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CrosswordRetail • Norm Feuti (Sample)

For Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott (Sample)

 The Pressure Principle
  Jan Wohlin of Sweden specializes in composing prob-

lems for both the amateur and the expert. Here’s one that
should prove interesting regardless of where you rank as
a player.

 Assume you’re in six hearts and West leads the king
of diamonds followed by a spade to dummy’s king. You
ruff a diamond at trick three, and East discards a spade.
How would you continue?

It doesn’t help much to look at the East-West hands,
since you already know from the bidding that you can’t
make the slam by ruffing a spade in dummy. You also
know, after East’s discard at trick three, that West started
with five diamonds headed by the A-K, which means
dummy’s diamonds cannot be established successfully.

 Despite all these unpromising possibilities, the con-
tract can be made by developing a squeeze against West.
After ruffing the diamond, you draw four rounds of
trumps and cash the A-Q of clubs, producing this posi-
tion:

                                 North
                  S  A
                 D  Q J
                 C  K

West East
S  Q J C                   J 8 7 5
D  A 10
                                South

                 S  9 6
                H 10
                C  10

 When you now lead the ten of clubs to dummy’s king,
West has no answer. If he discards a spade, you cash the
ace of spades and take the last two tricks with the heart
ten and spade nine; if he discards a diamond, you ruff the
jack of diamonds and score the last two tricks with the
spade ace and diamond queen.

1. You are declarer with the West hand at Three
Notrump, and North leads the jack of diamonds. How
would you play the hand?

         WEST EAST
         S 6 5 2                S A J 10 3
        H A 8               H K J 5 4
        D Q 6 3               D A K 5 2
        C A 10 9 8 7               C K
  2. You are declarer with the West hand at Six Spades,

and North leads the queen of clubs. How would you play
the hand?

           WEST                EAST
       S   A J 10 9 8 4 2               S  5 3
       H  K 8                H A J 10
       D  K 7                D A J 8 6 4
        C A 3               C K 8 7
                                             * * *

 1. You start with eight sure tricks and lots of differ-
ent ways to try to acquire a ninth. But to nail down the
contract beyond the shadow of a doubt, win the open-
ing diamond lead in dummy, play the king of clubs and
overtake it with the ace!

Continue with the ten of clubs, forcing out the jack or
queen. Regardless of who wins the trick or what is re-
turned, you are in complete command. Sooner or later
you force out the other missing club honor, thereby as-
suring yourself of three club tricks and the contract.

 If you try any other method of play, you might suc-
ceed, but you might also fail. The only way to guaran-
tee three notrump is by overtaking the king of clubs with
the ace.

2. Obviously, the only problem is to avoid losing two
trump tricks, since you have no losers in the three other
suits. To give yourself the best chance, you should take
the first club with dummy’s king and lead a trump to-
ward your hand.

  If South produces the queen or king of trumps at trick
two, your worries are over. You win with the ace, return
the jack of trumps and shortly thereafter chalk up the
slam. But what do you do if South follows with a low
trump at trick two?

The correct percentage play — the play that will win
in the long run — is the jack, planning to finesse again
later if the jack loses to the queen or king. Despite any-
thing you might have heard or thought to the contrary,
the planned second finesse is far better than going up
with the ace on the second round of trumps if South fol-
lows low again.

 The suggested line of play is not guaranteed to suc-
ceed; it is merely the best way to play the given suit
combination and offers about a 75 percent probability
of losing only one trick in the suit.


