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Interim president talks about vision, plans

Two weeks into his tenure as interim
President at Colby Community College,
Skip Sharp met with all faculty and staff
membersNov. 1, totalk about hisvisionand
plansfor the college.

“We have the best community college
anywhere in the Midwest,” said Sharp.
“We havethe best staff that we could pos-
sibly put together. I’ ve lived in northwest
Kansasfor all but four yearsof my profes-
siona life.

“1"m herebecause of thepeoplewholive
inthisarea.

“Weneedtodoabetter job of being proud
of what we do and we need to figure out a
way tolet peopleinnorthwest Kansasknow
how good weare.”

Sharp unveiled the 2005-06 slogan for
the college which is“ Colby Community
College...where Y OU achieve success.”
The college will utilize the slogan in all
publications and promotional materials.

He asked each employee to set three

goalsto recruit new students. Enrollment
hasincreased.

“Wehavegood hewsthismorning,” said
Sharp. “Our fall enrollment isup. When
all the enrollments are entered, we antici-
pate a small increase in full-time equiva-
lency numbers.

Sharp will continue to serve as dean of
student services while assuming the
President’sduties.

“My goal isto preparethe school for the
next president,” he said.

“1 want the college to be in great shape
and ready to go when the new president
walksinthedoor.”

Sharp also discussed challenges facing
the institution including the increase in
energy and gasoline costs.

“ Although our dean of fiscal affairsDan
Erbert included an increasein next year’s
budget for energy costs, there was no way
he or anyone el se could predict the excep-
tional circumstancesthat have resulted in

Skip Sharp

these priceswe are now facing.

“Dan is estimating that we will experi-
ence a 70 to 80 percent increase over last
year in our natural gas costs. That isan

additional $90,000.

“ l amasking for everyone'shelpto con-
servewhenever possible.”

Sharp outlined four initiatives. A long-
rangeplanwill becompleted and published
by Jan. 31, 2006.

The marketing committee will be ex-
pandedandwill completeacomprehensive
institutional marketing planfor publication
before the end of the spring semester.

The computer committee will be work-
ing on ashort- and long-range technol ogy
plan for the entire campusto facilitateim-
provements and budgeting initiatives to
fund the updates.

Assessment will also beapriority. Sue
Ann Miller, business instructor at Colby
College, will chair thecommitteeand com-
pleteaplanfor consideration by theHigher
Learning Commission.

Sharpupdated faculty and staff members
on the selection process for the college's
next president.

Dental [

students
want you

Colby Community College
dental hygiene students need
your help.

Patientsare needed for thefall
and spring semesterstoallow stu-
dentsanopportunity tolearnand
increase their experiencein car-
ing for teeth.

Students, under the supervi-
sionof director Becky Vollertsen
andinstructorsSherry Martinand
KarlaColligan,do X -rays, clean- '
ings and a thorough cancer -
screening for $20 ($15for senior
citizensand children 12 and un-
der).

Dental sealants are available
for children for $10 per tooth.

Thedental hygieneprogramat
Colby Community College is
uniquein several ways.

Although classes are held on

“Wearefortunateto have Dan Erbert on
staff,” hesaid.

“He has had experience at other institu-
tionswith the hiring process and is work-
ing with the Board of Trusteesto establish
the procedures and timeline for the selec-
tion.

“We are compiling the input from over
3,000 surveysmailedtoresidentsof north-
west Kansas and will be providing Board
memberswith that information.”

Faculty members met with studentsin
conjunctionwith Student/Advisor Connec-
tion Day activitiesfollowing thestaff meet-
ing.

Classeswerenot held to allow students
to meet with advisorsand compl ete spring
enrollment forms.

Thelast day of thefall semester isDec.
16.

Students may enroll for the spring se-
mester by calling the Registrar’s office at
462-3984, ext. 675.

EduKan helps
students of Katrina

the Colby campus, much of the
classroom work isdelivered via
state-of-the-artinteractivetelevi-
sion equipment from North-
central Technical Collegein
Wausau, Wis.

Theclinical work isconducted
in Col by under thesupervision of
alicensed dentist and registered
dental hygienists.

801.

To make an appointment, call
462-3984, ext. 316.
Clinic hours are Monday and aclinical setting. Patients are ad-
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Thedental clinicislocatedinthe \Wednesday from9a.m.-2p.m.and
Health Sciences Building, Room 3 p.m.-8 p.m.; and Friday from 8

am.-1p.m.
The students' grades depend on
their ability towork with patientsin

Dental hygiene students Chelsea Moore (Hays), Jennifer Madden (Wichita) and Becca Gillig
(Kiowa) work in the dental hygiene clinic located on the CCC campus.

vised that it may require more
than one appointment to com-
pletethework andthey will need
to allow moretime owing toin-
terruptions by instructors to
check the students’ progress.
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Quiz bowl
team olefea’rs

Garden City

Quiz Bowl Coach Tom Moor-
hous delivers questions to
Quiz Bowl team members
Camilla LeFlore from Chey-
enne Wells, Colo.; TylerAsher,
Phillipsburg; and Jessica
Morton, Colby, during a dual
with Garden City Community
College Saturday, Nov. 5. As-
sistant coach Krista Carter is
running the time clock. Presi-
dent Skip Sharp was one of
several audience members.
The Colby College team de-
feated Garden City two of the
three games. Team members
not pictured: Henry Lamm,
Colby and Jesse Colson, Rex-
ford.

