Colby Free Press FridayJune 9, 2006 Page 5

Anglicans look to gathering for calm or confrontation

By Associated Press

Inan Easter season letter to lead-
ers of the Anglican Communion,
the Archbishop of Canterbury set
out their priorities for a once-a-de-
cade summit planned for 2008. The
note was all about survival: How do
we heal the feuds over gay clergy
and other rifts and manage to hold
together 77 million followers
around the world?

But a deeper question — being
asked with increasing urgency — is
whether it’s worth the effort.

Some critical judgments may
emerge when the Episcopal Church
— the American branch of the em-
battled Anglican family — begins
its General Convention on Tuesday
in Columbus, Ohio.

What’s at stake seems profound:
Anearly 500-year-old religious tra-
dition going back to King Henry
VIII’s famous break from the
Vatican to establish the Church of
England. But the modern reality is
much more messy.

Factions have engaged in theo-
logical combat since the 2003 con-
secration of the first openly gay
Episcopal bishop, V. Gene
Robinson of New Hampshire. Con-
servative dioceses are withholding
money, congregations are looking
for leadership — and the Anglican
Communion has no central author-
ity or doctrine to try torally around.
In short: Many bricks but not much
mortar.

Some are tired of unity, if all it
means is more fighting, and a for-
mal rupture would effectively mean
little in the pews. Priests and follow-
ers have generally picked their
sides. But theologians worry an
Anglican disintegration would set
aworrying example to other main-
line Protestant denominations
struggling over gay clergy and
same-sex unions — the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America and
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
among them.

“There’s a de facto split now,”
said Andrew Carey, a British-based
commentator on Anglican affairs.
“We can’t say it’s broken beyond
repair, butit’s effectively impaired.
Everyone is watching what will
come next.”

The delegates heading for Ohio
have the opportunity to seek calm
or more confrontation.

In crafting a message to other
Anglican churches, they could send
an olive branch to conservatives
worldwide fuming over same-sex
blessings and Robinson’s wide-
spread acceptance in the West. A
snub, however, would reinforce
perceptions that the communion is
locked in a fatal battle over what it
should stand for.

Liberals, including many in the
Episcopal church, say issues of so-
cial justice and anti-discrimination
are the priorities for the 21st cen-
tury. Traditionalists, led by Africans

Couple finds artistic
niche in later years

OSWEGO (AP) — A visitor to
the home of Dorothy and Jack
Jeffries might notice a small
stained-glass window in the upper
level of the house. That window
represents Dorothy’s determination
as well as her ability to quickly
master new artistic skills.

Several years ago, Dorothy took
an arts and crafts class and told the
instructor she wanted to learn how
to make stained-glass windows.
The instructor showed her the ma-
terials and left her to figure itout on
her own.

A short time later, Dorothy was
approached about teaching a class
through Labette Community Col-
lege, so she made the window that
is now in her house to prove to the
college that she could create stained
glass.

Since then, Dorothy has taught
herself other crafts, including ce-
ramic and porcelain sculpture. And
although they no longer teach at the
college, Dorothy and her husband,
Jack, still offer classes in stained
glass that are well attended by older
residents.

“They’ll make a nice little piece
and give it to their grandchildren,”
Jack said. “They don’t care how
longittakes, they just wanttodoit.”

Butthe Jeffrieses don’tjustteach
classes. Over the years, the couple
has been commissioned to make
stained-glass windows for several
churchesinthe area, which, it turns
out, is the reason Dorothy was in-
terested in the first place.

“I just had the deep desire in me
to do church windows,” she said.

Dorothy is quick to point out that
Jack has been with her every step of
the way in her endeavors.

“I’m really fortunate,” she said.
“Whatever I want to do, he says,
I’'ll help you.”™

Jack’s explanation for his in-
volvement is simple: “It’s some-
thing we both like to do.”

Asproofthatit’snevertoo late to
learn something new, the Jeffrieses
did not begin their artistic endeav-
orsuntillaterinlife. Jack was afull-
time construction worker whose job
frequently took him out of state, and
Dorothy was busy raising six chil-
dren.

It wasn’t until the last of their
children was almost grown that she
took the arts class.

“Sometimes I wish we’d have
taken it up when we were young,”
Jack said. “Ilike toleave something
pretty. Someone down the line will
say, 'Oh, Jack Jeffries did that years
ago.”

