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CrosswordRetail • Norm Feuti (Sample)

For Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott (Sample)

Taking Out Insurance
One of the closer mathematical propositions in bridge

concerns what declarer should do when he has 11 trumps
in the combined hands missing the K-x.

Mathematically, the percentages slightly favor a 1-1
division of the two missing cards (52 percent to 48 per-
cent). Therefore, in the absence of indications otherwise,
declarer should play the ace rather than attempt a finesse
when he is faced with such a proposition. The edge in
favor of the drop is very slight, but it is there.

There are exceptions, however. In some hands, de-
clarer obtains information that indicates the finesse is the
preferred play, in which case he should not blindly follow
the general rule. In other hands, the finesse becomes
mandatory because there is a compelling reason why it
should be taken. An example of this type is found in the
accompanying deal.

The bidding is not approved, but that’s the way it went.
West led a heart, and declarer cashed two hearts, dis-
carding a spade from dummy. He then ruffed a heart in
dummy as a preliminary move to the elimination of both
red suits. South was now well on his way to assuring the
contract regardless of where the king of clubs was lo-
cated.

Declarer next cashed the A-K of diamonds, completing
the elimination of hearts and diamonds from both hands.
He then led the jack of clubs.

When West produced a low club, South also played
low from dummy. It was not important to him whether the
finesse won or lost. If the jack held, the slam was in the
bag, because in that case only a spade trick could be
lost.

And if the finesse lost to the singleton king, East would
be compelled to return a spade, giving declarer a free
finesse, or a red card, yielding a ruff-and-discard.

Tomorrow: Six plus seven equals 13.

A Question of Timing
In most deals, declarer has a built-in advantage over the

defenders because he sees his own hand and dummy’s
and so can more easily formulate a plan of attack based on
the strength or weakness of the combined holdings. This
natural edge held by declarer can be quickly lost, though, if
he neglects to press his advantage properly.

Consider this deal where West led the nine of hearts fol-
lowing the auction shown. Declarer played low from dummy
without giving the matter much thought, and East won with
the king. East then paused to take stock of the situation.

From his viewpoint, it seemed futile to continue hearts
when South was known to hold the queen. Declarer would
undoubtedly establish dummy’s diamonds as soon as pos-
sible, after which he would almost surely have at least nine
tricks.

East therefore decided that his side’s only real hope —
despite South’s opening club bid — lay in the club suit.
Accordingly, he switched to a low club at trick two, and
declarer suddenly found himself in hot water. He ducked
two clubs and won the third with the ace, but when he tested
the diamonds and found them divided 3-1, he had to go
down one. All told, he lost a heart, three clubs and a dia-
mond.

East’s inspired defense notwithstanding, the outcome
was entirely South’s fault. He was asking for trouble when
he ducked West’s heart lead, and he got it.

Both the lead and the bidding placed the king of hearts
in East’s hand, so it was not necessary to protect the queen
by playing low from dummy. More importantly, ducking the
heart would give the defense a chance to shift to clubs.

For this reason, South should have played dummy’s ace
at trick one and tackled diamonds immediately. This would
have yielded 10 easy tricks. By ducking the first heart, de-
clarer gave up his natural advantage and changed it into a
disadvantage.

Tomorrow: Taking out insurance.
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