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The Martins harmonized during their concert Thursday at Colby High School. Colby’s J&R Mar-
keting brought the contemporary Christian artists to town. The Ball Brothers opened the show.

States consider Bible class

(AP) - The long-dormant idea of
teaching public school students
about the literary and historic im-
portance of the Bible is getting a
fresh look this year from state leg-
islatures and local school boards —
though with political bickering and
questions about what should be in-
cluded.

The buzz results mostly from
“The Bible and Its Influence,” a
glossy high school textbook with
substantial interfaith and academic
endorsements. It’s available for the
coming school year, and some 800
high schools are currently consid-
ering the course.

The publisher, the Bible Literacy
Project of Front Royal, Va., will is-
sue a teacher’s edition next month
and is providing online teacher
training through Oregon’s
Concordia University. The group
expects no legal problems, but is
promising school districts worried
about lawsuits that Washington’s
Becket Fund for Religious Liberty
will supply attorneys without
charge.

Bible Literacy isn’t alone in the
field. Its older rival, the National
Council on Bible Curriculum in
Public Schools of Greensboro,
N.C., is backed by numerous con-
servative Protestant activists and
says 36 new clients have adopted its
program this year, compared with
just a couple per month in 2005.

Overall, the group says school
districts in 37 states with 1,250 high
schools use its curriculum.

The National Council believes
the Bible should be students’ only
textbook. It offers teachers acourse
outline, “The Bible in History and
Literature,” and a CD-ROM of
“The Bible Reader,” a 1969 anthol-
ogy of texts and commentary. The
outline follows the King James Ver-
sion and recommends the conserva-
tive Protestant Ryrie Study Bible
for further background.

Both efforts pursue an opening
created by the U.S. Supreme Court.
In a notable 1963 ruling, the court
banned ceremonial Bible readings
in public schools but allowed “ob-
jective” study of the text in a man-
ner divorced from belief.

“The Bible is worthy of study for
its literary and historic qualities,”
the court said.Last month,
Georgia’s Gov. Sonny Perdue
signed a law that sanctions but
doesn’t require Bible courses, and
directs the state education depart-
ment to pick a curriculum by Feb-
ruary. Legislators are mulling simi-
lar proposals in Missouri, Tennes-
see and Alabama.

In Alabama, Republicans have

killed a Democratic proposal speci-
fying use of Bible Literacy’s text-
book after conservatives com-
plained to Republicans about its
pluralistic approach.

“To some extent, this is about
Democrats trying to get religion,
and certain Republicans trying to
spread religion,” says Mark
Chancey of Southern Methodist
University.

Representing the Campaign to
Defend the Constitution, Duke
University law professor Erwin
Chemerinsky charges that Georgia
is “clearly violating” the First
Amendment with “state-sponsored
religious promotion” both through
Bible classes and another law al-
lowing Ten Commandments dis-
plays.

AtAmericans United for Separa-
tion of Church and State, a spokes-
man finds it “deeply worrisome”
that a “religious pressure group”
like Bible Literacy is promoting
coursework.

On the Net:Bible
Literacy:www.bibleliteracy.org

You change you engine oil
every 3,000 miles, but have
you changed you transmission
fluid at the recommended
service intervals??
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Churches combine Bible schools

Three Colby churches are com-
bining efforts to offer children the
chance to become “treasure seek-
ers.”

The Colby United Methodist
Church, First Presbyterian Church
and First Christian Church are
sponsoring a vacation bible school
with the theme: Adventure of the
Treasure Seekers: Exploring God'’s
Promises.

The classes are from 9 to 11:30
a.m., May 22-25, at the United
Methodist Church, 950 S. Franklin.

“Discovery Digs” will be part of
the adventure each day for children
to explore the Scriptures and find
God’s promise, organizers said.

This program offers fun, interac-
tive activities that combine the
world of archaeology with the dis-
covery of treasures in the bible.

Each day, sources said, children
will take part in an actual dig and
find treasures that remind them of
the Bible story and God’s promise
for that day.Children will also be
involved in mission projects, sing-
ing treasure seeker tunes, creating
some memorable crafts and making
new friends.

For questions, call 462-6342 or
460-2761.

