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Rural Development announces
value-added grant program

TOPEKA — More than $19 mil-
lionin grantsis available to support
the development of renewable en-
ergy and value-added agricultural
business ventures, said Chuck
Banks, state director, United States
Department of Agriculture Rural
Development.

The agency’s Value-Added Pro-
ducer Grant Program is part of a

communities,” Banks said.
“These funds will provide valu-
able support in the areas of renew-
ableenergy and value-added devel-
opment where the agricultural sec-
tor continues to be a leader in forg-
ing important new solutions.”
Informational meetings cover-
ingthe Agency’s Value-Added Pro-
ducer Grant Program will be held in

studies, marketing and business
plans needed to establish a viable
value-added marketing opportunity
for an agricultural product, or to
provide working capital for operat-
ing avalue-added business venture,
marketing value-added agricultural
products and for farm-based renew-
able energy projects.

Eligible applicants are indepen-
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