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Sebelius signs cable TV bill

TOPEKA (AP) — State and in-
dustry officials said Thursday that
anew law governing cable televi-
sion franchises will mean more ser-
vices, more choices and lower costs
to consumers.

The law, sought by telecommu-
nications giant AT&T, changes the
way companies are granted rights to
provide services. The law allows
companies to sign statewide fran-
chise agreements rather than nego-

The National Cable and Tele-
communications Association,
which opposed the legislation, ar-
gues cable companies must operate
under stricter rules with their cur-
rent franchise agreements, includ-
ing setting aside channels for local
public service programming.

Similarlegislation stalled in Mis-
souri, despite aggressive cam-
paigns by supporters.

Senate Commerce Committee

Chairwoman Karin Brownlee said
Kansas was able to overcome those
difficulties by bringing together all
parties, including local officials
concerned about loss of revenue
from the franchise agreements.

“This is the goal for any bill, but
it was especially important for the
video franchise bill because of the
expectation that this will touch con-
sumers in such a positive way,” said
Brownlee, R-Olathe.

1st District Rep. Jerry Moran, left, visited with newly-minted Eagle Scout Cory Sager, right,
after his Eagle Court of Honor Sunday at Colby United Methodist Church. Moranis a friend of
the Sager family, and spoke briefly on leadership during the event where Cory was officially
made an Eagle Scout, the highest rank that can be attained in the Boy Scouts of America.

TISHA COX/Colby Free Press

Missouri sextuplets never existed

GRAIN VALLEY, Mo. (AP) —
The big lie about six little miracles
makes for great tabloid TV.

But the city administrator of this
small suburb on the fringes of the
Kansas City area said the world-
wide interest in the scandal of a
couple who faked the birth of sex-
tuplets misses an important point.

“Thisisn’tan ‘Americans behav-
ing badly’ story,” City Administra-
tor Gary Bradley said Thursday.
“This is a story about a vigilant po-
lice department stopping acrime 24
hours after it started.”

Police sent their reports to pros-
ecutors on Thursday for possible
criminal charges against Kris and
Sarah Everson of Grain Valley. Van
Buckley, a spokeswoman for Jack-
son County Prosecutor Mike Sand-
ers, said he did not expect an an-
nouncement of any charges until
Friday at the earliest.

“It’s my understanding that po-
lice are still taking statements from
victims,” Buckley said.

Police Chief Aaron Ambrose said
Thursday that the couple had taken

in about $4,000 through a bank
fund, a post office box established
toreceive mailed gifts and an online
PayPal account that allowed visi-
tors to the couple’s Web site —
since shut down — to give money.

“That’s just the money,”
Ambrose said. “That doesn’t count
the material items people might
have given them.”

Also on Thursday — a day after
the couple tearfully confessed to the
hoax — Sarah Everson told The
Associated Press that her husband
believed for months that she was
pregnant.

“Hehadno clueI wasn’t pregnant
until a couple of weeks ago,” Sarah
Everson said in a brief cell phone
interview.

Kris Everson, who worked on the
assembly line at the Haldex plantin
Grain Valley, no longer has a job
there, the company said. A spokes-
woman refused to say whether
Everson quit or was fired.

On Thursday, Ambrose — who
has not been present when detec-
tives questioned the Eversons —
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Call John Pekarek for free consultation!

(719) 346-9594

“Don't settle for pre-made house plans when you can get
the home design that truly fits your needs.”

said detectives told him Sarah
Everson furthered her ruse by over-
eating.

“She told them she gained about
40 pounds,” Ambrose said, adding
that she had told detectives she
duped her husband until about a
month ago, which would have been
around the time the couple had
claimed the babies were born.

tiating deals with each city where
they want to provide service.

Supporters said that change will
allow for greater competition to tra-
ditional cable television providers
by new technologies, such as pro-
viding voice and data over the
Internet.

