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Rock band U2 flavors

Episcopal service

PROVIDENCE,R.I. (AP) — As
the electric guitar in the U2 anthem
“Pride (In the Name of Love)”
faded from four speakers, the Rev.
Robert Brooks welcomed wor-
shippers to Grace Episcopal
Church with an unusual sugges-
tion: He warned them to protect
their hearing.

“If the sound’s an issue, we do
have earplugs available,” he said.

Ushers handed out earplugs and
fluorescent glow sticks for the “U2
Eucharist,” a communion service
punctuated by the Irish rock band’s
music. Episcopal parishes from
California to Maine have hosted
similarevents, weaving U2’s tunes
— laced with biblical references
— into the liturgy.

Streamers flew over worship-
pers’ heads at the recent gathering
in Providence. Children danced by
the altar. Plasma-screen TVs illu-
minated the gothic sanctuary.
Some people sang and clapped,
while a few looked puzzled.

Brooks said the evening was de-
signed to invigorate his once-aging
congregation — attracting young
people and those interested in so-
cial activism. “We absolutely need
to grow in order to survive,” he
said.

Weeks before the service,
church members conducted what
Brooks called “guerrilla market-
ing,” posting fliers at coffee and
sandwich shops, bars and colleges.
About 130 people showed up for
the Friday night service, roughly
the same turnout as a Sunday
morning. The event included an
offering for local charities and en-
listed volunteers for the One Cam-
paign, an effort to alleviate global
poverty that’s backed by U2’s lead
singer, Bono.

A similar U2 Eucharist in No-
vember proved popular at All
Saints’ Church in Atlanta. Orga-
nizer Laurie Haynes Burlington
said she and her husband planned
on 300 worshippers. About 500
showed up.

“We totally ran out of bulletins,”
she said.

No one tracks how many par-
ishes have hosted similar events,
but the service in Providence was
based on a playlist created by the
Rev. Paige Blair, a parish priest in
York Harbor, Maine.

Her format has spread by word-
of-mouth and on clergy e-mail
lists. She’s received calls from
more than a dozen interested
churches and helped put on the ser-
vice in Providence. (Episcopal par-
ishes seem to be the only ones that
have latched on to U2 in such an

organized way).

Christian Scharen, 39, a
Lutheran pastor and professor at
Yale Divinity School, said he’s of-
ten argued to older colleagues that
U2 isheavily influenced by Chris-
tianity. He wrote abook on the sub-
ject, “One Step Closer: Why U2
Matters to Those Seeking God,”
and says it doesn’t surprise him
that some congregations have
caught on.

“People who have these liturgi-
cal resonances in their bones, they
gotoaU2 concertand they just get
it,” Scharen said.

Bono, meanwhile, has told inter-
viewers that he worships God
through music. He once belonged
to an ascetic Christian community,
and in February, he spoke at the
National Prayer Breakfast. The
band’s early tapes were sold in re-
ligious bookstores.

Still, the band members are tra-
ditional rock’n’rollers — they
swear, drink and sing about sex.
It’s also notknown whether U2 en-
dorses the services using their
songs: Blair said she received per-
mission from U2’s publishing
company to use the group’s music,
but never talked to the band. Rep-
resentatives for U2 did not return
phone calls seeking comment.

In Providence, Blair delivered a
homily to pitch the One Campaign,
which the Episcopal Church sup-
ports. She ticked off statistics
about poverty and infant mortality
in Africa, underscoring her points
with equal parts Bono and Bible.

“Ifyou’re aBono fan, youknow
the next line: Where you live
should not determine whether you
live or die,” she said, then remind-
ing worshippers of a Gospel pas-
sage warning that taking care of the
needy is what will separate the
good from the bad at the final judg-
ment.

The service attracted several cu-
rious people, including 51-year-
old Andera Soracco, a U2 fan
who’s Eastern Orthodox. “This is
away of bringing the outside world
into the church itself,” he said.

The opening hymn was “Pride
(In the Name of Love),” an early
hit. As the music played, pictures
of famous believers including
Harriet Tubman, Rosa Parks and
Martin Luther King Jr. flashed on
a 10-by-14 foot screen set up be-
hind the church’s altar.

Several songs included in the
service sound more like angry lam-
entations than hymns of praise.
“Peace on Earth,” inspired by a
deadly bombing in Northern Ire-
land, questions why God won’t
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MON: Mexican Buffet

WED: Homestyle Buffet

FRI: Seafood Buffet
SAT: BBQ Buffet

TUES: Special: 1 LB. Certified Angus Beef T-Bone Steak
served with side & salad No Hot Buffet available.

THUR: Special: USDA Choice 10 oz Strip Steak
with baked potato, salad, and roll No Hot Buffet available.