EduKan, the online consortium
of six western Kansas community
collegesincluding Colby Commu-
nity College, is offering students
whose studies were interrupted by
the hurricanes a chance to resume
their education online, tuition-free.

To provide this opportunity,
EduKan hasjoined the Sloan Con-
sortium, an international associa-
tion of colleges and universities
committedtoquality onlineeduca-
tion.

EduKan, including Barton Coun-
ty, Dodge City, Garden City, Pratt
and Seward County community
colleges, is among more than 150
educational institutions participat-
ing in the Sloan Semester, which
allowsstudentsuprooted by Hurri-
canesKatrinaand Ritato continue
their studies and return to their
homeinstitutionsin the next term.

The specia eight-week acceler-
ated semester, whichbeganOct. 17,
offers awide range of courses for
studentsat thecommunity college,
university and graduate levels, re-
gardless of academic discipline.

In the eight-week Sloan Semes-
ter, EduKan is serving 25 students
whoarehurricanevictims. Each of
those studentsisenrolled in one of
thesix EduKan colleges. Colby has
fivestudents; Barton, four; Dodge,
eight; Garden, four; Pratt, two and
Seward, two.

Participationinthe Sloan project
ismorethanjust agreeingtoprovide
theonlinecoursestuition-free, said
EduKan’s Executive Director Dr.
DennisFranz.

Faculty membersareteachingthe
eight-week coursesfor free. In ad-
dition EduKan’s online provider,
eCollege, did not charge EduKan
for each enrollment as it normally
would. EduKan’snew onlinebook-
store vendor, eCampus, provided
all textbooksto these studentsfree

of charge. Registrarsat each college
workedtoget studentsenrolled and
the EduK an office staff worked for
several weeks almost exclusively
getting thiscomplicated enrollment
processinlinesothestudentscould
start classesontime, Franz pointec
out.

“(The hurricanes) presented an
opportunity for EduKan to truly
provide an educational service to
those students who lost every-
thing,” Franz said. “(EduKan) pro-
vided high-quality onlinelearning
totruly deserving students. It’ sharc
to imagine having lost all of one's
material possessions, but learning
isonethingthey didn’t havetolose
out on. EduKan just wanted to be
able to say, like the 150 plus col-
leges nationwide, ‘we did our
part.’”

Becauseit is setting new quality
standards for 100 and 200 level
onlinecoursesonanational basisat
thistime, EduKan is able to coop-
erateinthe Sloan Semester and of -
fer transferable credits acceptable
tosomeof themost prestigiouscol-
legesand universitiesinthenation,
Franz added.

Moreimportantly, “ hel pingthose
displaced students at their time of
greatest needisjust ssimply theright
thing to do.

Fortunately EduKanwasinapo-
sitiontomakethiscontribution,” he
said.

EduKan instructors giving their
time to teach the Sloan Semester
courses include Joan Jilka from
Colby College, MikeKryschtal, Dr.
John Simmons, Becky Claassen,
LorenBlinde, Addie Goymeracand
Dr. Gillian Gabelmann, all from
Barton County Community Col-
lege; Winsom Lamb from Garden
City Community Collegeand Dee-
deeHerrerafrom Dodge City Com-
munity College.
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Student places in National Newspaper contest

By Debbie Schwanke
Public Information Officer

Former Colby Community Col-
lege student Brandon Gay was re-
cently recognized by the National
Newspaper Association Better
Newspaper Contest with asecond-
placeawardinthesmall, non-daily
newspaper category.

The Norton native received the
award for a photo of agirl playing
T-ball, published in the June 11,
2004, edition of The Norton Tele-
gram.

Gay, whowasasummer internat
TheTelegram, took thephotowhich
showed alittle girl swinging away
at aball although her batting hel met
completely covered her eyes.

The photo also received third-
place honorsin the annual Kansas
Press Association Better Newspa-
per Contest.

Gay also took first placein the
Kansas contest in 2004 with afea-
turepackage, “ Trashin-Trashout,”
about Norton County’ shandling of
solid waste.

After receiving his associate’'s
degree from Colby Community
College, Gay transferredtotheUni-
versity of Kansaswhere he gradu-
ated fromtheWilliamAllen White
School of Journalismin December
2004.

Gay was managing editor of the
Colby College student newspaper
The Trojan Expressfor two years.

Healsocontributedto TheDaily
Kansan (KU student newspaper).
Brandonisthe son of Carol Gay

of Norton.

Brandon Gay
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Colby Community College Board of Trustees members Kenton
Krehbiel, Larry McDonald and President Skip Sharp help with
Phonathon. Krehbiel and McDonald were two of many
Phonathon volunteers who made telephone calls beginning
Sunday, Nov. 6, to the public and alumni. Calls were placed by
student telecounselors and faculty members, Board of Trust-
ees members and Endowment Foundation members. The
Phonathon, which is the Foundation’s largest fund-raising
event, is expected to raise $50,000 for student scholarships.