“The goal is to expand competi-
tion and lower prices for consum-
ers,” Gov. Kathleen Sebelius
said.

David Kerr, AT&T’s Kansas
president, said the company hopes
to offer video service, using fiber-
optic cable and phone lines, to half
its customers nationwide. But he
said a big barrier is having to sign
franchise agreements with thou-
sands of individual cities, including
more than 600 in Kansas.

The law, patterned after one in
Texas, permits new video service
providers to obtain a certificate to
operate statewide from the secre-
tary of state’s office. Instead of pay-
ing franchise fees to cities, a com-
pany would pay a 5 percent gross
receipts tax, with the money going
to local governments.

The law would allow cable com-
panies to go through the same pro-
cess — after their current agree-
ment with a city expires.
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is done right.

H & R BLOCK

505 N FRANKLIN
COLBY, KS 67701

(785) 462-6836

Open Monday - Saturday

The H&R Block Guarantee:

At H&R Block, you can be sure our work
is always correct. If we make a mistake,
we will pay all associated penalties and
interest. Guaranteed. Come in today
and know your tax preparation

Let’s Get Growing!
~ JUST ARRIVED ~

Pottery Onion Plants
Strawberries Tomatoes
Asparagus Rhubarb

Weeks Quality Roses

Our greenhouse is full of color for spring!!
Largest selection of perennials in N.W. Kansas!

Colby’s Headquarters
for your Garden!

WE DON'T JUST SELL PLANTS, WE GROW THEM!

Golden PIains&Garden Center
Greenhouse

1140 Plains Ave. - Colby - 785-462-7528

9:30 to 6:00
Monday Thru Saturday

DELREEUNE]

H&R BLOCK" Owner

FURNITURE

Dinning table w/2 leaves
and 6 chairs

China hutch w/light

Reclining sofa & Love seat

Jofco executive desk

Rocking chairs

Coffee table & end tables

Occasional tables

Dresser

Bassett mirror

Console TV w/radio & record

player
Walnut stereo cabinet - 6’
Storage cabinet

ELECTRIC APPLIANCES
21 cu. ft. Upright freezer
Tappan refrigerator
Washer & Gas dryer

Lee household flour mill
Butter churn

Typewriter - IBM Wheelwriter 6
Electric broom

P.O. Box 874

Delux carpet shampooer/polisher
HP Office scanner * Fax machine

Colby, Kansas 67701

MOVING AUCTION

Saturday, April 22, 2006 10:00 A.M.
LOCATION 2 Ford Dr., Colby, Kansas

stand

MISCELLANEOUS
Some glass ware
Knitting machine
Linking machine

Yarn - Trombone

Bug light

Small dog kennel
Christmas decorations
Painting & yard tools
Small ice cream freezer

Vision ware - Complete set +

Announcements made day of sale take precedence over printed material. Not responsible for accidents.

Hazlett Auction & Realty

ANTIQUES
Oak hall tree
Marble topped wash

Secretary * Day bed
Ruby rimmed cut glass
Wood clamps

Corn shucking glove
50’s & 60’s records
kerosene lantern

Cast iron bean pot

Phone: 785-462-8271
Mobile: 785-443-3456

TOYS

Lincoln logs (lots of them)
Games & Books

Pottery wheel

Ball gloves & bats

Many more items!

ATTENTION

Colby High School, Brewster High School,
and Golden Plains High School

Senior Parents
& HOMESCHOOLERS
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Hurry in parents!!
Deadline is May 3rd!!!
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The Colby Free Press is now planning the Senior Graduation
Section and will be giving parents a chance to put a baby picture
in along with a short message from the family for a small charge.
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We will automatically feature your son/daughter’s senior picture and
information, but this will be your chance to put in a baby picture to
show how much your senior has really changed over the years!

Y Coty

g Call Crystal, Jasmine or
s606 John Altman @ 462-3963 for
"J more info. or stop by the office
at 155 W. 5th in Colby.
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