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Fear of coming out
causes man to

withdraw from life

Abigail Van Buren

DEAR ABBY: I am a 23-year-
old male. Ever since I was in
middle school, I have been dealing
with the possibility that  might be
a homosexual. Today I no longer
thinkit’s a “possibility.” Iknow it’s
a fact.

For years, not a day has gone by
that I have not had homosexual
thoughts and urges. I have dated a
few females to try to “change,” but
those attempts have been unsuc-
cessful.

I am depressed, confused and
angry with myself. [am becoming
reclusive. I have withdrawn from
most of my classes in college, and
[ don’t want to socialize with
people. Sometimes I think my life
is over before it ever began.

Icome fromareligious family in
south Georgia who believe that ho-
mosexuality is a sin and God will
punish gays. In my part of the
country, homophobia is every-
where. If T ever told anyone what I
am feeling, I could never show my
face around here again.

I'keep asking myself whether or
not my life would be betterif I told
people that I am a homosexual. I
am beginning to believe that if I
come out, my life would be better.
I’d do it now, but I couldn’t stand
that my family would be disap-
pointed with me — and I don’t
want to lose what friends I have
left. I also can’t bear the thought
that my religious community
would condemn me. What would
you do if you were in my situation?

— CONFUSED IN GEORGIA

DEAR CONFUSED: If I were
you, I’d accept that my life
wasn’t working and I’d prob-
ably come out. However, I am
NOT you. If you come out to your
family and friends, it’s impor-
tant that you understand that
you will change. It will be better,
but it will also be different. How
close can any of these people re-
ally be to you if they don’t know
who you are?

Before making up your mind,
I urge you to go online to
www.lgbtcenters.org and locate
some gay and lesbian centers
where you can get counseling.
(Atlanta might be a good place to
start.) You can’t hide forever.
With emotional support, taking
such a big step will be easier.

P.S. Eventually it might be bet-
ter if you move to a more diverse
community to complete your
education and begin your new
life.

DEAR ABBY: I have a delicate
problem concerning my daughter-
in-law, “Sheila,” and my 1-year-
old grandson, “Cary.” I consider
Sheila to be an unfit mother. Her
house is filthy, including the
kitchen. She allows Cary to eat cat
food when he crawls around on the
dirty floors.

Sheila has been giving Cary
various medications since he was
only a week old. When he would
cry, she would give him drops to
relieve “the gas.” Next, it was a gel
for his teething ailments when he
was only 3 months old — she still
gives it to him three times a day.
She has also been giving him
Tylenol every day “to help him
sleep.”

Abby, our grandson is beginning
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to look a bit yellow, and we’re
afraid he may have some liver
damage. We’re afraid to speak out
because we don’t want to cause a
riftin the family. I have considered
writing a letter to his pediatrician,
but I’m not sure it would be taken
seriously. What can we do?
— WORRIED SICK IN
PENNSYLVANIA

DEAR WORRIED SICK: You
are justifiably concerned about
your grandson’s safety and wel-
fare, so pick up the phone and
call Childhelp USA. All calls are
confidential, and your anonym-
ity will be preserved. The num-
ber to call is (800) 422-4453. It’s
a 24-hour toll-free helpline, and
the people who man those
phones can help you report
what’s happening to the proper
authorities in your state. You
may also log on to
www.childhelpusa.org.

DEAR ABBY: After two years
of dating, my boyfriend, “Dan,”
and I have become engaged. Dan
was married before and has two
beautiful daughters, ages 5 and 10.
I'have no children of my own, so it
has been a blessed, but sometimes
bumpy road, accepting them into
my life.

For the most part, the girls and I
get along well, but there is one is-
sue that really bothers me. When
we have the girls, the 10-year-old,
“Kelsey,” frequently parades
around in her underwear, or at-
tempts to sleep only in her under-
wear. [ feel she’s too old to be do-
ing this. I bought her several sets
of pajamas to sleep in, thinking it
would solve the problem.

Last night I caught her in only
her underwear again. I told Dan it
bothers me, and his response was,
“She’s only 10.” Abby, Kelsey is
old enough to be going through pu-
berty, so to me she is too old to go
around without proper clothing.
Andeven though she isan undevel-
oped 10-year-old, I explained to
Dan that I want his daughters to
grow up respecting themselves and
their bodies. (I have also told this
to Kelsey.)

Ifear thatKelsey does this ather
mother’s and other relatives’
homes. Their motherisn’t the most
respectable person and, sad to say,
was raised to be “trashy.” Tam try-
ing to be a positive influence in
these children’s lives.  would like
them to turn into proper young la-
dies with good morals and values.
Am I wrong?

— UNOFFICIAL STEPMOM
INTEXAS
DEAR UNOFFICIAL

STEPMOM: Yes, although well-
intended, I think you are. Kelsey
sleeps in her underwear because
that’s the way she’s used to sleep-
ing and she’s comfortable that
way. It will have no effect on the
degree to which she “respects
herself and her body” unless you
turn it into a power struggle.
Because you feel she’s too old
to be walking around in her un-
derwear, you’re within your
rights to ask her to putonarobe.
Butif you want to teach the chil-
dren good morals and values, the
way todoitis to stop nagging, set
a good example, and refrain
from making nasty comments
about their “trashy” mother.
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* Welding & Repair
* Field Service
* Miscellaneous Repairs

Brewster, KS

To have your ad placed in the Business Directory, call Crystal,
John Altman or Jasmine at 462-3963.

