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Success at Thomas County Speedway spnngboards racer

From Indycar.com

From proving himself on tracks
such as the Thomas County Speed-
way to graduating to the hallowed
grounds of the Indianapolis Motor
Speedway, Geoff Dodge hopes to
follow the path of racing legends
such as Johnny Rutherford, Tom
Sneva, Rick Mears and A.J. Foytas
he advances his career.

The 22-year-old grew up in Colo-
rado Springs, Colo., watching his
father Dick drive sprint cars and
compete in the Pikes Peak Hill
Climb. He also watched the India-
napolis 500 on television, dreaming
of the day he would be among the
33 starters.

“Indy be-
came a goal
because it was
Dad’s goal,”
Dodge said.
“We’d sit
around every
May and watch
what was go-
ing on at the
Speedway, so
it was an inter-
est of his that got passed
along.Through my own paying at-
tention to what was going on at the
Speedway from back home in Colo-
rado, that’s where I picked up on
guys like Rick Mears and Tom
Sneva.”

At 14, Dodge convinced his par-
ents to allow him to embark on his
own racing career.

“My dad said if I got all As and a
B, and could pay for half of it, then
we could go karting,” Dodge said.
“So I went down and became an
employee of Taco Bell because they
would hire me that young, and
started working, and saved some
money, and got my grades where
they needed to be. And so at that
point, my dad came through and
said we’ll buy a go-kart.”

Dodge began racing go-karts,
eventually finishing 16th in the
SuperKarts USA world finals in
2001 before taking the next step on
his journey and climbing into a 360
sprint car. He spent the next four
years racing sprint cars throughout
the Midwest and Rocky Mountains,
seeking out tougher competition on
his drive to advance his career.

“The local sprint car scene was
pretty much done,” Dodge said.
“We’re alow-budget operation, and
it would be cool if we could travel

Dodgé

60 to 100 miles to all of our races,
but here we are driving from Colo-
rado Springs to places like Billings,
Montana for a two-night show. Ev-
ery weekend you’re on the road
somewhere.”

“I’ve always had the mentality to
keep pushing yourself, keep mov-
ing up and keep getting against
tougher guys and keep going tonew
places. Thatevolved into our sprint
car program where we traveled to
Kansas and Nebraska more than
anywhere because there was
tougher competition there.”

The road took him to the Thomas
County Speedway in 2003 and
2004 where he recorded two top-10
finishes in three starts before even-
tually leading in 2005 to one of the
biggest sprint car events in the
country, the Knoxville Nationals.

For 45 years, the top sprint car
drivers in the country have de-
scended on the sleepy lowa town for
four days in August. Dodge faced
off against 124 other drivers. It was
his first time in a 410 sprint car.

While preparing for the biggest
event in his brief racing career,
Dodge heard about a new program
between Knoxville Raceway and
the Indy Racing League. “The Fast
Track to Indy Rookie of the Year”
would reward the highest-finishing
rookie at Knoxville with a chance
to compete in the Indy Racing
League’sladder series, the Indy Pro
Series, in 2006 - just one step from
the Indianapolis 500.

“Your firstinclination, because at
that point we had already decided to
runKnoxville, at that point my heart
jumpedlike, ‘Whoa, yeah,” “Dodge
said. “But then reality sets in,
‘Come on, Geoff. Every rookie
from Pennsylvania to California is
going to say this is my big chance
to try to take a swing at Indy.” I had
to settle down, get back to the plan
and race for today, run as good as I
could.”

In preliminary action, Dodge fin-
ished third in his heat and then 15th
in the A feature. That qualified him
for the C Feature.

“We went and did our thing and
raced as hard as we could, and (Sun-
day) afternoon we looked at where
we lined up and we thought, ‘Man,
we’ve got a shot at this thing,” *” he
said.

Dodge’s 14th-place effort in the
C Feature gave him the points nec-
essary to clinch the “Fast Track to
Indy” title.

