Colby Free Press Friday, December 25, 2005 Page 11

For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston

COME ONI'THERES SOME-
THING REALLY COOL GOING
: ON/HURRY UP/
'BYE,SHANNON.
ILL SEE YoU
LATER.

SHANNON HAS

WHAT'S\ THIS IS WHY |
GOING ) WAS TRYING
. T0 FIND YoUL. |SPORTING GOODS!ISHE'S
BECKY'S GONNA MERCIAL |

BE ON THE RADIO!} r

Garfield ¢ Jim Davis

GARFIELD, WHAT'S A FIVE-
LETTER WORP FOR "A FLAT
BREAP POUGH COVERED WITH
TOMATO SAUCE, CHEESE, HERBS,

MEAT, ANP VARIOUS...

Www.garfield.com

FOR SOME
FooL

<

YoU BE S0 §
CRUEL?Z ¢

=5
7

How COME YoU WERE WITH ~ WHATS CRUEL7 THOSE
o HER? SHE'S-YOL KNOW...

KIDS DON'T KNOW WERE
TALKING ABOUT THEM .,

HER DAD KNOWSTHE 6UY ) TEAM THEMEIKNOW WHAT | MEANT @
WHO OWNS TEAM THEME | \oU GOTIA GET DOWNTOWN AN MAKE
) THIS SCENE - GOT THE CRAVINGS ]
SAVINGS? FOR THE COOL®
STUFF, SCHOOL STUFE,NOTHIN? FOR THE
STOFFE —THINK NOW, THINK Wow,
- TEAM THEME.
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne

Y WHERE PO T 60 70 COMPLAIN N RIGHT DOWN
ABoUT THE WAY’ MY TAX MONEY T;%Z féﬁﬁflr—-

M55 [T,/

1% BEING SPENT 2/
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[T DANRS 1125 "'V'—*t-\e.

TS THE POOR MADE OF
IMPORTED TEAKWOOC,INLAIP WITH
RUBIES AND DIAMONDS

WHAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT
My NEW ANT FARM, MR. B.7

served
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I WONDER WHAT
THEY'RE DOING
IN THERE?

THEY'RE

BUILDING
HIGH-RISE
CONDOS...

OBVIOUSLY, YOU HAVEN'T BEEN
FOLLOWING THE REAL ESTATE
MARKET LATELY

www.Blondie.com

WELL, IT'56 OFFICIAL..,
HUMAN BEINGS ARE NOW
SMART ENOLGH TO DESTROY
ALL LIFE ON EARTH

Zits ® Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott
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AND JUST DUMB
ENOUGH TO PO IT

(©2005 ZITS Parinership. Distributed by King Features Syndicate.

THINNER THAN A

EVENIFTCAN
ALY ) SN TINKCF

ABONT 12 5ONGS
THAT AREANY GOOD7

AND SO CONCLUDES ANOTHER
THANKSGIVING WEEK AT THE
FORTH HOUSE...
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Cryptoquip

DS MQA ZQ FQ T WDZWVM

BXZTBIX]
D PACCQPX MQAB

TBX DL ZQQJ

BUT BEFORE WE PART,
LET US LEAVE YOU
/' WITH THESE FINAL,
/\ HEARTWARMING

CQJDTFBDPF,
SXXF

WTLIJP.

XTNB

i [T KNOW WHAT I WANT
FOR CHRISTMAS, MOM.

