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CrosswordRetail • Norm Feuti (Sample)

For Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott (Sample)

Swapping Horses in Midstream
 Declarer can sometimes turn what appears to be

an unfriendly development to his own advantage.
To do so, however, he must remain flexible at all
times, lest the opportunity pass him by.

Consider this deal where West led the club queen
against five diamonds. South’s only concern was
the possibility of losing three heart tricks, and he
could see two chances to hold his heart losers to
two. One was that the jack of spades might fall
when he cashed his three top spades, establishing
the ten for a discard of one of dummy’s hearts.
Failing that, he could lead a heart from dummy and
hope East had the ace.

 Accordingly, South ruffed the club lead, drew
a round of trumps and cashed the A-Q-K of spades.
When the jack did not appear, South crossed to
dummy by ruffing the ten of spades and led a heart
to the king. West won with the ace, and the defense
cashed two more hearts for down one.

Declarer would have made the contract had he
revised his original plan after uncovering the ac-
tual spade division. That West still had the jack of
spades served South’s ultimate purpose just as well
as a more favorable spade division.

After taking the high spades, declarer should
have led a trump to dummy, ruffed dummy’s last
club and then led the ten of spades. Instead of
trumping West’s jack, however, South would dis-
card one of dummy’s hearts.

This would leave West in a hopeless predica-
ment. If he led a heart, South would score the king,
and if he led a club, declarer would discard a sec-
ond heart from dummy while trumping in his hand.
Dummy’s last heart would be South’s only other
loser, and the contract would be assured.
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You are South, both sides vulnerable. The
bidding has been:

 East South West North
 Pass Pass Pass 1 [D]
  Pass   ?
What would you bid with each of the follow-

ing hands?
1. [S] J2 [H] 84 [D] AQ95 [C] KJ963
2. [S] Q95 [H] J104 [D] 8 [C] AK9854
3. [S] KJ4 [H] AJ6 [D] J763 [C] Q85
 4. [S] J7 [H] AQ962 [D] QJ843 [C] 7

1. Three diamonds.
Many of the hard-and-fast principles that gov-

ern responses to an opening bid do not apply after
a player has passed originally.

Thus, while a two-club response to one diamond
would be unconditionally forcing without a previ-
ous pass, the same response would not be forcing
here after your initial pass.

The reason is obvious.
The opener is frequently in a position to judge

that game is virtually impossible once partner has
passed.

Usually, it takes the equivalent of two opening
bids to make a game, so if opener has minimal val-
ues, he might elect to pass what would normally
be regarded as a forcing bid by an unpassed hand.

The recommended jump to three diamonds
shows good trump support and values just short of
an opening bid. It urges but does not command
partner to bid again.

2.. Two clubs. There is some temptation to re-
spond three clubs to show your near-opening-bid
values, but it is better to proceed slowly in hands
where a trump fit is not yet established. Two clubs
shows at least 10 points — passed hand or not —
and is therefore a constructive response.

3. Two notrump.
Ordinarily, two notrump would promise a bal-

anced hand of 13 to 15 points and be forcing to
game, but after an initial pass, the range is 11 or 12.
Opener is thus free to pass whenever his hand in-
dicates that that would be the right thing to do.

4. Two hearts. Most hands change in value as the
bidding progresses.

Not many players would regard this hand as
worth an opening bid, but once partner opens with
a diamond, the hand increases greatly in value and
assumes the stature of an opening bid.

The best way of describing such values is by a
jump-shift, indicating a strong suit and implying a
fit for opener’s suit.

Partner is thus warned that if he passes two hearts
— which he may do in an extremely rare case —
he is running the risk of losing a game in either
hearts or diamonds.

 Tomorrow: Swapping horses in midstream.
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