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Staying at home
a welcome relief

If | stayedathome, I’dwanttotravel. Sincel’ montheroadall the
time, I’ d liketo stay home.

Steve and | figured that we were going to bein five beds in six
days.

L ast Wednesday, we headed for Concordiato see my mother and
gotoafuneral, then onto Lawrenceto see our son.

We spent the night at the Springhill Suitesin Lawrence and took
our daily walk along the levy of the Kansas River. The levy in
Lawrencelooksgood and theriver runsplacidly until it hitsadam
right above our hotel. The spill over the damis quite a show.

On Thursday, we headed toward Kansas City to get some barbe-
cuefor lunch. Ribsand barbecuebeef are someof thethingswemiss
fromour former livesascity dwellersonthe Kansas-Missouri line.

From Kansas City, we headed west and south to the Lake of the
Ozarks, our final destination. Weweretheretorepresent theNational
Newspaper Association at the annual Missouri Press Association
meeting.

We spent the next three days and two nights at the Four Seasons
Resort onthelake. I’ m not complaining, mind you, but the L ake of
theOzarksisamuch cooler placefor aconvention thantheHoliday
InninTopekaor Manhattan, whichiswherethe K ansasPressholds
itsconventions.

On Saturday, we said good-bye to our friends in Missouri and
headed back towards Kansas City for another round of barbecue.

After alatelunch, we madetherun acrossK ansas. Wefinally got
homeabout 10:30 Saturday night andit wasgoodto sleepinour own
bed after three days of travel.

Sunday morningafter church, wemadelunch, but whenwestarted
to clean up, the garbage disposal choked and started spitting stuff
back into the sink. Steve accused me of putting too much vegetable
matter down thedrain, and sincethat wastrue, | told himit washis
fault.

However, when | went downstairstorunaload of clothes, | found
that the sewer was backing up. We didn’t have abig problem, yet,
justapool of dirty water aroundthedrain. However, it wasn’t going
down, and any additional water down any pipein the house would
cause thewater around the floor torise.

We figured we couldn’t do any more dishes or clothes, flush the
toilet or take ashower. Sinceit was Sunday and we couldn’t find a
plumber whowoul d answer hisphone, wedecided to spend thenight
at theLandMark Inn. We needed showersafter working around the
house all Sunday afternoon.

Monday, the plumber came and we were back into our home and
bed, if only for anight.

Tuesday we were slated to leave for Milwaukee for the annual
National Newspaper Association convention.

That’sonenightin Lawrence, two at the Lake of the Ozarks, two
non-consecutive nights at home, one at the LandMark and several
in Milwaukee.

I lovetotravel and| really enjoy going placesand meeting people,
but I’m going to beready to be homefor awhile, et metell you.

With running water, of course.

Cynthia Haynes

Commentsto any opinionsexpressed onthispageareencouraged.
Mail themtotheColby FreePress, 155W. 5th St., Colby, Kan., 67701.
Or e-mail pjschiefen@nwkansas.com or pdecker @nwkansas.com.
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Are prices inflated on text books?

In recent weeks, on campuses all across
America, another wave of bright-eyed and
bushy-tailed students have been enrolling in
university. Ah, what an experience- thecamara-
derieof collegespirit, thetitillating possibilities
of higher learning! Then these eager innocents
gotobuy their textbooks, and - wham- thedispir-
iting reality of corporate greed whacks them
upsidethe head.

Students, already beleaguered by skyrocket-
ingtuitionandfees, now facesticker shock when
purchasing requiredtexts. A congressional study
findsthat studentstoday are averaging $900 per
semester for books. A watchdog group called
CALPIRG hasissued areport called “ Ripoff
101,” documenting that the giant publishersare
raising pricesof collegetextsat aratethreetimes
higher than the prices of general books.

CALPIRG finds three main reasons for the

Jim
Hightower

® Other view
points

inflated costs. First, the publishers issue new,
higher-priced editions every three years or so,
eventhoughthere'slittle substantivechangein
thematerial. Second, at least half of the books
arenow sold“bundled” with unnecessary CD-
ROMs and flashy workbooks that drastically
bloat the price - even though two-thirds of col-
lege faculty say they “rarely” or “never” use
these add-ons.