LIMITS

TUES: Pizza and Pasta Buffet

THUR: Mexican Buffet
FRI: Seafood Buffet
SAT: BBQ Buffet

$9.95 EACH 6-9 PM
FISH FRY EVERY FRIDAY

MON: Steak Dinner (USDA Choice 10 oz Strip with baked potato,
salad, and roll) No Hot Buffet available.

WED: American Heartland “Home Cookin” Buffet
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Looking for a secure place to grow your money? Get a guaranteed
yield with a fixed rate CD from State Farm Bank.” For information,

call me today.

4.30%

90-DAY CD
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INSURANCE
©
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180-DAY CD

Jane W Johnson

State Farm Agent

Colby, KS 67701
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jane.johnson.gh2i@statefarm.com

é» ([Bank.
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State Farm Bank » Home Office: Bloomington, IL e statefarm.com®

*Annual Percentage Yields as of 02/22/06, rates subject to change without notice.
Minimum balance to open an account and obtain the stated APY is $500. A penalty
may be imposed for a withdrawal prior to maturity. Certificates automatically renew
at maturity at the then current rate for the same term. Some products and services
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Since then, Dodge’s focus has
been preparing for his debut in the
Indy Pro Series. The series runs
single-seat, open-cockpit cars that
race about 30 mph slower than the
cars used in the Indianapolis 500.

He passed his rookie test last Sep-
tember under the watchful eyes of
Mears, a four-time Indianapolis 500
winner, and he’s tested twice since.
Dodge’s deal will put him on the
track at the series’ six oval race, in-
cluding the Freedom 100 at the In-
dianapolis Motor Speedway two
days before the 90th Indianapolis
500 on May 28.

“Indy was something that I
dreamed about as akid but honestly
never thought I’d ever have a
chance to make an attempt at it,”
Dodge said. “That’s the ultimate

end goal, but I'm not really think-
ing that far ahead yet. Right now,
I’m thinking about getting in the
Indy Pro Series car and putting in
the first pieces there. That’s about
as far forward as I’'m focused on
rightnow. ’'mbig on not getting too
drawn outon what’s happening five
races or five weeks or five years
from now, but trying to stay more
focused on the here and now and if
you do a good job in the here and
now, the rest will take care of itself.”

The next step will be his race de-
but March 26 at Homestead-Miami

|

FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

Photo courtesy of Indycar.com

Geoff Dodge sits behind the wheel of his Indy-style race car. Early in his career, Dodge recorded two
top 10 finishes at the Thomas County Speedway.

Ask me about a

Crop1 Premium Discount Policy.

Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company’s recent acquisition of Crop1 Insurance means
| can offer you the opportunity for a premium discount for the 2006 crop season. Call me
today to learn more about how | can help you protect your bottom line. &

David L. Browne lll

Jennifer L. Van Eaton
550 N. Franklin Ave,

CIrop

INSURANCE

Colby,KS

Speedway. From there, Dodge Insurance « Investments Gt i savings 285-462-3388
hopes the road eventually leads to W ot com
the Indianapolis 500. The past payments ofpremium discounts are nota guarantee that future payments will be made of an indication of the amount offuture premium discounts. This institutution is an equal opportunity provider and employer. © 2006 FBL C10048

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

To have your ad placed in the Business Directory, call Crystal or Jasmine at 462-3963.

' Infinity Massage & Body Work

465 N. Franklin ~ Colby, KS
Brianna Moses, Certified Massage Therapist

Relaxation Massage, Sports Massage, Therapeutic Massage,
Hot Stone Massage, Infant Massage, Prenatal/Postnatal Massage

1 1/2 hr. of Therapeutic Relaxation or Sports Massage .

+ 1 hr. of Therapeutic, Relaxation or Sports Massage ‘_5!“

+ 1/2 hr. of Therapeutic, Relaxation or Sports Massage Certificates
+ Infant Massage * 1 hr. Hot Stone Massage

+ 1 hr. Prenatal/Postnatal Massage

Call for appointment! 785-443-3241

Available!