SUPPER
SPECIALS
April 10-14
Buffets available

6-9 PM for $9.95
(soup & salad bar included)

$24.95

$9.95

462-6565
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~ ONE DAY ONLY ~ PUBLIC WELCOME

Apostle - Dr. Craig Crawford
from Fairfield, lowa

COMING TO COLBY, KANSAS
R.L.M., Inc. at 345 N. Franklin

SATURDAY ~

SAT.9a.m.-12 noon & 1 p.m. -4 p.m.

APRIL 15TH

Entry fee

$30.00 per
person

Merging business and ministry
to equip men & women for

For more info. call
785-675-9926/462-6294

R.L.M TRAINING CTRS. seminar

success! Luke 19:13

halt human suffering.

“Jesus can you take the time to
throw a drowning man a line,”
Bono sings.

Some Christians might not be
able torelate to the shades of doubt
and anger, but Blair said that
struggle is evident in the Bible.

For example, Bono echoes the
40th Psalm in the opening lines of
the band’s song “40,” belting out,
“I'waited patiently for the Lord. He
inclined and heard my cry.”

On the Net:
U2: http://www.u2.com/
One Campaign: http://

www.one.org/

Grace Episcopal Church: http:/
/
www.gracechurchprovidence.org/

New Christian unity group
broadest in U.S. History

ATLANTA (AP) — Leaders of
34 church groups have set aside
years of differences over theol-
ogy and other issues to create the
broadest Christian unity organi-
zation in U.S. history.

Christian Churches Together
in the USA brings together Ro-
man Catholics, evangelicals,
Pentecostals, mainline Protes-
tants, historically black churches
and Orthodox Christians.

The group announced its for-
mation March 31 at the end of an
Atlanta meeting and said its mis-
sion is to “strengthen our Chris-

tian witness in the world.” Leaders
of the new organization will focus
inthe coming year on fighting pov-
erty in the United States.

Among the current members are
the historically black National Bap-
tist Convention, U.S.A.; the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops;
the Salvation Army; the Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church in America;
the International Pentecostal Holi-
ness Church and the Greek Ortho-
dox Archdiocese of America.

Organizers of Christian
Churches Togethersay atleasteight
other groups are seriously consid-

ering membership and they have
invited any other interested de-
nominations to join.

The 16.3 million-member
Southern Baptist Convention, the
nation’s largest Protestant group,
has not affiliated with the group.

Existing U.S. ecumenical
groups include the National
Council of Churches, whose
members are mainline Protes-
tants and Orthodox Christian, but
not Roman Catholic. The Na-

tional Association of
Evangelicals represents conser-
vative Protestants.

Maybe You Can’t Count on The Weather.....
But You Can Count on Classifieds.

cALL The Colby Free Press - 462-3963

Worship in the church
of your choice this
weekend.
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REXFORD COMMUNITY CHURCH, Rexford, Pastor Lane Purcell, 687-3305, Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

Schedule of church services

ASCENSION-ON-THE-PRAIRIE EPISCOPAL,
Rev. Don Martin, College Drive & Wheatridge
Rd., 462-3041, Holy Eucharist, 9:00 a.m. every
Sunday. Evening Prayer, 5:15p.m. Wednesday,
Septemberthrough May. Christian Education for
Youth, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, September
through May

COLLEGE DRIVE ASSEMBLY OF GOD,

Pastor, Jeremy Gundling, 245 W. College Dr. -
462-8234, Early Service - 8:00 a.m.; Sunday
School 9:30a.m., Morning Worship-10:45a.m.

BEREAN CHURCH, 1000 S. Franklin, 460-2763,
www.colbyberean.com; Sunday School9:30a.m.,
Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m. Awana Clubs,
Wednesday, 7 p.m., Middle & High School,
Wednesday, 7 p.m. @ the Heartland Christian
School Gym

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, Pastor Bradley L.
Herndon, Grant & Webster Street, 462-2867,
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m., Sunday School
9:15a.m., Evening Worship 6:30 p.m., Wednes-
day Bible 7:30 p.m.

COLLEGE VIEW BAPTIST CHURCH, (SBC),
Pastor Tom Huffman, 1185 Wheatridge Rd. at
College Drive, 460-7144, Sunday Bible Study
9:30a.m., Sunday Worship services, 10:45a.m.

MINGO BIBLE CHURCH, 420 Main Mingo, 785-
462-2992: An independent community church
served by Village Missions Pastor Chris Shubert.
Sunday School: 9:30AM - all ages. Sunday Ser-
vices: 10:45AM. Sunday Nights: 1st Sunday of
the month: potluck following morning service -
no evening service; 2nd Sunday: services at
6:30 PM; 3rd Sunday: informalfellowship - bring
a snack to share!; 4th and 5th Sunday: services
at6:30 p.m.

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC, 462-2179, Fa-
ther Dana Clark, Pastor, Saturday Eve. Mass
5:30 p.m., Sunday Masses 8:00 & 10:00 a.m.,
Confessions will be heard Saturday 4:30-5:05

p.m.andfrom 7:30-7:45a.m.and 9:25-9:40 a.m.
on Sunday.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, Rev. Carol
Rahn, 515 W. 4th, 462-6342, Worship, 9:00a.m.