Third, publishersjack upthepricesimply be-

cause they can. Students are a captive market.
Professors say, “Buy this book,” and there's
littlechoicebut to pay theripoff price. Also, like
drug companies, publishers have been charg-
ing Americansmorethanthey charge consum-
ersoverseas. On average, the same books cost
20 percent more here than in England, for ex-
ample. In many cases, the overchargeis much
greater - acal culustextbook, for example, sells
for $132 here, but only $62 in Britain.

Thegood newsisthat students, somefaculty,
and afew lawmakersarefighting the gouging.
Tolearnwhat stepsyou cantake, gotothiswek
site: www.maketextbooksaffordable.com.

Jim Hightower is the best-selling author of
“Thieves In High Places: They’ ve Stolen Our
Country AndIt'sTimeToTakeltBack,” onsale
now from Viking Press. Distributed by
MinutemanMedia.org.

Nation at crossroads after hurricane

Our nationfindsitself at acrossroadsfollow-
ingthedevastation caused by HurricaneKatrina.

Thousands of lives have been affected, and
thousandsmorehavesacrificed and openedtheir
heartsto relieve the suffering of victims.

WhileAmericanshavegivenmuch, Congress
hasbeen slow tolearnthat being good stewards
of thetaxpayer dollar alsorequiresalittlesacri-
fice. Congresshasprovided amuch needed $65
billionin disaster relief — arecord level in our
nation’shistory — but hasyet totightenitsbelt
toreducespendinginnon-critical areasinorder
topay for thisaid.

Instead, Congress appears poised to pass on
the burden of record deficits to future genera-
tions.Asmoreaidisneededinthecomingweeks
and months, we must ensure this natural disas-
ter does not become afinancial disaster for our
country.

The magnitude of rebuilding the Gulf Coast
region requires Congress to make sacrifices,
evenif they fall closeto home.

| amcalling on my colleaguesto adopt aone-
year moratorium on all 2006 legislative ear-
marks. Last year, members secured nearly
14,000 special projects, totaling $27 billion.

."{_ \ Jim Morrison

- e Capitol
Review

Delayingtheseprojectsfor ayearisareason-
able sacrifice members of Congress can make.
| also havesponsored|egidlationto postponefor
two yearsthe Medicare prescription drug ben-
efit, except for seniors with the highest finan-
cial need.

This delay of full implementation will save
taxpayersbillionsof dollars. Inthistimeof over-
stretched budgets, our country cannot affordthis
expensive program.

Now morethan ever, it istime for Congress
to get serious about exercising fiscal responsi-
bility. Ascritical resourcesare provided for re-
coveringandrebuildingthe Gulf Coast commu-
nities, it isimportant proper controlsare put in
placeto ensuretaxpayer money isspent wisely

and reachesthose who need it.

Thereisalsomuchroomtoreformthefederal
budget processinwaysthat eliminatewasteful,
unnecessary and inappropriate spending. | am
pleased to support legislation led by Kansas
del egation members Sen. Sam Brownback and
Rep. Todd Tiahrt that establishesacommission
to independently review federal programsin
order to eliminate those which are outdated, ir-
relevant or inefficient.

| am al so supporting aConstitutional amend-
ment to require the federal government to bal-
ance its budget. Almost every state, including
Kansas, isrequiredtobalanceitsbooksby year’s
end, just as you and | do with our budgets at
home.

Thetimefor fiscal disciplineand accountabil -
ity islongoverdueinour nation’scapital . ASwe
reachthiscrossroads, thedecisionsof Congress
will affect generationsto come. | haveno doubt
that Americanswill cometogether and recover
fromthedevastation | eft by HurricaneKatrina.

Members of Congress must now step up anc
work together to ensure the financial future of
Americadoesnot becomeanother victim of this
disaster.

About those letters.. . .

The Free Press encourages and wel comes | ettersfrom readers. Letters should betypewritten, if at all possible, and should
include atelephone number and an address. These are used for verification of thewriter only. If, however, you want your
address and tel ephone number to appear with your letter, please ask usto do so when you submit your letter, or include anote
withyour letter. Most importantly, all letters must include asignature. Unsigned letters cannot be published. Wereservethe
right to edit for clarity and length, and, likewise, reservetheright to reject | etters deemed to be of no public interest or consid-
ered offensive or libelous. You can expect your letter to appear in print within 24-48 hours of receipt. Lettersto the Free Press
allow readersto become engaged in public debate on topicsthey deem important. Please consider sharing your thoughtswith
thefamily of Colby Free Pressreaders. Thank you.
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