Thomas County Insurance
has been serving
NW Kansas for 100 years.

Stop in and experience the friendly
service and excellent insurance
products we have to offer.

490 N. Franklin » 462-3939 Servmg Your Insurance Needs

Yesterday,
Today, and

\'_-,-u/ Tomorrow
TH @' A S |NSURANCE AGENCY

Jim McLaughlin/Agent

Murray Roofing & Construction

Residential & Commercial
(785) 462-6908

Residential roofs

Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit

Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Free EsTIMATES

Jeff Dreiling - Sales
(785) 443-0819

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Free EsTiIMATES

Jim Murray - Owner
(785) 443-1339

d\,anced Techno,og
Auto Glass

“The Difference is Clear”

Rory Henry ¢ 785-460-7773

It’s time to review
e - your IRA!
COME IN TODAY.

Securities offered exclusively.

RAYMOND JAMES

FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.
Member NASD/SIPC

785-460-2226

‘oﬂm-*']'
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JAMES E. OLIVER, chFc

Financial Advisor/
Branch Manager

*Viking Sewing Machines

Colby
Sew & Vac

Sales & Service

Southwind Plaza
785-460-1900

Hours: 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

Vacuums *Fabrics *Classes
*Natures Air - Air Purifiers

Solar [ -
Comfort

Zone
Furnaces

Kitchen
& Bath
SHOWROOM

Sales & Service

Kindred Granite Sinks
Custom Cabinetry - Natural Stone Countertops
Showroom -Southwind Plaza ~ Colby, KS
785-460-1100 or 462-7843

1114 Main, Gem {?85} 462 3501

* Tree Removal & Trimming - Full Insured - Careful & Prompt
Service - Late Model Bucket Truck * Free Estimates!
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GET ONLINE TONIGHT!

" nwkansas.com

Call 462-3963 or stop by 155 W. 5th Colby

R\ 0’ I
155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701 '%/ “ CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET
Phone: 785.462.6999 P QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!
Fax: 785-460-0852 4 e .- > WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU
Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077 “ W ol WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!
YA
S | SL .
VACATION SPECIALS o # Nights Round Tr|p Travel
LAS VEGAS Air & Hotel | $250 | 4
DISNEY WORLD  Park Passes, Air & Hotel | $505 ! BOOK SUMMER
gﬁg&m UISE Air & Hotel R 1$z[;lgg P03 VACATIONS NOW!
Cruise & Air ! ' 5!
ALASKAN CRUISE CYRSYIRRIN AN RN Call for Bus Tours Schedules.
HAWAII Air &Hotel | $740 | 3! " -
LONDON, ENGLAND Air&Hotel | $700 | 3! Allspecials may be for specific dates
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA 3P S/?dsg {Max 45 and are subject to availability
er it

Now Scheduling Spring Cleaning!

Commercial ® Residential
Serving NW Kansas & Eastern Colorado!

“New System

Professional
Window Cleaning

Call for your
FREE estimate!

“We do windows!”

Chris & Beth Lewon - 650 N. Grant « Colby, KS

 785-462-6995 ~ 800-611-6735

ROOFMASTERS

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS

Licensed - Bonded - Insured
1-800-536-6642 COMMERCIAL

Rubber Single PI
1-785-462-6642  \yrrs ro o)
Wood Shingles

White TPO Single Ply
Metal Roofs FREE ESTIMATES

Built Up Systems
Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

=. Bison

Rx compounding & Therapy
James E. Hampton, RPh, PCCA Member
416 State Street, Suite A

RESIDENTIAL

Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles

Customized
prescriptions for
patients with
unique medical

situations Atwood, Kansas 67730
requiring (785) 626-3237
unique medical (800) 696-3214
solutions. Bison Rxcompounding@atwoodtv.net




