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DEAR ABBY: Thank you for your
continued support of victims of do-
mestic and dating violence. Tomor-
row is Valentine’s Day, a day filled
with romance for many couples. Un-
fortunately, for some, it is like any
other day — filled with fear, anxiety
and violence.

The sad truthis, every year, close to
4 million American women experi-
ence a serious assault by someone
whosaid they loved them. I would like
to remind your readers that domestic
and dating violence is not just physi-
cal abuse. It can also be sexual, emo-
tional, economic or psychological
abuse. It is actions, or threats of ac-
tions, meant to frighten, intimidate,
terrorize, manipulate, hurt, humiliate,
blame, injure or wound someone.

Domestic violence can happen to
anyone of any age, race, sexual orien-
tation, religion, gender or socioeco-
nomic background. It can happen to
couples who are married, living to-
gether or dating.

With Valentine’s Day only a day
away, let’s work to keep our loved
ones safe.

— SHERYL CATES, NA-
TIONAL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
HOTLINE

DEAR SHERYL: Thank you for
your importantletter. Asreaders of
my column know, your organiza-
tion is one I have relied upon for
years to help victims of abuse. If
anyone reading this column today
feels she is being abused, or knows
of someone who is being abused, I
hope she will call the National Do-
mestic Violence Hotline. The toll-
free number is (800) 799-7233
(SAFE). The number for people
with hearing disabilities is (800)
787-3224 (TTY). You can also log
onto the Web site at www.ndvh.org.
There is help available 24 hours a
day,seven days a week. The danger
is great, so please don’t wait to con-
tact them.

Bridge

West dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
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The bidding:
West North East
Pass Pass Pass
Dble Redble Pass
1 & 2@ 2 &
Pass 4 € Pass

Opening lead — jack of spades.

The opponents’ bidding often helps declarer
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Domestic assaults are not love
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DEAR ABBY: My dear friend
“Rose” has a 3-year-old great-grand-
daughterI’ll call “Andrea.” am con-
cerned because the child does not play
nicely with her dolls. She chokes
them, bashes their heads against the
wall and “drowns” them in the bath-
tub. Rose and her daughter think it is
funny. I think Andrea needs help.

The little girl doesn’t get hit or
abused herself, but she has an on-
again, off-again father who has beaten
up her mother on more than one occa-
sion. And there has been a new baby
in the house since November.

— WORRIED IN ST. LOUIS

DEAR WORRIED: Andrea ap-
pears to be a very angry little girl
whois using her dolls to channel her
aggression. She may feel displaced
by her new sibling. It might help to
suggest to Rose that she and her
daughter give Andrea more atten-
tion because you are concerned that
she might take her resentment out
on the baby. If that fails to improve
the child’s behavior, then point out
that a visit with a child psychologist
might be in order.

DEAR ABBY: Two years ago, a
male friend and I decided to save our
spare change in a jar for a road trip.
There are now three large jars, and
they’re all at my house.

During the time that we’ve been
saving, my friend and I have grown
apart. It’s not that we don’t like each
other anymore, but sometimes that’s
the way things go.

There is nearly $300 in the jars, and
I’dliketo give him his share, butT have
no idea how to do it. There is no way

® Dear Abby

of knowing how much of the money
is his and how much is mine. There

- van Buren isn’t an even amount in the jars, and

I’'mconsidering giving all of it to him.
What do you suggest?
— TRYING TO BE FAIR
DEAR TRYING: Either get a
neutral friend to help you count the
money, or “guesstimate” the
amount in the jars and write the
man a check for half. It’s better than
cheating yourself out of your share
of what you have accumulated. Or,
with your friend’s approval, the
entire amount could be donated to
charity.

DEAR ABBY: My husband and I
have been together nearly five years.
We have two beautiful children.

Over the weekend, I had a friend
over. We had a few drinks, and my
husband asked if I wanted to try
“something new.” I thought he meant
between us, but when I said yes, he
went tomy friend and asked her to join
us! We had never discussed having a
third person join us in our “private
time.” I would never be with anyone
besides my husband.