Colbyite honored with award

LINCOLN,ILL.— LincolnCol-
lege Associate Professor of History
and Religion John Welter of Lin-
coln, son of the late Vincent and
Lois Welter of Colby was named the
first recipient of the Jack D. Nutt
Award for Outstanding Educator
given by the Student Senate.

Student Senate President Jacob
Henderson of Alton said this was
the first time the student senate

acted on giving an award named for
a past president.

“Dr. Nuttstood for higher educa-
tion values and when we first were
discussing who should receive this
award, we all agreed that we wanted
tofind a professor thatheld the same
values as Dr. Nutt. The choice was
difficult because Lincoln College
has so many wonderful and gifted
faculty members. The Senate chose

Mr. Welter due to his extraordinary
service to the students.”

Welter, who will celebrate his
30th year of teaching college stu-
dents next year, said he was happy
for the recognition. ““If I'm an ef-
fective teacheritis because I’m sur-
rounded by effective teachers who
inspire me and one of the things I’'m
most thankful for here at LC is the
diversity of students.”
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, Pastor Bradley L. Herndon, Grant & Webster Street, 462-286

Evening Worship 6:30 p.m., Wednesday Bible 7:30 p.m.

Schedule of church services

ASCENSION-ON-THE-PRAIRIE EPISCOPAL,
Rev. Don Martin, College Drive & Wheatridge
Rd., 462-3041, Holy Eucharist, 9:00 a.m. every
Sunday. Evening Prayer, 5:15p.m. Wednesday,
Septemberthrough May. Christian Education for
Youth, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, September
through May

COLLEGE DRIVE ASSEMBLY OF GOD,

Pastor, Jeremy Gundling, 245 W. College Dr. -
462-8234, Early Service - 8:00 a.m.; Sunday
School 9:30a.m., Morning Worship-10:45a.m.

BEREAN CHURCH, 1000 S. Franklin, 460-2763,
www.colbyberean.com; Sunday School9:30a.m.,
Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m. Awana Clubs,
Wednesday, 7 p.m., Middle & High School,
Wednesday, 7 p.m. @ the Heartland Christian
School Gym

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, Pastor Bradley L.
Herndon, Grant & Webster Street, 462-2867,
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m., Sunday School
9:15a.m., Evening Worship 6:30 p.m., Wednes-
day Bible 7:30 p.m.

COLLEGE VIEW BAPTIST CHURCH, (SBC),
Pastor Tom Huffman, 1185 Wheatridge Rd. at
College Drive, 460-7144, Sunday Bible Study
9:30a.m., Sunday Worship services, 10:45a.m.

MINGO BIBLE CHURCH, 420 Main Mingo, 785-
462-2992: An independent community church
served by Village Missions Pastor Chris Shubert.
Sunday School: 9:30AM - all ages. Sunday Ser-
vices: 10:45AM. Sunday Nights: 1st Sunday of
the month: potluck following morning service -
no evening service; 2nd Sunday: services at
6:30 PM; 3rd Sunday: informalfellowship - bring
a snack to share!; 4th and 5th Sunday: services
at6:30 p.m.

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC, 462-2179, Fa-
ther Dana Clark, Pastor, Saturday Eve. Mass
5:30 p.m., Sunday Masses 8:00 & 10:00 a.m.,
Confessions will be heard Saturday 4:30-5:05

p.m.andfrom 7:30-7:45a.m.and 9:25-9:40 a.m.
on Sunday.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, Rev. Carol
Rahn, 515 W. 4th, 462-6342, Worship, 9:00a.m.

WESLEYAN CHURCH, 320 W. Pine - 462-8391,
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Sunday Worship
10:40a.m., Sunday Evening Cellgroups at 6:00
p.m., Wednesday Youth Ministries, Kids Club-
house 7 p.m.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-
DAY SAINTS, 1145 S. Franklin - 460-6605,
President Dave Geldmacher, 846-7740; Calvin
Haverfield, 1st counselor, 672-4165; Matt
Christensen, 2nd counselor, 460-0146. Sacra-
ment meeting 10 a.m., Sunday School and Pri-
mary 11:20a.m., Priesthood, Relief Society, YM/
YW, 12:10 p.m.; Family History Center open to
public, 7-9 p.m. Thursdays or by appointment.
Call 462-3571.

