
Bridge

Colby Free Press   Wednesday, November 2, 2005    Page 9

CrosswordFor Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

Defender Avoids a Booby Trap
It is said that every weapon devised by the wit of

man sooner or later leads to an effective coun-
terweapon that acts as an equalizer. I don’t know
whether this is literally true or not, but I do know
that in bridge, many situations arise where the
equivalent principle applies.

This deal occurred in a team-of-four match. At the
first table, West led a heart against South’s three-
notrump contract. East took dummy’s queen with
the king and returned a heart to the ace. Declarer now
played a low club to the ten, losing to West’s jack,
and West returned a heart to South’s jack.

Declarer then led the king of clubs and overtook
it with dummy’s ace. When East’s queen fell on the
trick, South was able to run dummy’s clubs and
make four notrump.

The same contract was defeated at the second
table also after a heart lead by West and a heart re-
turn by East to dummy’s ace. Again declarer played
a low club to the ten, but here West allowed South’s
ten to win the trick! As a result, declarer could not
run dummy’s clubs and finished down two.

Both declarers were very much on their toes in
playing the clubs as they did. They realized that their
best chance for the contract was to find East with
the Q-x or J-x of clubs, in which case they would
score five club tricks after losing the ten to West’s
jack or queen.

The second declarer ran into unusually inspired
defense as West found the counterweapon to defuse
South’s plan. West sacrificed a club trick by refus-
ing to take his jack, but his side got three tricks back
in exchange.

 Tomorrow: South performs a miraculous feat.
(c)2005 King Features Syndicate Inc.

South Performs a Miraculous Feat
Performing the impossible is a contradiction of

terms, but there are nevertheless hands where de-
clarer can give a good imitation of the feat.

Take this deal where, as the cards lie, South ap-
pears to have a spade loser and two trump losers. It
is of course mighty difficult to make a slam with
three natural losers, but South met the challenge with
ease.

West led a diamond to dummy’s ace, and South
ruffed a diamond at trick two, hoping the queen
would fall on either this round or the next time dia-
monds were led.

Declarer then cashed the ace of hearts, learning
to his horror that West had two natural trump tricks.
Not one to panic in the face of adversity, South then
took the time to work out the only distribution that
would allow the slam to be made.

Accordingly, he cashed three club tricks, ending
in dummy, then ruffed the nine of diamonds. With
everything going smoothly, declarer crossed to the
ace of spades and ruffed the jack of diamonds.

By now West was out of diamonds and clubs.
When South next cashed the king of spades, West
ran out of that suit also. With three tricks to go and
South having won the first 10 tricks, West’s remain-
ing cards were the Q-10-9 of hearts.

At this point, South led the six of spades, and, lo
and behold, the three losers he had started with sud-
denly dwindled to one.

West had to ruff the spade and return a trump to
South’s K-J, and that was that. There was no way
West could avoid the endplay by which South suc-
ceeded in telescoping three losers into one.

Tomorrow: Plotting the course of play.
(c)2005 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott


