tree.

Thirteen states we had at first,

But as our country grew, our
thirst

For land and freedom did not
stop.

Abigail Van Buren

Thatland did well; produced a
crop

For countries of the world to
share

And then they knew our flag
was fair.

And underneath this starry
wing

Foreign peoples help to sing

The greatest story ever told,

The story of our country bold.

Of its birth into the world

And of its wondrous flag un-
furled.

And over the world there ne’er
will stand

The flag of any other land

That will mean as much to me

As this flag of liberty.

DEAR ABBY:Iam 19, and I'm
wondering if you could give me
some information. When I was in
high school, one of my teachers told
us about a little program where we
could write to soldiers — youknow,
acomforting letter to let them know
there are people out here who sup-
port them.

Ihave moved several times since

® Dear Abby

Kansas worker's first design

captures license plate Oscar

TOPEKA (AP) Diane
Albert’s first design brought Kan-
sas what amounts to the Oscar for
license plates.

Designing plates is part of
Albert’s duties at the Department of
Revenue inits Division of Vehicles.
More than three years ago, she hit
upon featuring a buffalo on the
state’s personalized plates.

Now, with about 77,000 “Buffy”
plates on the road, collectors are
agog. The Automobile License
Plate Collectors Association named
the plate as the best issued in 2005
by states and Canadian provinces,
and the department celebrated
Tuesday during anews conference.

“This is pretty cool,” said
Carmen Alldritt, the division’s di-
rector. “This is like the Academy
Awards of the license plate world.”

The personalized plate is tan,
with abrown border and brown let-
ters. Its depiction of a buffalo stand-
ing in water comes from a photo.
The state issues its plates in five-
year cycles, and the first “Buffy”
plates went to people willing to pay
a $40 fee for a specialized plate
starting last year.

Michael Naughton, the
association’s president, said the
plate is — as all good plates are —
easy to read, with clean graphics.
But the Kansas plate also tells
people about the state.

“Does the meaning of the plate
come to you right away?” he said.
“Here, you see the buffalo, you
think of the Great Plains, Kansas.”

Individual association members
nominate plates, and most of its
3,000 active members pick the win-
ning design, Naughton said. The
association firstissued its award in
1971, foraclassic plate shaped like
apolar bear, issued the year before
by Canada’s Northwest Territories.
Kansas also won the award for 1980
and 1994.

The winning 2005 design began
with a conversation Albert over-
heard between two young women.
One commented that she would buy
a license plate picturing a buffalo.
Albert sketched a design, though
she said her first, rough rendering
wasn’t impressive.

“Being no artist, my sketch of
‘Buffy’looked like a hairy pig,” she
said.

Community grieves

ALTAMONT (AP) — Brett
Carlson’s Spanish classes at
Labette County High School here
were always so full students had to
wait until their sophomore year to
getin, because so many upperclass-
men wanted to take them.

The popular 26-year-old teacher
and a student were missing Monday
after being swept away by currents
at a Costa Rican beach, where the
group of Labette students were re-
laxing during a language immer-
sion trip.

The body of Danielle Tongier, 18,
who graduated from the school last
year, was found Saturday. The next
day, searchers found the body of
Andrew Harpstrite, a 17-year-old
junior at Labette.

The two teens, along with junior
JessicaPierce, 17, apparently gotin
trouble while swimming off Palo
Seco beach, near the town of
Parrita, about 180 miles south of the
Costa Rican capital of San Jose.
Carlsonreportedly jumpedinto try
to save them.

Pierce and Carlson still were
missing Monday, as Altamont resi-
dents awaited the group’s return.
Grief counselors were available at
the high school.

Carlson, school officials said,
saw the trip as a way to further his
students’ skills in the Spanish lan-
guage.

“This is the first year they have
gone,” said assistant superintendent
Chris Kastler. “He has always been
hesitant to do it because of the risk
of things. To really learn the lan-
guage they need to be in that culture
— speaking it, be immersed in it.”
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