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Business
shelter plan
Introduced

By Patty Decker
Free Press Editor

TheBusinessShelter Programis
being introduced as
one of the newest
partnerships be-
tween the Thomas
County American
Red Crossand Tho-
mas County Emer-
gency Management
and both organiza-
tionsarelooking for
businesses wanting to participate.

“Thisprogramisdesignedtopro-
videawarenessand preparednessof
sheltering optionsin the event of a
disaster or emergency,” said Jim
Engel, director of emergency man-
agement and 911 on Thursday.

Thereis no cost for businesses
interested in this program, he said.
Each participating business; how-
ever, will begivenaCivil Defense
canwithitemstoincludeacomfort
kit, medical flip chart, shelter log,
stuffed animals for children, and
plenty of room to put in personal
shelter preparations.

Businesses involved in the pro-
gram will also receive asticker to
identify them as having an emer-
gency shelter on the premises.

“These facilities will be offered
on a space-available basis and, in
some cases, restricted to normal
business hours,” Engel said.

Inaddition, thereisno guarantee
of personal safety for those people
who use the facility and the public

is encouraged to make private ar-
rangements for individual storm
sheltering.

“Placesof employ-
ment or a person’s
own churchmight of -
fer a place of refuge
during a severe
storm,” hesaid.

Requirements for
the program are few,
but Engel did say that

-= °  any business inter-
ested would need to have an ap-
proved ground shelter that could
withstand tornadoes or an under-
ground shelter, suchasabasement,
without windows.

“Thisis not only for tornado
threats, it can alsobeused asashel -
ter-in-place location during a che-
mical/biological attack or aterror-
ist situation,” he said.

Another suggestion Engel made
wasthat businessesin the program
obtain a weather radio to monitor
conditions as well as other emer-
gencies. Both the Red Cross and
emergency management organiza-
tion encourage business ownersto
participate in the shelter program
and havetheir employeestrainedin
CPRand first aid.

“Itisapriority of ThomasCounty
Emergency Management and the
American Red Crossto save lives
and educate people as to their op-
tions for their own safety,” Engel
said. For questionsor to participate,
call Engel at (785) 460-4516.

Homecoming spirit!

LEFT: Colby High School cheerleaders gathered around the
Homecoming bonfire atthe Thomas County Fairgrounds Thurs-
day. The cheerleaders pumped up the crowd of students and
community members during their pep rally. There was also a live

and silent auction for varsity and junior varsity jerseys. RIGHT:
Shawn and Hayden Reinert watched the bonfire. The Homecom-
ing football game starts tonightat 7 p.m. at Dennen Field with the
Eagles taking on the Ness-Dighton Titans.
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Health, wellness more than a career at high school

By Tisha Cox
Colby Free Press

Colby High School students are
learning how tolead healthier lives
while learning more about careers
in the health and wellnessfields at
the sametime.

Joni Clark-Leiker, counselor,
saidthey’ refocusing onhealthand
human services careersthisyear

“| pick one or two each year and
concentrateon that,” she said.

In the Colby School District,
Clark-Leiker said, career activities
start at the grade school. Student
awareness starts with the fact they
realize their parents have jobs. In
middleschool, they movetolearn-
ing about what jobs are available
and in high school, students have
thechanceto actually get hands-on
experience.

Except thisyear the topic of En-

glishclassor calculating stepsinto
milesin math class.

“We'rejust getting started,” she
said.

They’ll have advisor sessions
onceamonth, involving thewhole
student body and in some way re-
lated to the topic, including guest
speakers.

SheisworkingwithTamaUnger
at CitizensMedical Center on that
and possibly avolunteer program
for teens at the hospital or nursing
homesin the community.

She said they’re exposing the
subject to studentsinafunway, al-
lowing them to try out and experi-
encedifferent things.

