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Retriever saves the day for sextuplets

KINGMAN (AP) — Carol Gunn
is disappointed she has yet to find
one item on her Christmas shopping
list: a dog collar bearing a “Hero”
medallion.

It’s for Queenie.

“She’s just a hero in my eyes,”
said Gunn of the 2 1/2-year-old, 84-
pound Chesapeake Bay retriever
whose determination helped rescue
Gunn.

Gunnonly has tolook atherright
thumb to be reminded of that fall
afternoon in the garage of her
Kingman home.

Improbably, the sextuplets, born
in April 2002 to Sondra and Eldon
Headrick, Rago, take aback seat —
literally and figuratively — in this
story.

Gunnisafriend of the family and
among the volunteers who started
pitching in when the Headricks
brought the babies home.

“They’re kind of my surrogate
grandchildren,” Gunn said.

On Sept. 30, Gunn drove the six

children — in the Headrick’s 12-
passenger van outfitted with six
baby car seats — to her home for a
day of play.

About 4:30 p.m., Gunn buckled
Grant, Ethan, Sean, Melissa, Jaycie
and Danielle into their seats and
turned the key in the ignition.

“The babies are saying, 'The
door, the door. You didn’t shut the
door,”” Gunn said.

Gunn hopped out, hurried around
the back of the van, and shoved the
back edge of the van’s sliding door
forward. It shut on her right thumb,
locked.

She could open the front passen-
ger door, she said, but could not
unlock the sliding door.

At 5-foot-2, Gunn’s eyes and
noserose above the window. Jaycie
was seated just inside.

“OK now, try to get your shoul-
ders outside of the harness,” Gunn
said she coaxed Jaycie.

Jaycie tried, but success was lim-
ited. Meanwhile, the other children

Kansas family based on

COTTONWOOD FALLS (AP)
— Germaine Anderson of Cotton-
wood Falls grew up knowing fame
and became used to sharing her life
and her family with photographers
and reporters.

Anderson, whose family name is
Beardsley, was the 14th oldest of 20
kids in her household. Her family’s
life was portrayed ina 1968 movie,
“Yours, Mine and Ours,” starring
Lucille Ball and Henry Fonda. The
movie recently was remade and is
in theaters now.

“Yours, Mine and Ours” was pat-
terned after the book “Who Gets the
Drumstick?” written by Anderson’s
second mother, Helen Beardsley.
Anderson commented on the title of
the book.

“When everyone wants the
drumstick, who gets it?” she said
abouthaving to share the drumstick
with so many siblings.

The book offered a peek into the
family of Frank Beardsley and
Helen North Beardsley. They were
married on Sept. 9, 1961, after they
both were widowed.

Frank Beardsley had 10 children,
including Anderson, and Helen
North had eight children when they
married. Later, they had two chil-

dren together, making a grand total
of 20 children, Anderson said. They
lived in Carmel, Calif.

Anderson pointed out some simi-
larities in her family. Both her moth-
ers had the same china and both her
mothers were nurses. In the book,
Helen Beardsley also noted the
similarities.

“It was strange to think there had
been another woman who was so
like me in appearance, taste, back-
ground and experience,” Beardsley
wrote in her book. “... We both went
to school and were married in Se-
attle, trained as nurses in the same
hospital, married Navy men and
had large families.”

Anderson, who was 4 when her
parents married, said she was 11
when the original movie was made
and they had the chance to meet Ball
atime or two. Ball even paid for the
family to spend aday at Disneyland.

“She was really nice,” Anderson
said.

Anderson said she didn’t really
think much of all the attention at the
time.

“Italways seemed normal tome,”
she said. “Mom was on all the talk
shows.”

After the movie’s premiere, tour

talked, occasionally looking at
Gunn.

Gunn had cleaned the garage re-
cently, so there was nothing nearby
to grab. Her cell phone was in her
purse in the van. No one was ex-
pected home until 10:30 at night.
Her cul-de-sac home wasratheriso-
lated, and neighbors weren’thome.

How long could her thumb tissue
survive? Should she try to chew her
thumb off? Who could hear a shout
on the especially windy day?

She yelled for help.

Working in her garden, a long
block south and then east of the
Gunn home, Betty Jean Patterson
heard noises that sounded like a cat
fight, but her cats were OK.

Queenie, however, was very un-
settled.

Patterson works with the
Kingman Humane Society. She had
adopted Queenie, a previous victim
of abuse who had suffered from a
broken leg, stab wounds and head
wounds.

“She would run toward the sound
and come back to me,” Patterson
said. “She would not give up.”

“She just kept prancing around
me and whining,” Patterson said.

“I threw my tools down, and zip,
she was ahead of me,” Patterson
said.

“She led me across a field and at
this point, I heard alady screaming,
’Help me, helpme,”” Patterson said.

“This lady pokes her head around
the corner,” Gunn recalled. “It was
like a mirage. I didn’t expect any-
body to come.”

Gunn estimates her thumb was
trapped about 20 to 25 minutes. The
bone did not break, but bending the
thumb is still painful today.

Gunn is grateful for Patterson’s
care and for Queenie’s persistence.

Patterson is proud of Queenie and
said she rewarded her with abox of
special dog cookies and repeated
praise of “Good dog, good dog.”

“She ate about half of the box,”
Patterson said with a chuckle.

‘Yours, Mine and Ours’

‘ ‘ My dad was a Navy man so things
were organized. We didn’t really fight or

anything.”

