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Jdent-a-kid

Keyna Baalman (left) with the Colby Police Department has
been taking partin the Thomas County Wellness Fair for many
years promoting the “Ident-A-Kid” program. This year, the pro-
gram continues, but instead of Baalman handling the files,
Colby’s newest police officer, Brant Bear, will be filling in. The
wellness fair is 9 a.m. -1p.m., Saturday, at the Colby College
Student Union and open to everyone.
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Garage bands finding

worldwide fans online

WICHITA (AP) — Inthis online
universe, the folk singer who calls
himself “Both You and the Awful
Sky” is an established musician.

He has more than 1,000 fans on
the social networking site My-
Space.com; his listeners have
played his songs about 20,000
times, and they created a fan site to
chat about his music.

Inhiseveryday incarnation, Both
You and the Awful Sky is Josh
White, 16, a shy high school junior
who started writing songs this sum-
mer and played his first gig a few
months ago. “Ididn’tknow how big
it was when I started the MySpace
(page),” White said. “It just con-
nected everything together.”

White is one of many local acts
using MySpace to promote their
music in Wichita, across the county
and around the globe. The free site
has helped Wichita-based bands
book shows, sell CDs and increase
attendance when they go on tour.
Some have caught the eye of record
labels purely on the quality of their
online recordings.

By now, MySpace, an online
community similar to Xanga or
Friendster, has become ubiquitous
with the under-30 set.

Thesite started in 2003 as aplace
for indie musicians to get the word
out about their music. It has since
grown into a worldwide phenom-
enon with about 40 million users.

This fall, Rupert Murdoch’s
News Corp. bought MySpace’s par-
ent company for $580 million,
banking on its popularity with
young people. An affiliated record
label, MySpace Records, soon fol-
lowed.

While local teens compete with
each other to see how many friends
they can make through MySpace,
Wichita bands are using the site for
what it was originally designed to
do: match musicians with potential
fans.

About 40 Wichita acts have
MySpace pages. The most popular
groups have been listened to more
than 70,000 times.

“We definitely have more people
at our shows and more people who
know our songs because of My-
Space,” said Craig Hull, of the band
Nutsnack.

Hull’s band started its MySpace
account more than a year ago.
Nutsnack had operated its own Web
site, but the traffic was mainly lo-
cal fans who had seen the group
perform.

“Now we have fanseverywhere,”
he said.

One of the toughest aspects of
starting a band used to be that in
order to get noticed, artists had to
have money — forequipment, pro-
motion and merchandise. If they
didn’t, they generally wouldn’t be
heard.
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Resolutions and books go hand-in-hand

So, are you still successfully liv-
ing up to that New Year’s Resolu-
tion you made a couple of weeks
ago?

I’m sure that most Colby citizens
probably made a vow not to rack-
up any library fines in 2006.

On a broader scale however, I'd
hazard a guess that a fair percentage
of resolutions every year revolve
around food. My resolution for
2006 also revolves around food.
But, I’ve decided to take it one step
atatime so this year I’'m completely
nixing brussels sprouts from my
diet. So far, so good.

When it comes to dieting, celeb-
rities are no exception.

Iremember Saturday Night Live
skits that centered on Oprah
Winfrey’s eating habits. Another
celebrity that comes to mind when
thinking of eating is Kirstie Alley.

If you weren’t aware Kirstie Al-
ley was born in Wichita where eat-
ingis considered afavorite pastime.
(I can say that since I grew up in
Wichita)

Her latest book How to Lose
You’re A** and Regain Your Life:

Jeff Friesen

Reluctant Confessions of a Big-
Butted Star is really, really funny.
This book is part biography, part
diary and part just plain hilarious.

Quotes like her diary entry on
April 20, 2004 that reads, “Decide
todo documentary on self being fat
and self getting back to self. Decide
to get honest and straight with self.
No more lies to self. Self sick of lies.
Havetoeatbig caketo getoverself-
sickness.”

Then again, eating doesn’t have
to be all bad — especially when
carefully planned around the read-
ing of a book.

Sarah Gardner has come up with
a “novel” idea in her book Read It
and Eat: A Month-by-Month Guide
to Scintillating Book Club Selec-
tions and Mouthwatering Menus.

- ® Library Link

Now, in fact would be a good time
to read this book as it takes the
reader through each month of the
year. Eachmonth has atheme. Janu-
ary for example, is appropriately
themed Change Your World.

An overview of four books is
givenineach month along with two
recipes that celebrate the theme of
the book being read.

In February the theme is Be My
Valentine, one of the recommended
books is Gone with the Wind and the
recipe given with the book is aham
recipe named Frankly My Dear, [
Don'’t Give a Ham. (Nyuk, nyuk)

For something a little more low-
fat read Sunday Brunch by Norma
Jarrett.

Five female attorneys meet each
week for brunch to discuss their

love lives, law firms, and the Lord.

The tradition of brunch each Sun-
day carried over from their days of
law school. All of the women seem
to be taking a different track in life
but religion is the tie that binds.
Every Sunday they meet to con-
verse and console each other about
the latest developments in their
lives. This book is the antidote for
a quick, easy read.

