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Victims who report crime help police
DEAR ABBY: I’m a deputy

sheriff. Last week, I was in a de-
partment store outside my jurisdic-
tion and overheard a conversation
between two of the clerks. One of
them had her car broken into the
night before, and several valuable
items and her house key had been
stolen. This woman said she didn’t
call the police because there was
nothing they could do.

I identified myself as a deputy
and told her she should contact her
police department immediately for
the following reasons:

(1) She was a victim of a crime.
Her house key was taken by some-
one who had already demonstrated
that he or she was a criminal. If the
perpetrator came back and robbed
her house, or worse yet, harmed
her, the police would have more to
go on to solve that crime. (I also
advised her to have her locks
changed immediately.)

(2) Her car may not have been the
only one broken into. If a pattern
was developing, the police could
increase patrols in her area. But
they couldn’t know to do it if the in-
cident went unreported.

(3) In the course of serving
search warrants or making other
arrests, we often find property that
obviously doesn’t belong to the
suspect. (After all, who owns mul-
tiple TV sets, stereos, DVD play-
ers, digital cameras, etc.?) But if
nobody reports a theft, we have no
way of knowing whose property it
is.

Without that knowledge, we
can’t return property to its rightful
owner, nor can we charge the sus-
pect with additional crimes.

(4) Suspects often pawn what
they steal. Our detectives regularly
check pawn shops for items that
have been reported stolen and can
recover them for the owner as well
as pay a visit to whoever sold them.

Many crimes have been solved in
this manner.

Please, Abby, urge your readers
to report all crimes of which they
are victims.

Even if it appears the police are
taking little action, they are, in fact,
doing far more than is readily ap-
parent.

— DEPUTY PETER N.
SPAGNOLO, PAYETTE,

IDAHO
DEAR DEPUTY SPAGNO-

LO: Your message is important,
and I’m printing your letter as
written with no editing.

 Although there is no guaran-
tee that anyone won’t become a
crime victim, we do not have to
take it in silence. As my third-
grade teacher used to say, “The
policeman is your friend.” If we
do not report a crime when one
has been committed, then the
bad guys have already won.

DEAR ABBY: I am 22 and the
mother of four beautiful children,
ages 3 and under. Recently, my hus-
band confessed that he’s had sev-
eral affairs while I was pregnant
with our last daughter. I thought I
could get over it, but it’s difficult
because he gave me an STD.

He thinks I should forgive him
and forget it. We are separated now
because of this, and he wants to
come home. I keep saying no be-
cause he hurt me so badly. I have
started divorce proceedings, but
some of my family think it’s a mis-
take. They think because we have

four kids that I need to try to work
things out with him.

I know I’ll never be able to trust
him again or forgive him. Every
flare-up is a reminder. What would
you do if you were me?

— STAY OR LEAVE IN
MISSOURI

DEAR STAY OR LEAVE: I’d
shelve the divorce for a while and
see if intensive marriage counsel-
ing could help to overcome your
anger and disappointment.

Please understand that other
couples have made it past a cri-
sis like the one you are experienc-
ing. Your husband made a huge
mistake, but he obviously wants
to make amends. Only if counsel-
ing didn’t work would I end the
marriage.

DEAR ABBY: When taking ad-
vantage of a restaurant’s offer of
“buy one meal, get one free,” what
is the proper way to calculate the
tip? Should a percentage be calcu-
lated on the price of the first meal
only, for which the diners are actu-
ally billed, or for the value of the
two meals combined? Also, what is
the current tip percentage for ad-
equate service? (A free dinner is
riding on your answer!)

— STUCK FOR THE TIP
DEAR STUCK: The current

tip percentage for “adequate”
service in a restaurant is 15 per-
cent. And, when taking advan-
tage of the “buy one, get one free”
offer, you should calculate the tip
as though you had actually paid
for the two meals. (It’s called not
stiffing the server.)

Editor’s note: Dear Abby is writ-
ten by Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Write Dear Abby at www.-
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles, CA 90069.
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 Pomp and Circumstance
  Perhaps Hegel was right when he said one learns

from experience that one does not always learn from
experience.

Consider the present deal from a rubber bridge
game. South was in three notrump, and West led his
fourth-best heart. Declarer took the first trick with the
ten, then re turned a low heart, winning with dummy’s
king after West followed with the nine.

South next cashed the K-Q-A of diamonds, but, un-
fortunately, the jack did not fall. As a result, declarer fin-
ished down one, losing three spades, a heart and a
diamond.

The outcome seems very normal, since South played
the hand pretty much the same way most other declar-
ers would have played it. But the fact is that South was
decidedly out of order when at trick three he staked
everything exclusively on a favorable diamond division.
Granting that the diamond suit would — from previous
experience — seem the natural suit to attack at this
point, declarer’s correct play at trick three was the eight
of spades!

After scoring the first two hearts, he was gazing at
eight sure tricks, and should have been looking for the
best way of acquiring a ninth. The spade lead would do
exactly that, guaranteeing that after the defenders’ ace,
king and jack were forced out, South’s ten would inevi-
tably become trick number nine.

 No distribution of the opposing cards can prevent this
from happening if a spade is led at trick three, regard-
less of how much it goes against the grain to make such
a play. It is true that declarer might fail to make four
notrump by not playing diamonds first, but that is a very
minor consideration where assuring a game is con-
cerned.

  Yes, maybe Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel really
knew what he was talking about.