WESLEYAN CHURCH, 320 W. Pine - 462-8391,
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Sunday Worship
10:40a.m., Sunday Evening Cellgroups at 6:00
p.m., Wednesday Youth Ministries, Kids Club-
house 7 p.m.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-
DAY SAINTS, 1145 S. Franklin - 460-6605,
President Dave Geldmacher, 846-7740; Calvin
Haverfield, 1st counselor, 672-4165; Matt
Christensen, 2nd counselor, 460-0146. Sacra-
ment meeting 10 a.m., Sunday School and Pri-
mary 11:20a.m., Priesthood, Relief Society, YM/
YW, 12:10 p.m.; Family History Center open to
public, 7-9 p.m. Thursdays or by appointment.
Call 462-3571.

COLBY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, Rev.
James Mardock, pastor, 950 S. Franklin, 462-
6521, Sunday Worship Services at 8:30 and
11:00 a.m., 6:30 p.m., Fellowship coffee 9:30
a.m., Sunday School, 9:45 a.m., KXXX broad-
casts 11:00 worship. http://www.gbgm-umc.org/
colby-umc/

REDEEMING LOVE MINISTRIES, INC., 345N.
Franklin, Apostle W.G. and Rev. Orvella Romine,
Equipping Class, Sunday, 10 a.m., Sunday wor-
ship, 11 a.m., Wednesday, R.L.M Training Cen-
ter (Bible School), 7 p.m.

CHURCH OF CHRIST, 510 E. 4th, Jay Kelley,
minister, Sunday Bible Study 9:30 a.m., Sunday
Worship 10:30 a.m., Sunday Eve. Worship 6:00
p.m., Wednesday, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

COLBY EVANGELISM CENTER, Rev. Robert
Cooper, 815 West 3rd - 462-2062, Sunday
School 9:45; Sunday service 10:00 and 6:30
p.m.; Wednesday Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Friday
Youth Power Hour at 7:00 p.m.

This feature is sponsored by these business firms and individuals
as a contribution to the religious life of the community.

To become a sponsor, call Crystal Rucker, or Jasmine Crotinger

at 462-3963.

We appreciate the businesses and individuals who have been

faithful contributors to this space.

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH, (Disciples of
Christ), Pastor Bradley L. Herndon, 385 W. 3rd -
460-2718, Sunday Morning Worship at 9:00
a.m.; Sunday School at 10:30 a.m. E-mail:
fcccolby @st-tel.net

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH, Rev. John L.
Schmidt, East 5th & Country Club, 462-3497,
Services, Sat., 5:30 p.m., Sunday; Sunday
School and Adult Bible Class 9:15 a.m.; Ser-
vices,10:30 a.m.

OURSAVIORS LUTHERAN CHURCH, Brewster,
Sunday worship 9:00 a.m.; 2nd Sunday of the
month at 8:00 a.m.

PLEASANT HOME CHURCH, Pastor, Charlie
Busch, 694-2242, 3190 Road 70, Edson, Wor-
ship, 9:00 a.m., Sunday School 10:00 a.m.,
Evening service, 6:00 p.m.

LEVANT COMMUNITY CHURCH, 205 1st St.,
Pastor Jerry Vincent, 586-2376, Sunday School
(classesfor3years & up and 3 adultclasses) 9:30
a.m., Morning worship 10:30 a.m., Sunday
Evening Worship 7:00 p.m.

WINONAMETHODIST CHURCH, Rev. Michael
Eurit, Sunday School, 10:30 a.m., Morning Wor-
ship 9:30 a.m. (CDT)

BREWSTER UNITED METHODIST CHURCH,
PO Box 250, Brewster. Pastor Dorine Chambers,
785-462-6044, Sunday School, 9:45a.m., Morn-
ing Worship, 10:45 a.m.

THE SHEPHERD’S STAFF, REXFORD, Joan
Dingwerth, Director, 687-2565

REXFORD COMMUNITY CHURCH, Rexford,
Pastor Lane Purcell, 687-3305, Sunday School
9:30 a.m., Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

BREWSTER COMMUNITY CHURCH, Mike
Pinkelman, Pastor, Brewster - 694-2720, Sunday
School (all ages) 9:30 a.m., Worship Service
10:30 a.m., Bible Study 7:00 p.m., Wed. morn-
ings 6:30 a.m. - Men’s Bible Study, Wed. 7:00
p.m. - Children’s Ministries (Royal Rangers/
Missionettes), Wed. 7:15 p.m. - Intercessory &
Prayer, Thurs. 4:00 p.m. - Women’s Bible Study

COLBY
LUMBER

Bud Van Horn and Staff
1760 W. 4th 462-2181
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Call 462-3963 or stop by
155 W. 5th St., Colby

COLBY PHOTO

Wednesday is double print day.

Mark & Aradath Beringer
420 N. Franklin, 462-8169

Cotsy

155 W. 5th - Colby
462-3963