UTTEIFPN PGG RPX:

ITLB

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: ELVIS REALLY LIKED
HIS STEAK SOFT. YOU'VE HEARD HIS FAMOUS
TUNE “LOVE MEAT TENDER"

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: C equals P

Today’s

THAT'S NICE, )

AOJX VOA CK EVF ACM

PDDGF IVENF UTGBJ ENPRF

KFI

FHLVPKMEF.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF YOU GO TO A
HIGHLY REGARDED PODIATRIST, I SUPPOSE
YOUR FEET ARE IN GOOD HANDS,

Cryptoquip Clue: G equals L

Crossword
ACROSS 35 Rem- DOWN 19 Fringe
1 “Lost” brandt’s 1 Past benefit,
network supply 2 Roy for short
4 Actress 36 Data G.— 20 Comic-
Jessica 37 Egret’s 3 What strip
8 Lady cousin low neck- possum
of the 40 Sound of lines 21 Tel —
knight? content- reveal 22 Cowgirl
12 Hodges ment 4 He’s not Dale
of base- 41 Astringent himself 23 Hawk
ball 42 Gray, ina 5 Exemplar 25 Exam
13 Wheedle way of format
14 PC pic 46 Gilligan’s craziness 26 Declare
15 Connota- home 6 Proscrip- as evil
tion 47 Cracker tion 27 “— Misbe-
17 Source of name 7 Do some havin’”
veritas 48 Wit- down- 28 Caesar
18 “— Flux” nessed, sizing and
(1995 TV Tweety- 8 Frogmen, Vicious
series) style e.g. 30 Goatee
19 Bicycle 49 Lecherous 9 Alkali location
part look neutralizer 33 Lease
20 Member 50 Duel tool 10 “— Lisa” signatory
ofaroad 51Id 11 Organic 34 Playwright
crew? counter- compound Connelly
22 Endlessly part 16 Stagger 36 Spiny
24 Office shrub
shape, Solution time: 25 mins. 37 Greet
maybe o[ 1[n] 38 Differently
25 Across 5 ': )'( 39 Hold the
the ocean scepter
29 Showbiz EK-S 40 Fountain
job w T[A[P of jazz
30 Model T o EINJU| 42 Raw rock
feature : DIEDI 43
31 Noon, on treatment
a sundial E% § ; 44 Succumb
32 Tennis R| I[P E|D to gravity
stroke R|O|S RIE| 45 Snake
34 Fix 25 eyes
1 |2 9 |10 |11

12

15

B

44 |45
46 48
49 51
ACROSS 36 Large, 53 Bewil- 11 Coquet-
1 Lacked short- dered tish flirt
originality necked 54 Crafty 20 Part of a
5 Askew bottle 55 Hair-salon “Gypsy”
9 Predica- 37 Greek supply lyric
ment vowel 56 Neighbor 22 Find a
12 Mad 38 Roulette of lda. new
king of bet tenant
literature 39 Admitting DOWN 24 Black
13 Grimace a draft 1 — mater Panthers
14 Will Smith 42 Low 2 Laborer leader
title role sound? 3 Deserve Bobby
15 Oliver’'s 44 Super 4 Bobby 25 Expert
request Bowl Darin hit 26 Crony
16 “— La XXXIV 5 In the 27 Ante-
Douce” champs thick of 29 Move
17 Calendar 48 Game- 6 Sported back and
abbr. show 7 Ballroom forth
18 Kourni- prize dances 30 Way back
kova or 49 Entangle- 8 Verily when
Karenina ments 9 Door- 31 Longing
19 Society 50 Grand- frame 35 To wit
newbie scale tale piece 36 Rimes
20 Wild goat 51 Comical 10 Shaving- 39 Gospels’
21 “— Conway cream follow-up
Doubtfire” 52 Greatly additive 40 “Monop-
23 Bonfire . . . oly”
speck Solution time: 27 mins. corner
25 Small 41 Host
software 43 Heinz
program Holliger’s
28 St. Law- instru-
rence, E ment
eg. 2 45 Lhasa —
32 Year-end c (breed of
melody R dog)
33 Saw A 46 Carriage
34 Football E 5 47 “Take off!”
team 49 Bankroll

Yesterday’s answer 11-26
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10 |11

Bidding Quiz
You are South in each of the fol-
lowing three hands. What would you
bid at the point where the question

mark appears?
1.4 74 ¥ KJ943 ¢ KQ1092 & 6

North East South West
19 Pass 3¢ Pass
4 NT Pass 5 Pass
5NT Pass ?
2.8 AJ4 W AJ2 ® AJ6 & A985
South North
1 & 1@
2 NT 3
2
3. AQJ4 ¥ K83 & 762 & 985
North East South West
1e Pass 1 & Pass
26 Pass ?
F* K %

1.Sevenhearts. Partneristrying foragrand slam
eventhough he knows from your five-club response
to Blackwood that you have no aces. The fact that
he is now asking for kings implies that he has all four
aces; otherwise, his five-notrump bid would make
no sense.