Added Dorothy, “Ienjoy creating
something that’s going to be around
for a while.”

The Jeffrieses don’tburn the mid-
night oil quite as much as they used
to, but their enjoyment of the work
hasn’t diminished.

The couple manages to stay busy.
Whether running their antique store
in downtown Oswego or making a
privately commissioned stained-
glass window with several hundred
individual pieces in it, they still
have time to teach others.

“It gives them something to do
when they’re 60 and up,” Dorothy
said.

Regions have no ministry in place

REDLANDS, Calif. (AP) - New
research released Tuesday by Mis-
sion Aviation Fellowship analyzes
364 isolated areas whose inhabit-
ants are considered the hardest to
reach for evangelistic work and so-
cial services.

Ofthe world’s 20 “least-reached”
ethnic groups, 15 were in Asia, in-
cluding five each in Afghanistan
(Hazara, Pashtun, Tajik, Turkeman,
Uzbek) and China (Han, Han-Gan,
Kham, Salar, Tu) and two in Nepal
(Magar, Rai).

Other groups on the list were lo-
cated in Djibouti, Guinea, India,
[raq, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco
and Pakistan.A broaderindex of the
most difficult areas for Christian

N — )
General Public M
Transportation Vana

Hours: 8 am to 4 pm
H Days: Monday - Friday
Phone:

460-2901 (8 am-12:30 pm)
443-9208 (12:30 pm - 4 pm)

ﬁ If possible call for
Reservavtions by 11 am
the previous business
day. Provided to Colby,
Brewster, Gem, Menlo,
Rexford and a Portion of
ﬁ Oakley as needed. m
“This Project Funded in
E Part by the KDOT §
Public Transit Program”

=), oo, D). oo, oo oo

missionaries to reach showed 173
in Africa, 97 in Latin America and
94 in Asia.

In all, two-thirds of the regions
had little or no Christian ministry in
place.

Vacation
Bible School

“B.0.0.T. CAMP:
Biblical Qutlook &
Qutreach Training”

Mon. - Fri., June 12-16
8:45 - 11:50 a.m. Daily

Colby Berean Church
1000 S. Franklin, Colby

Daily Theme: Training young
Christian soldiers to focus on God -

their Commander-In-Chief, to live to
please Him, and to tell others about
Jesus Christ.

Daily Activities: Singing, Bible les-
sons, crafts, games, and Christian
fellowship with other kids.

Age Range: Kids from 4 years of
age through completion of 6th grade
(during Fall 2006) are invited to
attend.

Registration: Children may either
register at the door or preregister by
contacting Dan and Lois O’Brien at
785-460-7530.

This year’s Vacation Bible School
should be a great time of learning about
God through His word and having fun
and Christian fellowship with other kids.

and the so-called “Global South,”
insiston strictinterpretations of the
Bible and point to a 1998 Anglican
declaration calling homosexuality
“incompatible with Scripture.”

Keeping them all under the An-
glican tent is the goal of the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, the Rev.
Rowan Williams. He has used his
position as spiritual leader of the
communion to constantly appeal
for unity.

“We cannot give up,” he told a
global conference of Christian
churches in February. In this March
letter, he asked the Anglican lead-
ership to “think and pray about the
challenges that face us as a world-
wide church” in preparation for the
2008 conference in London.

Butthere’s no guarantee the com-
munion can hobble along until then.
It’s already a hothouse for many of
the pressures facing all Christianity
— suchas the growing strength and
assertiveness of African churchesin
shaping the faith.

The Anglican tensions are even

sharper because no one is really in
charge. Its bishops operate with
wide autonomy and can either ac-
cept or ignore guidance from Will-
iams and his advisers.

This has given conservatives the
confidence to attack.

Combative Nigerian Archbishop
Peter Akinola and other Africans
have come close to full-scale mu-
tiny. Some have refused to accept
financial aid from U.S. Episcopal
churches and have offered a spiri-
tual home to parishes and seminar-
ians in the West opposed to the lib-
eral moves. They have numbers on
their side: There are more Anglican
Communion members in Africa
than in Britain and North America
combined.

Ironically, Africa and other im-
poverished points could pay the
highest price if their complaints end
up tearing apart the communion.
Church-administered aid channels
from the West could dry up. At the
same time, the communion would
further disintegrate into a hodge-

podge of practices.

