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Crossword

For Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

1. The contract is ice-cold regardless of how the
cards are divided. To assure the slam, draw another
round of trumps, then cash the A-K of clubs and A-K
of hearts. If both defenders follow suit in hearts, you
can’t lose more than one heart trick, so let’s assume the
worst — that one opponent has the Q-10-x-x of hearts.

If North is the player with the Q-10-x-x, you next
lead the four of diamonds to dummy’s nine. (If North
produces the jack or ten, you cover with dummy’s
queen.) South wins but must yield a ruff-and-discard
or return a diamond into the A-Q. In either case, you
get rid of both of your heart losers.

If South is the player with the Q-10-x-x, you make
the slam simply by leading a diamond to dummy’s ace
and returning a heart toward your J-9.

2. Despite the striking similarity between this hand
and the previous one, there is a world of difference in
the correct approach to the play. (Both hands were
composed by Israeli expert Paul Lukacs.)

Again you can guarantee the slam against any dis-
tribution. But because this time dummy has the eight
of diamonds instead of the nine, and also has an extra
entry in the form of the king of clubs, you must adopt
a different approach.

Draw the one missing trump, cash the ace of hearts
(assume both defenders follow low) and ace of dia-
monds, then ruff a diamond. Next cash the A-K of clubs
and ruff the queen of diamonds.

Having eliminated both minor suits, you now lead
the nine of hearts. If North has the Q-10-x-x, he wins
with the ten but must return a heart into your K-J or
yield a ruff-and-discard.

If South has the Q-10-x-x, he must win and return a
heart, allowing you to take the proven finesse, or re-
turn a minor suit, giving you a ruff-and-discard as well
as the contract.

Tomorrow: Let’s find out where we stand.
(c)2005 King Features Syndicate Inc.

 In some hands, the order in which declarer makes
certain plays is of paramount importance.

Take this case where South quickly bid a slam and
almost as quickly went down one. Declarer took West’s
king-of-diamonds lead with dummy’s ace, led a low
heart and, after East played low, went up with the ace,
converting East’s K-J of hearts into the setting tricks.

North suggested that South should have made a
safety play by playing the eight of hearts at trick two
instead of the ace, thus guaranteeing no more than one
trump loser. North’s suggestion certainly would have
worked on this deal and made the slam, but his analy-
sis was only partially correct.

Proper play requires declarer to take a club finesse
at trick two and postpone any trump plays until the
result of the club finesse is known. In the actual deal,
after the club finesse succeeds, the contract becomes
a certainty. All that needs to be done is to ensure that
only one trump trick is lost. The only way two trumps
can be lost is if one defender was dealt all three miss-
ing trumps. To guard against that possibility, after win-
ning the club finesse South enters dummy with a spade
and leads a low trump. Then, (1) if East follows with a
small trump, declarer plays the eight; (2) if East fol-
lows with an honor, declarer plays the ace; (3) if East
shows out, declarer plays the ace.

Alternatively, declarer can also assure only one
trump loser by leading a low heart toward the queen at
trick three. In the actual deal, after the queen loses to
the king, South overcomes East’s jack via a subsequent
finesse.

If the club finesse loses at trick two, declarer faces
an entirely different proposition. Since he can no longer
afford a trump loser, his best chance by far is to cash
the ace of trumps in the hope that either opponent was
dealt the singleton king.
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