Why would he ask her without con-
sulting me? I am really hurt and of-
fended because now I think he is in-
terested in her, and I’m not enough for
him. He did apologize. He said he
thought that’s what I wanted.

Inolongerknow how to actaround
him because he made me feel so
worthless. Should I forgive him?

— HELEN INHOLLYWOOD

DEAR HELEN: I don’t know
how many drinks your husband
had, but it appears he had at least
one too many and acted on an im-
pulse to live out a sexual fantasy.
Should you forgive him? Yes, but
not until you have hashed this whole
episode outin the sober light of day
— and are fully assured that he’s
faithful and intends to remain that
way.

Family Circus « Bil Keane
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make a contractthat might otherwise fail. Consider
this spectacular example from the match between
the United States and France in the 1969 World
Championship. The American North-South pair
(Bobby Goldman and Billy Eisenberg) reached six
diamonds as shown, and West led a spade.
Eisenberg won with the ace, played three rounds
of trumps, cashed the king of spades, discarding a
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“They’re in Italy, so | bet all the
winners get free pizza.”

club, then ruffed a spade and played two more crossword
rounds of trumps to produce the following position:  pocross 41 Luminary DOWN 17 Wieder-
North 1 Wound 42 Exagger- 1 Thick sehen
HQ842 cover ate chunk preceder
Cc7 5 Favorite 45 Under- 2 Pop 19 Pace
West East 8 Robin going flavor 22 Nicole
HJ1075 H93 Cook recession 3 Scored Smith
CA CQ108 novel 49 Jewish 100 on and
12 Sites holiday 4 Arm Deveare
South 13 Raw rock 51 Seed muscles Smith
HAK®6 14 “Planet of  coat 5 *NSYNC, 24 Remu-
CK9 the —” 52 Sheltered for neration
Westhad been forced to discard the jack of clubs 15 A Baldwin 53 Punctur- one 25 Exist
on the previous trick in order to keep four hearts, 16 Rose ing 6 Historic 26 Play area
and declarer’s sole task at this point was to decide Parade tool time 27 Sororal
whether West had started with three hearts or four. venue 54 Cleo's 7 Criterion 29 Shock
. * 18 Hoodlum, water 8 Frame- and —
It was next to certain that West had the ace of clubs e.g. 55 Reply to works 30 Literary
to justify his double of one diamond. 20 Appear “Shall 9 Freedom mono-
Exercising his customary good judgment, 21 Brazilian we?” of gram
Eisenberg concluded that West was far more likely river 56 Grazing access 33 Impale
to have four hearts and the lone ace of clubs at this 23 _Nﬁu;— I("i‘/nd ) 10 Ding"'s 36 Cliln’der-
. ishe ar. car ella’s
point than.three hqarts and the ace and another club. 24 NBG 57 Being, to 11 Pronto, in mice
Accordingly, Eisenberg cashed the heart ace, led soap Brutus an e-mail 38 Suave
alow heart to the queen and returned a club. When opera 40 Fuss
East put up the ten, South backed his convictionby 28 Fly with Solution time: 24 mins. 42 October
playing the nine and so brought home the slam. the W stone
Tomorrow: A self-inflicted injury. eagles Z 43 Crooner
(¢)2006 King Features Syndicate Inc. 31 lllustra- Jerry
tions 44 Squashed
° 32 African circle
cryptoqulp capital 46 Rainbow
34 Hooter 47 Zeroes
35 “Yup!” 48 Merri-
ZD PIHU QUZXCU)W 37 Meadows ment
39 — long 50 Farm
way female
T 9 [10 [11

AZBCLWC EIS UCXITCQ, Z
UCBTIL PIH BIHAQ RC

DCCAZLE J RZS QZW-BJUQCQ.
Saturday’s Cryptoquip: BRITISH GAME SHOW

IN WHICH A PRETTY WOMAN PICKS FROM

AMONG SINGLE GUYS: “GO FOR BLOKE.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: P equals Y
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