Germaine Anderson,

member of family portrayed in movie

buses would go by the family’s
home and people would ask for au-
tographs when they were out.
Frank Beardsley would encour-
age the kids to go on the porch and
wave at people driving by, Ander-
son recalled. The family also was
featured in Life magazine. Ander-
son recalled having pen pals she
wrote to, and the family was in a
LangendorfBread Co. commercial,
which was filmed in their home.
So what was life like with that
many siblings? The family lived in
an eight-bedroom, five-bathroom
house, which had to be added onto
after Helen North moved in with her
eight children. Anderson said she
shared her room with five sisters.
“It was ahuge house,” Anderson
said.
Mealtime with alarge family was

an event, she said. The family sat
down together for their meals. Food
had to be delivered by the semi-
truck load. Anderson recalled pour-
ing 50-pound bags of sugar into a
large drawer after receiving it.

Even though the family was
large, they didn’t see each other as
much as one might expect. Their
parents owned three shops. The kids
were put to work and they were all
constantly going their own ways.
Even when everybody was to-
gether, they got along, Anderson
said.

“My dad was a Navy man so
things were organized,” she said.
“We didn’t really fight or any-
thing.”

With such a large family, there
wasn’t time for much individual
attention.

Card Shower

Mr. and Mrs. Curtis Cayton

Colby couple celebrates 40th

Curtis and Kathy Cayton recently
celebrated their 40th wedding anni-
versary on Sunday.

Belated cards may reach the
couple at: 555 W. 3rd, Colby, Kan.
67701.

FULLY LOADED

MSRP
GM Rebate

$50,115.00

6.000.00
$44,115.00
Taylor Motors

6,273.62

$37,841.38

*Sales tax, tags, not included

Taylor MOTORS

1000 Taylor Ave ~ Southwind Plaza, Colby, KS
800-834-2338 or 460-3317 ¢ www.taylor-motors.com

Discount

Routine screening and prompt
treatment can reduce deaths from
breast and cervical cancer.

It’s the
NUMBER ONE
cancer Kkiller.

call to see if you qualify for a free screening

NO MORE EXCUSES.

NO MORE LUNG CANCER.
620-275-5302
Www.prevenhonwor skansas.com

A message from the Kansas Department of Health and
Environment, Cancer Information Service, Susan G. Komen
Breast Cancer Foundation, and American Cancer Seciety.

lungcanceralliance.org
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To have younr ad placed in the Business Div‘ec’roy‘y,
call Crystal, Jasmine or Cindy at 462-3963.
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Charter

Bus Service

Company & Group Charters
Escorted Vacation Tours
Christmas Parties « Casino Trips

LAZY K COACH CO.
1-866-277-0679
Burlington,CO

J \Keeping your comfort and safety in mind)

\5?( Bison

WORLDWIDE - Vacation Packages - Cruises ATuurs - Groups - Flights - Hotels - Trains - Cars
phANAL

155 W. 4 SN

. 4th, Colby, KS 67701 TN o CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET ce n
Phone: 785.462.6999 (paere ™™} QUOTES AND OTHER ADS! a o
Co. R alns Fax 785-460-0852 T wEmiamy T WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU
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unlql.le medical ) ) (800) 696-321 LONDON, ENGLAND A:;&Hotel i $700 3 All specials may be for specific dates Rory HeIlI'y o 785'4‘60-7 7 73
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Warta Chiropractic & Fitness Club

Where You Can Still Get A Full Spine Adjustment for 1980’s Fees!

Mon. & Wed.: 2 -7 p.m
Tue., Thur. & Fri.:
10a.m. -3 p.m.

“Science & Nature Working Together For You.”

BC/BS CAP Provider

Dr. AJ. Warta

25 years of experience as a licensed chiropractor!
415 N. Franklin » Colby ¢ 460-3350
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Cookbooks & Candles

Custom Cabinetry e Natural Stone Counter Tops
Showroom -Southwind Plaza ~ Colby, KS

785-460-1100 or 462-7843

Kitchen
& Bath
SHOWROOM

Sales & Service

&

i

Residential & Commercial

Local DURO-LAST
FREE ESTIMATES

Contractor
785-462-6908
800-794-3204

Jeff Dreiling/Sales

Murray Roofing

740 E. 4th
Colby, KS 67701

® Duro-Last Roofing, Inc.

ROOFMASTERS

RESIDENTIAL
Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

905 E 4th Street

Colby, KS 67701

Bus: 785-462-7525
jane.johnson.gh2i@statefarm.com

PO5B007 03/06

Jane W. Johnson, Agent

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

FREE ESTIMATES

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems
Modified Systems

Car + Home =Big Savings

See me for Car and Home Insurance and save.

STATE FARM

ct
INSURAN Y

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.®

State Farm e Home Offices: Bloomington, IL

1114 Main, Gem (7 85) 452-35.[}-1

+ Tree Removal & Trimming ¢ Full Insured - Careful & Prompt
Service - Late Model Bucket Truck - Free Estimates!

e

Western Appraisal
Service & Property
Inspections

For your appraisal or property inspection needs.
Over 25 years of combined experience dealing
with property inspections.
A licensed real estate appraiser and listed
on the FHA Register.

Office: (785) 460-2839
Fax: (785) 460-7356

Paul Bailey

Owner

New

System

650 N. Grant  Colby, KS 67701

Professional
Window Cleaning

Commercial ® Residential

Chris & Beth Lewon

~ “We do windows!”’

Call for your FREE estimate:
785-462-6995 ~

800-611-6735

THOMAS county mearrn nePARTIENT

OFFERING LOW COST FAMILY PLANNING SERVICES
BLOOD WORK  IMMUNIZATIONS
HEALTH SCREENINGS LACTATION SUPPORT
MANY OTHER SERVICES AVAILABLE
JUST ASK
CALL FOR INFORMATION
785-460-4596




