Colby Free Press Thursday, September 29, 2005 Page 7

For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
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Beetle Bailey ® Mort Walker
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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard
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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF YOU ARE YAWNING
OFTEN WHILE PRESSING CLOTHES, I SUPPOSE
YOU COULD BE IRONING BORED.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clug: K equals P
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Wife shabitsget under man’sskin

DEARABBY: | have been mar-
ried to awonderful woman, “Leo-
ra,” for 35 years. We have five
grownchildrenany parent wouldbe
proud of . Throughout our marriage,
| worked while Leoratook care of
the children. | retired about three
months ago. Now | am home with
Leoraal thetimeand havejust re-
alized that she bathes only about
threetimesaweek. Thishasnotonly
upset me, but also disgusts me!

| know sheused to bathethechil-
dren every night when they were
little, and she insisted they bathe
regularly growingup. When| asked
her about this, she said she has*“ al-
ways bathed when she needed it,”
and that might be nightly — or not.
Sheattributesthistobeingraisedon
aranch where water was scarce.
Abby, we live quite comfortably.

| Thecost of water isnot anissue.

| told her that peoplehavetobathe
daily in order to be clean.

Sheaskedif | could ever tell she
hadn’t bathed daily and the answer
isno, but | know now, andit bothers
me.

Pleasetell her that peoplehaveto
bathe daily to remove dead skin
cells, etc. She seemsto think if |
couldn’t tell for 35 years that she
hasn’t bathed every day thetopicis
not anissue. It'sgetting tothe point
that | don’twanttosleepinthesame
bed with her knowing she hasn’t
bathed that day.

— SEPARATE BEDROOMS
INTHE FUTURE

DEAR SEPARATE BED-
ROOMS: You say you retired
threemonthsagoand nowyou're
at home with your wife “all the
time.” If ever | heard about some-
onewhoneeded toget out andfind
a hobby, do volunteer work or
start anew business, itisyou. For
thesakeof your marriage, please
stop obsessing about your wife's
hygiene.

For peoplewith oily skin, or in
professions where their skin be-
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Dear Abby

comes sweaty or soiled, a daily
bath isa must. However, for
peoplewithdry or delicateskin,a
sponge bath may dothejob very
well. If you haven’t noticed until
now that your wife didn’t bathe
every day, it’stimefor you to ask
your self why you aredigging for
trouble. At therateyou’'regoing,
you could wind up with morethan
separ ate bedrooms.

DEARABBY: My fiance, John,
wears women'’s underwear and
hose. He likes it, and | realize it
doesn’tmeanhe'sgay. That'snotthe
problem.

His ex-wife, “Anita,” insists on
starting conversations with me
aboutit, preferably withinearshot of
others. She asked, in front of their
attorneys after arecent court hear-
ing, if 1 “liked” the fact that John
wears women’s silk panties! (She
oweschild support and doesn’t feel
aneedto pay it.)

| realize Anitais doing thisto
embarrassJohnand me, and | don't
know what to do when she starts
these “ conversations.” I’ ve never
met anyone so cynical, defensive,
verbally abusive and in need of
counseling. She'salso analcoholic
indenial, but shedoesn’t havetobe
drunk to start these conversations.
Thisis one of the reasons Anita
doesn’t have custody of their minor
children.

| havetriedignoring her, butshe'll
standthereandtal k totheback of my
head, andthecommentsgetincreas-
ingly personal and intrusive. How
can| stop Anitain her tracks?

— EMBARRASSED IN
PENNSYLVANIA

DEAREMBARRASSED: One
way to stop her would betoturn
around, look her in the eye and
say, “ Anita, | knowyou arebitter
and angry, but thekind of under-
wear hechoosesisup to him and
islonger your business. Soknock
it off.” And then smile.

DEARABBY:I'll bebrief. Cané
person get an STD from oral sex?
—NEEDSTOKNOW IN
ORANGE COUNTY
DEAR NEEDSTO KNOW:
Yes,and that iswhy itissoimpor-
tanttoknowthepersonand hisor
her health statusbefor ebeginning
asexual relationship.

DEARABBY: My former fiance
hasrecently begun calling and ask-
ing me to meet him for dinner at &
fancy restaurant. Our relationship
ended badly, and | haveneither spo-
ken to him nor seen him for amost
two years. Hewill not explain why
hewantstomeet, andinsiststhatit’s
just “casual.”

| don't see anything “casual”
about meeting my exinafancy res-
taurant for dinner. | am curious
about what he wants to say, but |
don’t want to disrespect my new
beau by goingto meet my ex-fiance.
(I know I wouldbeupset if thetabl es
wereturned.) | am happy inthisre-
lationship, and | don’t want to en-
couragemy ex to continuetryingtc
contact me, or trying to befriends.

