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Big Slickcanbeabighand TV LLISTINGS
or big trouble, expert says

Editor s note: The following “On
Poker” column by Chuck Blount is
being sampledfor Colby Free Press
readership. Let us know what you
think by calling (785) 462-3963.

Thehandis ace-king, often called
“Big Slick’ in poker-speak and
knowing how to play it will go a
long way in your quest to becoming
a successful player.

It’s a great hand in limit or no-
limit Texas Hold ‘Em, and —
whenever you look down at your
hole cards and see it, the sirens
should be going off in your head.

Of'the top-tier starting hands you
will be dealt Big Slick more often
than any other.

On average it will show up once
every 110 hands, while pocket aces
or kings will come just once every
220.

Let’s start with the good things
that can happen, when you have hit
either an ace or aking on the flop ...
itdoesn’treally matter which one it
is.

You hold top pair with the top
kicker. This will give you the best
hand most of the time without fur-
ther improvement, and it provides
the chance to cripple your oppo-
nents who may also feel they have
the best of it.

There are many quality starting
hands that are in alot of trouble and
in adominated position againstyou:
A-Q,A-J,K-Q,K-J,A-10,K-10and
any pocket pair from queens on
down.
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These are hands with which your
opponents may call a raise or even
re-raise you, and if they do, they will
be drawing to three outs or less un-
less a straight or flush draw comes
into play. These hands will pay you
off substantially.

It is important to note that Big
Slick isn’t a hand you want to get
involved with against many oppo-
nents.

Against multiple limpers or early
in position, it is important to bet or
raise with this hand to get as many
players out as possible, preflop.

Your goal should be to isolate an
opponent, and if you do take the pot
outright with your aggressive bet-
ting, consider it a success.

Alwaysremember that Big Slick
isadrawing hand, which means that
you need to either the ace orking to
pair it up and make it good unless
youhitadream nutstraight or flush.
You will win few pots with ace high.

If you miss the flop entirely with
something like J-5-9, you are left
helpless with what is now a weak
hand.

It’s time to throw the hand away
if metwithalotof heat, because you
are likely up against a pocket pair
or that same player you had domi-

nated earlier with K-J or J-9.

Or you cold also be up against an
opponent holding A-Q, who also
missed the flop.

This is why even though it’s
risky, Iloveto fire one good bet into
anopponent to see where I stand. If
I’mcalled, Tknow I’'mbeat, but you

Vice president accidentally
shoots fellow hunter in Texas

CORPUS CHRISTI, Texas (AP)
— Vice President Dick Cheney ac-
cidentally shot a 78-year-old hunt-
ing companion during a weekend
quail hunting trip after the man went
toretrieve a bird and Cheney failed
to spot him.

Harry Whittington, an Austin at-
torney, was in stable condition late
Sunday in the intensive care unit at
a Corpus Christi hospital, where he
was flown after the shooting late
Saturday afternoon at the Arm-
strong Ranch.

The vice president visited with
Whittington and his wife before
returning to Washington on Sunday.
Cheney “was pleased to see that
he’s doing fine and in good spirits,”
said Cheney spokeswoman Lea
Anne McBride.

Whittington sent word through a
hospital official that he would have
no comment on the incident out of
respect for Cheney.

Katharine Armstrong, theranch’s
owner, told The Associated Press
that the accident occurred after
Cheney, Whittington and another
hunter got out of a car to shoot at a
covey of quail.

She said Whittington went to re-
trieve a bird he shot.

Cheney and the third hunter,
whom she would not identify,
walked to another spot and discov-
ered a second covey of quail.

Whittington “came up from be-
hind the vice president and the other
hunter and didn’t signal them or
indicate to them or announce him-
self,” said Armstrong, who was in
the car.

“The vice president didn’t see
him,” she said. “The covey flushed
and the vice president picked out a
bird and was following it and shot.
And by god, Harry was in the line
of fire and got peppered pretty
good.”

Armstrong said the shotgun pel-
lets broke the skin.

“Itknocked him silly. Buthe was
fine. He was talking. His eyes were
open. Itdidn’tgetinhiseyes orany-
thing like that,” she said.

The accident was not reported
publicly by the vice president’s of-

‘ The vice president didn’t see him.
The covey flushed and the vice president
picked out a bird and was following it and
shot. And by god, Harry was in the line of
fire and got peppered pretty good.”

fice for nearly 24 hours, and then
only after it was reported by the
Corpus Christi Caller-Times on its
Web site Sunday.

McBride said the vice president’s
office did not tell reporters about the
accident Saturday because they
were deferring to Armstrong to
handle the announcement of what
happened on her property.

Armstrong said everyone at the
ranch was so “focused” on Whit-
tington’s health Saturday that it
wasn’t until Sunday she called the
Caller-Times toreport the accident.
Her ranch is about 60 miles south-
west of Corpus Christi.

Sally Whittington told The Dal-
las Morning News her father was
being observed because of swelling
from some of the welts on his neck.
His face “looks like chicken pox,
kind of,” she said.

Emergency personnel traveling
with Cheney tended to Whittington
before he was taken first to a hospi-
tal in Kingsville and then trans-
ferred to Corpus Christi.

Whittington has been a private
practice attorney in Austin since
1950 and has long been active in
Texas Republican politics.

He’s been appointed to several
state boards, including when then-
Gov. George W. Bushnamed him to
the Texas Funeral Service Commis-
sion.

Armstrong said Cheney isalong-
time friend who comes to the ranch
to hunt about once a year and is “a
very safe sportsman.”

She said Whittington is aregular,
too, but she thought it was the first
time the two men hunted together.

The 50,000-acre Armstrong
ranch has been in the influential

Soldier remembered

HUTCHINSON (AP) — The
family of aKansas soldier whodied
in Iraq remembered him as “the
most gracious young man.”

Cpl. Peter Wagler and another
soldier, both members of the
Army’s 4th Infantry Division, were
killed Jan. 23 when a bomb ex-
ploded near a tank they were riding
on patrol in Baghdad.

Peter Wagler was buried Friday
on what would have been his 19th
birthday.

“When he was a little kid, he
butted heads with everyone in the
family,” said a sister, Rochelle, 29.
“But when he got older, he became
the most gracious young man.”

Wagler, one of eight children,

was home-schooled and studied
nursing at Hutchinson Community
College before he enlisted in the
Army atage 17.

His father, David Wagler, said his
son had dreamed of enlisting from
the time he was 5 years old, but he
allowed him to enlist only after
hearing a Sunday School lesson on
the prodigal son.
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