You are notrequired to bid six hearts mechanically
at this point to tell partner you have two kings; if you
did that, you’d be disregarding the real issue, which
is whether you think you can make seven hearts now
thatyou know your side has all four aces. You should
feel very bullish about the grand slam because you
have a diamond suit that could easily produce four
or five tricks, as well as a singleton club. Partner’s
hand probably looks something like:

S A6 HAQ8752 D A84 C A4

and ifyou responded with only six hearts, he would
almost surely pass and miss a virtual laydown grand
slam.

2. Threediamonds. Itis reasonable to assume that
partner is not happy with notrump and would prefer
to play the hand at game or slam in clubs or dia-
monds. There is no good reason to disregard
partner’s message and suppress your diamond sup-
port, anditis therefore bestto bid three diamonds at
this point. Partner might have one of these hands:

S 10 HK8 D KQ7543 C KJ72

S Q73 H — DK9742 C KQ643

S 6 HK863 D KQ73 CKQ74

andwith each ofthem, the best final contractwould
be a minor-suit slam.

3. Pass. Your chances of making a game are not
good eventhough you have 10 high-card points and
might have had only six. Your 4-3-3-3 distribution,
coupled with the fact that partner has at most 15
points, militates strongly against further action. True,
partner might have a magic hand that would produce
10 tricks, but the odds against it are much too high
to warrant losing the partscore you are almost sure
to make by passing.

South dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
“®» O 4
¥ AK
®* ATJ74
o] 8532
WEST EAST
®» A 8573 ® QJ102
¥Y¥QJo4a3 ¥108 65
® 92 ® 65
%10 6 K 97
SOUTH
P K76
Y72
¢KQ1083
*£A Q4
The bidding:
South West North East
1 & Pass 2 & Pass
3 & Pass 4 & Pass
5@
Opening lead — queen of hearts.
Evasive Tactics

Three notrump played by South would have been
a far better contract, but the way the bidding went,
South wound up at five diamonds. North would have
done better to bid three hearts over three clubs at
his secondturnin an effortto sound out the possibil-
ity of game in notrump. Had he done this, South
would have been able to bid three notrump to arrive
at the best contract.

West led the queen of hearts against five dia-
monds, and South had to play very carefully to get
home safely. Eleven tricks were far from certainwhen
dummy first appeared. The danger was that East
would win a club trick at some point and shift to a
spade, defeating the contract if West had the ace of
spades.

Faced with this threat, declarer did all he could to
avertit. He won the heartin dummy and cashed the
kingand ace of diamonds. He thenled alow club and
finessed the queen, hoping it would lose to the king
— butitdidn't.

If South had now cashed the ace of clubs in the
hope of catching the king, he would have gone down
one. But he realized there was a chance of making
the contracteven if Easthad started with three clubs
to the king.

Accordingly, he entered dummy with a heart and
led another low club. When East followed with the
nine, South ducked and was rewarded for his care
when West was forced to win the trick with the ten.
West could then do no better than cash his ace of
spades, and South made five diamonds as a result.

It is interesting to note that West could have de-
feated the contract by dropping the ten of clubs on
the queen the firsttime clubs were led, but this play,
itshould be stated, is much easier to make on paper
than at the table.
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“Have you noticed how much better
they listen when we speak softly

to each other?”
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“I'd love to be an ox. My name would
be spelled with a hug and a kiss.”