COLBY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, Rev.
James Mardock, pastor, 950 S. Franklin, 462-
6521, Sunday Worship Services at 8:30 and
11:00 a.m., 6:30 p.m., Fellowship coffee 9:30
a.m., Sunday School, 9:45 a.m., KXXX broad-
casts 11:00 worship. http://www.gbgm-umc.org/
colby-umc/

REDEEMING LOVE MINISTRIES, INC., 345N.
Franklin, Apostle W.G. and Rev. Orvella Romine,
Equipping Class, Sunday, 10 a.m., Sunday wor-
ship, 11 a.m., Wednesday, R.L.M Training Cen-
ter (Bible School), 7 p.m.

CHURCH OF CHRIST, 510 E. 4th, Jay Kelley,
minister, Sunday Bible Study 9:30 a.m., Sunday
Worship 10:30 a.m., Sunday Eve. Worship 6:00
p.m., Wednesday, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

COLBY EVANGELISM CENTER, Rev. Robert
Cooper, 815 West 3rd - 462-2062, Sunday
School 9:45; Sunday service 10:00 and 6:30
p.m.; Wednesday Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Friday
Youth Power Hour at 7:00 p.m.

This feature is sponsored by these business firms and individuals
as a contribution to the religious life of the community.

To become a sponsor, call Crystal Rucker, or Jasmine Crotinger

at 462-3963.

We appreciate the businesses and individuals who have been

faithful contributors to this space.

Uhomag. Mo
7, Morning Wi

Worship in the church
of your choice this
weekend.

e vy ACRGIBAE

orship 10:30 a.m., Sunday School 9:15 a.m.,

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH, (Disciples of
Christ), Pastor Bradley L. Herndon, 385 W. 3rd -
460-2718, Sunday Morning Worship at 9:00
a.m.; Sunday School at 10:30 a.m. E-mail:
fcccolby @st-tel.net

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH, Rev. John L.
Schmidt, East 5th & Country Club, 462-3497,
Services, Sat., 5:30 p.m., Sunday; Sunday
School and Adult Bible Class 9:15 a.m.; Ser-
vices,10:30 a.m.

OURSAVIORS LUTHERAN CHURCH, Brewster,
Sunday worship 9:00 a.m.; 2nd Sunday of the
month at 8:00 a.m.

PLEASANT HOME CHURCH, Pastor, Charlie
Busch, 694-2242, 3190 Road 70, Edson, Wor-
ship, 9:00 a.m., Sunday School 10:00 a.m.,
Evening service, 6:00 p.m.

LEVANT COMMUNITY CHURCH, 205 1st St.,
Pastor Jerry Vincent, 586-2376, Sunday School
(classesfor3years & up and 3 adultclasses) 9:30
a.m., Morning worship 10:30 a.m., Sunday
Evening Worship 7:00 p.m.

WINONAMETHODIST CHURCH, Rev. Michael
Eurit, Sunday School, 10:30 a.m., Morning Wor-
ship 9:30 a.m. (CDT)

BREWSTER UNITED METHODIST CHURCH,
PO Box 250, Brewster. Pastor Dorine Chambers,
785-462-6044, Sunday School, 9:45a.m., Morn-
ing Worship, 10:45 a.m.

THE SHEPHERD’S STAFF, REXFORD, Joan
Dingwerth, Director, 687-2565

REXFORD COMMUNITY CHURCH, Rexford,
Pastor Lane Purcell, 687-3305, Sunday School
9:30 a.m., Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

BREWSTER COMMUNITY CHURCH, Mike
Pinkelman, Pastor, Brewster - 694-2720, Sunday
School (all ages) 9:30 a.m., Worship Service
10:30 a.m., Bible Study 7:00 p.m., Wed. morn-
ings 6:30 a.m. - Men’s Bible Study, Wed. 7:00
p.m. - Children’s Ministries (Royal Rangers/
Missionettes), Wed. 7:15 p.m. - Intercessory &
Prayer, Thurs. 4:00 p.m. - Women’s Bible Study

COLBY
LUMBER

Bud Van Horn and Staff
1760 W. 4th 462-2181
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Wednesday is double print day.

Mark & Aradath Beringer
420 N. Franklin, 462-8169
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155 W. 5th - Colby
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