It’s already happening to some
extent. The Episcopal diocese in
Fort Worth, Texas, refuses to ordain
women despite a General Conven-
tion order in 1997 making it man-
datory.

In Connecticut, six parishes
asked tobe removed from oversight
by the bishop because of his support
for the gay priest Robinson. The

dispute remains unresolved.

“Is the communion worth sav-
ing?” asked Carey, whose father,
the Rev. George Carey, served as
Archbishop of Canterbury from
1991t02002. “These days, it comes
downto who you ask. But, ifit splits
up, it will be seen as a total betrayal
of the idea of Christian unity. You
could say there’s atleast atheologi-
cal imperative to keep it together.”

Moonlight Gardens

End-of-the Season CLOSEQUT!!

Kaus Kids will sell

remaining inventory
June 19th to ?.

June 9, 10, 11 & 12th...30% off!
June 13, 14 & 15th...40% off! June 16, 17 & 18th...50% off!

Annuals ¢ Perennials
Roses ¢ Trees * Shrubs ¢ Baskets ¢ Planters

_MOONLIGHT GARDENS

3 Mi. N. on Hwy. 25, 1/2 mi. W. of Colby

462-6355
Tues. & Thurs. till 8:00  Sun.:1:00-4:00

Open Mon.-Sat.: 9:30-5:00
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Worship in the church
of your choice this
weekend.
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, Rev. Carol Rahn, 515 W. 4th, 462-6342, Worship, 9:00 a.m.

Schedule of church services

ASCENSION-ON-THE-PRAIRIE EPISCOPAL,
Rev. Don Martin, College Drive & Wheatridge
Rd., 462-3041, Holy Eucharist, 9:00 a.m. every
Sunday. Evening Prayer, 5:15p.m. Wednesday,
Septemberthrough May. Christian Education for
Youth, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, September
through May

COLLEGE DRIVE ASSEMBLY OF GOD,

Pastor, Jeremy Gundling, 245 W. College Dr. -
462-8234, Early Service - 8:00 a.m.; Sunday
School 9:30a.m., Morning Worship-10:45a.m.

BEREAN CHURCH, 1000 S. Franklin, 460-2763,
www.colbyberean.com; Sunday School9:30a.m.,
Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m. Awana Clubs,
Wednesday, 7 p.m., Middle & High School,
Wednesday, 7 p.m. @ the Heartland Christian
School Gym

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, Pastor Bradley L.
Herndon, Grant & Webster Street, 462-2867,
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m., Sunday School
9:15a.m., Evening Worship 6:30 p.m., Wednes-
day Bible 7:30 p.m.

COLLEGE VIEW BAPTIST CHURCH, (SBC),
Pastor Tom Huffman, 1185 Wheatridge Rd. at
College Drive, 460-7144, Sunday Bible Study
9:30a.m., Sunday Worship services, 10:45a.m.

MINGO BIBLE CHURCH, 420 Main Mingo, 785-
462-2992: An independent community church
served by Village Missions Pastor Chris Shubert.
Sunday School: 9:30AM - all ages. Sunday Ser-
vices: 10:45AM. Sunday Nights: 1st Sunday of
the month: potluck following morning service -
no evening service; 2nd Sunday: services at
6:30 PM; 3rd Sunday: informalfellowship - bring
a snack to share!; 4th and 5th Sunday: services
at6:30 p.m.

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC, 462-2179, Fa-
ther Dana Clark, Pastor, Saturday Eve. Mass
5:30 p.m., Sunday Masses 8:00 & 10:00 a.m.,
Confessions will be heard Saturday 4:30-5:05

p.m.andfrom 7:30-7:45a.m.and 9:25-9:40 a.m.
on Sunday.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, Rev. Carol
Rahn, 515 W. 4th, 462-6342, Worship, 9:00a.m.

WESLEYAN CHURCH, 320 W. Pine - 462-8391,
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Sunday Worship
10:40a.m., Sunday Evening Cellgroups at 6:00
p.m., Wednesday Youth Ministries, Kids Club-
house 7 p.m.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-
DAY SAINTS, 1145 S. Franklin - 460-6605,
President Gary Slavens, 460-2656; Rocky
Robbins, 1st counselor, 460-1101; Tim Wilson,
2nd counselor, 785-846-7796. Sacrament meet-
ing 10 a.m., Sunday School and Primary 11:20
a.m., Priesthood, Relief Society, YM/YW, 12:10
p.m.; Family History Center open to public, 7-9
p.m. Thursdays or by appointment. Call 462-
3571.