How should | handlethiswithtact
and grace?

— UNCOMFORTABLEIN
WYOMING

DEAR UNCOMFORTABLE:
Handlethiswithtact and graceby
smilingintothetelephoneasyou
tell your former fiance exactly
what you havetold me. By smiling
when you speak, a warmer,
friendlier toneisgenerated than
if you tighten your jaw and speak
from thethroat. Your messageis
entirely appropriate.

Family Circus = Bil Keane
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South West North East
3NT Pass  Pass Pass “. .. unless they’re in casinos.”

Opening lead — two of diamonds.

A Royal Sacrifice

Some plays are regarded as fancy, but often
theseplaysarebothlogical and necessary. Con-
sider this deal where West |eads a diamond

against three notrump.

Let's say East takes the ace, dummy and de-
clarer following low, and returns the jack of

hearts.

Southwins, cashestheA-K of clubsand plays
theking of diamonds, on which East showsoui.
Itistheend of theroad for South. Eventually he
goesdown oneor two, depending onthe course

of theplay.

Theoutcomeisnot surprising, because, if de-
clarer plays this way, he should expect to go
down. Dummy’sclubtricksgetlostintheshuffle
because thereisno entry to cash them.

Thislack of communicationisobviouswhen
dummy appears, and declarer cannot properly

plead surprise.

Butlet’ ssuppose Southisby natureameticu-
|ousdeclarer who, when he seestrouble ahead,

triesto preparefor it.

In that case, after East plays the ace of dia-
monds— presumably hisonly diamondif West
ismaking a normal fourth-best lead — South

dropshisqueenoniit!

This play eventually pays handsome divi-
dends. South winsany return (including taking
theaceof spadesif East shiftstothat suit), cashes
the A-K of clubs and king of diamonds, then
leads a diamond toward dummy’s ten. Sooner
or later he getsto dummy with the ten of dia-
monds and finisheswith 10 tricks.

You could call dropping the queen of dia-
mondsunder theaceafancy play, whichitis, but
itissurely justified by the circumstances.

It guaranteesthecontract, comewhat may, and
isthereforetheright play — fancy or not.

Note that declarer does not even lose atrick

by playing the queen on the ace.

He still wins two diamond tricks despite his

seeming generosity.

But, moreimportantly, hemakesthecontract.

Tomorrow: Bidding quiz.
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Crossword

ACROSS 37 Propata DOWN 21 Uncle
1 “Sultan of Gallagher 1 Grate Sam’s
Swat” concert 2 PC home
5 Snake 40 Camel operator 23 Bring
eyes feature 3 Mah- forth
8 Jet forth 41 Law- jongg 24 Incite

12 One side rence’s piece 25 Cold
of the territory 4 Fool War
Urals 45 Harbor 5 Between news

13 Ashen structure 6 Existed agency

14 Moolah 47 Under- 7 Eastern- 26 Comes-

15 Broker’s standing most of a tibles
advice 49 Play noted 27 Moth

16 Follower umpire quintet variety
(suffix) 50 Bullets 8 Seek 28 Cursed

17 Bohemian 51 Annoy huge 32 Yokel

18 Word 52 Sword profits 33 Verve
beginning handle 9 Forgave 35 Branch

20 Bygone, 53 Resorts 10 “Guinness 36 Support-
to Burns interna- Book” ing

22 |tsy-bitsy tional suffix 38 Modern
spider’s 54 Aye 11 “Explain money
place undoer yourself!” 39 Ungrace-

26 Assertion 55 “Born 19 Cartesian fully

29 Through Free” conclu- thin

30 Gun-lobby heroine sion 42 $50, in
org. Solution time: 25 mins. “Monop-

31 Quest wTETs YICIE: oly”

32 Hallow- no 5] KFA ulr]Aa 43 Afflic-
een m[o|u[s|E O[N] [O][N]sS tions
shout ;gﬁﬁizzsz'f:; 44 Sask.

33 Cribbage RIEIFIS JTEIDT neighbor
scorers s|c|a|R|IFIML[E[AIR]Y 45 — de

34 — budget IHNLAQQEM deux

35 Diving oNTEINTalalT(sIT AnD| 46 Mischief-
bird E[mM| 1 [G|R]E I [O]T[A[S maker

36 Loses hc H EJO R A“ 48 Mound
color E|T|E NJI[L
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