785-694-3553

leave message
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JEFF HARLOW

Colby, Kansas 67701 Cell: 785-443-1082)

Murray Roofing & Construction

Residential & Commercial
(785) 462-6908

Residential roofs

Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit

Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Free EsTIMATES

Jeff Dreiling - Sales
(785) 443-0819

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Free EsTIMATES

Jim Murray - Owner
(785) 443-1339

HUTFLES

CONSTRUCTION, INC. )

Residential & Commercial Concrete and Carpentry

Custom Homes & Additions ~ Done to YOUR specificaitons!
All types of siding & roofing
Steel Buildings: Cheif - Topline - MPE

(785) 462-7123 Shop: 525 E Pine
Cell: (785) 443-1729 Colby, KS Off: 1850 Harvey Ave.

ﬁ BOB CARNEY CONSTRUCTION
HOME IMPROVEMENTS
> REMODELING
VINYL AND STEEL SIDING
NEW CONSTRUCTION
INSULATION
320 Morth French
Colby, KS 67701

(785) 460-6509
(785) 443-0513

Kitchen
& Bath
SHOWROOM

Sales & Service

Stop In Now To Plan Your Summer Remodeling Project!
e Custom Cabinetry ¢ Design & Installation Service
e Natural Stone Countertops ® Enclume Pot Racks
e Kindred Granite Sinks ¢ Elfa Storage Solutions

785-460-1100 - Southwind Plaza ~ Colby, KS

M-F 10 a.m. - 5:30 - Saturday By Appointment

has been serving
NW Kansas for 100 years.

Stop in and experience the friendly
service and excellent insurance
products we have to offer.

490 N. Franklin » 462-3939 Servmg Your Insurance Needs

Yesterday,
Today, and
1“') Tomorrow

TH @I AS INSURANCE AGENCY

Jim McLaughlin/Agent

:,T

\ m It’s time to review
: your IRA!

| ' " oy

i © COME IN TODAY.
%)

! 1

JAMES E. OLIVER, chFc
Financial Advisor/
Branch Manager

Securities offered exclusively.

RAYMOND JAMES

EINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.
Member NASD/SIPC

785-460-2226

d\,anced Techno,og
Auto Glass

“The Difference is Clear”

Rory Henry ¢ 785-460-7773

WORLDWIDE - Vacation Packages - CrulsesATuurs Gruups Flights - Hotels - Trains - Cars
»

RN T
155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701 P4 >’“’7}n CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET
Phone: 785.462.6999 e ""'» 777777777 QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!
Fax: 785-460-0852 4w 2 WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU
Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077 ', | ol WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!
A NI
vgvy
VACATION SPECIALS (om '#nghts Round Tr|p Travel
LAS VEGAS Air & Hotel | $250 4
DISNEY WORLD  Park Passes, Air & Hotel | $505 3 BOOK SUMMER
MEXIC Air & Hotel | s$800 ; 3 VACATIONS NOW!
CARIBBEAN CRUISE Cruise & Air | $1.060 | 5
ALASKAN CRUISE ST YVERIN I Al Call for Bus Tours Schedules.
HAWAII Air & Hotel |  $740 | 3! . -
LONDON, ENGLAND Air&Hotel | $700 | 3| All specials may be for specific dates
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA $359 {Max 45! and are subject to availability

PyrAdull

*Viking & Berning Sewing

Cozb‘y Machines ®Vacuums *Fabrics
Sew & Vac *Classes *Natures Air - Air Purifiers
Sales ¢ Service

Southwind Plaza
785-460-1900

Hours: 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

Dry Carpet
Cleaning System

Now Scheduling Spring Cleaning!

Commercial ® Residential
Serving NW Kansas & Eastern Colorado!

' New System

Professional
Window Cleaning

Call for your
FREE estimate!

“We do windows!”

Chris & Beth Lewon - 650 N. Grant « Colby, KS

' 785-462-6995 ~ 800-611-6735

1114 Main, Gem {?35} 462 35[}1

» Tree Removal & Trimming - Full Insured - Careful & Prompt
Service - Late Model Bucket Truck - Free Estimates!

<. Bison

Rx compounding & Therapy
James E. Hampton, RPh, PCCA Member

416 State Street, Suite A

Atwood, Kansas 67730

(785) 626-3237

(800) 696-3214

Bison Rxcompounding@atwoodtv.net

Customized
prescriptions for
patients with
unique medical
situations
requiring
unique medical
solutions.

AR A Ad
_ AFFORDABLE HOUSING
RENT IS BASED ON YOUR INCOME!%I

Southpark ml
Apartments
700 S. Franklin Ave.ﬁl

Family Housing w

Meadowlark
Manor

600 S. Mission Ridge Ave.
Elderly & Family Housing

ROOFMASTERS

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS

Licensed - Bonded - Insured
1-800-536-6642 COMMERCIAL

Rubber Single PI
1-785-462-6642  \yrrr rom e )
Wood Shingles

White TPO Single Ply
Metal Roofs FREE ESTIMATES

Built Up Systems
Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

RESIDENTIAL
Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles

Modified Systems

WANTED:

Homes to apply Windows or Siding...
We will make it worth your while if we can use
your home!

Your home could be a showplace in your vi-
cinity with window or siding. We are looking
for homeowners that would like the opportu-
nity to improve their homes maintenance costs
and energy prices. Backed with warranties and
full installation. Products can be installed on
every type of home. Your choice of colors!

+Serving the mid-west for 34 years.
“3 Generations of Experience.”

*Tax Credits...

+Elegance and Warmth

+Financing Available WAC
*Commitment to Quality and Service!

Seamless Metal Roofing
Also Available

Offer limited so call today for details.
303-674-5469 or 1-800-405-4961
Don Hern Builders, LLC