Forahigh calorie approach to life
(if dieting wasn’t on your list of
resolutions this year) grab some
popcorn add some extra butter and
saltand pick up amovie from the li-
brary.

Justinare the DVDs Crash, Wed-
ding Crashers, American Wedding
and Must Love Dogs.

Pioneer Memorial Library is lo-
cated at 375 W. 4th St. and open
sevendaysaweek. Winter hours are
as follows: Monday through Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. - 8 p.m; Friday, 9 a.m. -
5p.m.;Saturday,9a.m.-4p.m.;and
Sunday, 1 p.m. -4 p.m. Forinforma-
tion call the library at 460-4470.

As always, we are here to serve
you.

Former park ranger switches focus to buftalo

HAVEN (AP) — In the middle
of a pasture, sporting blue jeans,
boots and ablack cowboy hat pulled
down on his forehead, Jerry
Schmidt was in the middle of aman-
agement job.

Just last month he retired from
another one, as longtime manager
of Cheney and Sand Hills State
Parks.

“Inever thoughtI’d be there that
long,” he admitted, orin Kansas for
that matter. Schmidt, 55, always fig-
ured he’d drift west after graduat-
ing from Kansas State University in
1974 with a parks and administra-
tion degree.

But his attention these days isn’t
onmanaging a2,000-acre state park
or the half-million people who fre-
quent it every year.

Standing on the bed of his flatbed
pickup, Schmidt turned toward a
herd of 53 buffalo, or bison, as sci-
entists have officially labeled them.

“I’'mready to focus on something
else,” the Haven man said.

In an era before pioneers and
barbed wire, there were an esti-
mated 30 million to 70 million bi-
sonroaming North America. Today,
there are about 350,000, with be-
tween 10,000 and 12,000 in Kansas.

Schmidt was introduced to the

burly mammals by helping with the
Kansas Department of Wildlife and
Parks’ annual buffalo auction at
Maxwell Wildlife Refuge in Mc-
Pherson County.

In 1989, he decided to buy some
himself.

Buffalo were far from his mind
when he took a job after college as
asummer season ranger, later being
promoted to park ranger.

In 1982, he took the job as man-
ager of the park. At the time, he
managed several parks across west-
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ern Kansas, include state parks in
Meade and Scott counties.

Back then he had no intentions of
staying in Kansas. Now he’s glad he
never left.

Since 1990, Schmidt has helped
oversee $6 million in Cheney State
Park capital improvements, includ-
ing projects to stabilize the shore-
line, build and renovate camp-
grounds and replace restrooms.

“There is a lot of gratification in
the past 15 years on everything
we’ve accomplished,” he said.
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Noteverything was as gratifying,
though, he said. In 2005, he had to
clean up from a January ice storm
and then a July 4 holiday storm that
injured six people and killed one.

By December, he was ready for
retirement and to spend more time
with his wife, Linda, and their chil-
dren and grandchildren.

And his buffalo.

“He’ll be missed,” said Cheney
Park Manager Jody Schwartz, who
worked under Schmidt for more
than 20 years.
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UNICEL USE #896

EXPAND YOU

Discover the coverage and clarity of our
new, local high-speed network today.

BONUS:

Maximum Local Coverage!

1800 mMINUTES

* 800 Anytime Minutes
* 1000 Night & Weekend Minutes

Start your nights and weekends
at 6 p.m. — just $5 more each month!

Applies within the 6-state local coverage area.

Only
40

monthly access
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Great New Phone!
LG 1400 Camera Phone

just ¥39%°

with 24-month service agreement after $50 mail-in rebate.

UNICEh THE WAY WIRELESS SHOULD BE.

To find a Unicel location near you, call or click: 1-800-GO CELLULAR (462-35581 WWW.UNICEL.COM

Unicel is a service of RCC Holdings, Inc. Offer is subject to terms of wireless service agreement and calling plan details. Additional charges will be included for each line of service to help Unicel defray its costs
of complying with federal and state regulatory obligations, as follows: 2.907% USF charge (8.9% USF charge for international calls), 3.568% KS USF charge, additional cost recovery fees of $2.18 and, if
roaming charges are incurred, roaming taxes as passed on by our roaming partners and a $2.00 roaming administration fee. These charges are not taxes or government-required charges. $30
activation and $200 early termination fees apply to each line. Night & Weekend hours are from 9:00 pm through 6:59 am, Monday through Thursday, and from 9:00 pm Friday through 6:59 Monday. Allow 8 to 10
weeks for rebate delivery; rebate expires 03/31/2006. Federal, state and local taxes and surcharges apply. Digital features and service are not available in all areas and may vary due to atmospheric, topographical
and other conditions. Phone screen image has been enhanced for clarity. Must meet applicable legal age requirements, show positive ID and have user address in the local Unicel network. Limited time offer.
Other restrictions apply. See store for details and guarantee terms and conditions. Maps are presented for geographic reference only and are not a guarantee of service availability. KS residents: Unicel is
obligated to provide service within its designated ETC service area upon reasonable request. Consumers should direct any complaints regarding service issues to the Commission’s Office of
Public Affairs and Consumer Protection by calling 1-800-662-0027.
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