COLBY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, Rev.
James Mardock, pastor, 950 S. Franklin, 462-
6521, Sunday Worship Services at 8:30 and
11:00 a.m., 6:30 p.m., Fellowship coffee 9:30
a.m., Sunday School, 9:45 a.m., KXXX broad-
casts 11:00 worship. http://www.gbgm-umc.org/
colby-umc/

REDEEMING LOVE MINISTRIES, INC., 345N.
Franklin, Apostle W.G. and Rev. Orvella Romine,
Equipping Class, Sunday, 10 a.m., Sunday wor-
ship, 11 a.m., Wednesday, R.L.M Training Cen-
ter (Bible School), 7 p.m.

CHURCH OF CHRIST, 510 E. 4th, Jay Kelley,
minister, Sunday Bible Study 9:30 a.m., Sunday
Worship 10:30 a.m., Sunday Eve. Worship 6:00
p.m., Wednesday, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

COLBY EVANGELISM CENTER, Rev. Robert
Cooper, 815 West 3rd - 462-2062, Sunday
School 9:45; Sunday service 10:00 and 6:30
p.m.; Wednesday Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Friday
Youth Power Hour at 7:00 p.m.

This feature is sponsored by these business firms and individuals
as a contribution to the religious life of the community.

To become a sponsor, call Crystal Rucker,
or Jasmine Crotinger at 462-3963.

We appreciate the businesses and individuals who
have been faithful contributors to this space.

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH, (Disciples of
Christ), Pastor Bradley L. Herndon, 385 W. 3rd -
460-2718, Sunday Morning Worship at 9:00
a.m.; Sunday School at 10:30 a.m. E-mail:
fecccolby @st-tel.net

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH, Rev. John L.
Schmidt, East 5th & Country Club, 462-3497,
Services, Sat., 5:30 p.m., Sunday; Sunday
School and Adult Bible Class 9:15 a.m.; Ser-
vices,10:30 a.m.

OURSAVIORS LUTHERAN CHURCH, Brewster,
Sunday worship 9:00 a.m.; 2nd Sunday of the
month at 8:00 a.m.

PLEASANT HOME CHURCH, Pastor, Charlie
Busch, 694-2242, 3190 Road 70, Edson, Wor-
ship, 9:00 a.m., Sunday School 10:00 a.m.,
Evening service, 6:00 p.m.

LEVANT COMMUNITY CHURCH, 205 1st St.,
Pastor Jerry Vincent, 586-2376, Sunday School
(classesfor3years & up and 3 adultclasses) 9:30
a.m., Morning worship 10:30 a.m., Sunday
Evening Worship 7:00 p.m.

WINONAMETHODIST CHURCH, Rev. Michael
Eurit, Sunday School, 10:30 a.m., Morning Wor-
ship 9:30 a.m. (CDT)

BREWSTER UNITED METHODIST CHURCH,
PO Box 250, Brewster. Pastor Dorine Chambers,
785-462-6044, Sunday School, 9:45a.m., Morn-
ing Worship, 10:45 a.m.

THE SHEPHERD’S STAFF, REXFORD, Joan
Dingwerth, Director, 687-2565

REXFORD COMMUNITY CHURCH, Rexford,
Pastor Lane Purcell, 687-3305, Sunday School
9:30 a.m., Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

BREWSTER COMMUNITY CHURCH, Mike
Pinkelman, Pastor, Brewster - 694-2720, Sunday
School (all ages) 9:30 a.m., Worship Service
10:30 a.m., Bible Study 7:00 p.m., Wed. morn-
ings 6:30 a.m. - Men’s Bible Study, Wed. 7:00
p.m. - Children’s Ministries (Royal Rangers/
Missionettes), Wed. 7:15 p.m. - Intercessory &
Prayer, Thurs. 4:00 p.m. - Women’s Bible Study

128 Nebraska

The Guest House

Brewster, KS 67732

Call Sherri @ 785-694-3058 or
Christina @ 785-694-3472

COLBY
LUMBER

Bud Van Horn and Staff
1760 W. 4th 462-2181
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Call 462-3963 or stop by
155 W. 5th St., Colby
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Wednesday is double print day.

Mark & Aradath Beringer
420 N. Franklin, 462-8169

Cotsy

155 W. 5th - Colby
462-3963