Classes available like Health
Occupations 11, are allowing stu-
dents to get hands-on experience.
Studentsaredoingrotationsat Citi-
zensMedical Center, givingthema
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Colby High School students watched Curtis Fulwider (middle) and
Cole Garcia (right side) duke it out with dance steps during semi-

nar Thursday.

chanceto find out what they’ rein-

terestedin.
Duringfreshmanorientationand

other activities before school

started, they had sessions that em-
phasized wellness, like school sur-
vival and wellness bowl. Students
also had break out sessions where

By Jan Katz Ackerman
Colby Free Press

Local law enforcement are
mourningthedeathof oneof their
own today.

Authoritieswere called to the
home of Thomas County She-
riff’s Deputy Cory Wang, 23,
where they found him dead of
what is being called a self-in-
flicted gunshot wound.

AccordingtoColby PoliceDe-
partment Detective Gary Shull,
dispatcherswerecalled at 12:40
a.m. this morning by Wang's
roommate, Brent Mariman.

“When | arrived, the Thomas
County Emergency Medical Ser-
vice personnel had arrived just a
minute before me,” Shull said.
“And Dr. Victor Hildyard, the
county coroner, had arrived and
hispreliminary ruling, asfar asl
know is self-inflicted gunshot
wound.”

Shull said the Kansas Bureau
of Investigationisassistingwith

theinvestigation.

WanghadworkedfortheThomas
County Sheriff’s Office since
March, 2002.

Accordingto Undersheriff Jason
Moses, Wang had recently fur-
thered his career by becoming a
certified K-9 officer. His partner,
Diego, is being cared for by the
office's other K-9 handler, Marc
Finley.

Sheriff Mike Baughn said his
staff and deputies, alongwiththose
of theColby Police Department, are
grieved by Wang's death.

“It’'soneof thoseunforeseentrag-
edies that nobody can predict,”
Baughn said.

“Law enforcement is a very
close-knit community and the loss
of oneisfelt by many.”

Baughn said Wang's young age
makes it a tougher loss for those
who knew him.

“Cory was aVvibrant young man
whorecently certifiedincanineand
he'll be greatly missed,” Baughn

Deputy dies from gunshot wound

said. Effectivetoday, Wang'sbadge
number and radionumber wereper-
manently retired by the sheriff’s
office.

“1’veissued an order retiring his
badge number and radio number in
Cory’shonor,” Baughn said.

Wangwasathird-generationlaw
enforcement officer.

“Cory’s father, the late Roger
Wang, wasan officer withthe Clay
Center Police Department and | ater
Undersheriff withthe Clay County
Sheriff’s Office,” Baughn said.

Wang’s grandfather, Warren
Wang, was a 1950s law enforce-
ment officerinManhattan, Baughn
said.

BaughnbelievesWang'smother,
whosenamehedoesnot know, lives
on the West Coast. He said Wang
was raised by his grandparents,
Larry andArlisSteele, of rural Tri-
bune.

Wang's funeral services will be
conducted by Harrison Chapel,.
servicesare pending.

“
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Deputy Cory Wang with his K-
9 officer, Diego.

they couldfind out moreabout start-
ing clubs like walking, biking, ar-
chery and more.

Fromthose, new activitiesstem-
ming from two-day session are a
Book Club, Walking Club, aM ake-
n-Take group and Dance Dance
Revolution.

Clark-Leiker saidteachersarethe
sponsors for the groups, but stu-
dents set up the dance sessions
twice aweek during seminar.

She said that particular group is
doing well becauseit’s giving stu-
dents a chance to have fun and get
exercise at the sametime.

Asfar ascareer counseling goes,
she said they have achart showing
what high school classes students
needif they want to pursueahealth
career, and they have the samein-
formationfor al of theother 16 ca-
reer clustersthey use.

Clark-Leiker saidit’salsopart of
theschool improvement plan, com:-
bining academics, employability
skills and career awareness at the
sametime.

She said the overall effect is 8
more personal impact for students
instead of just cut and dried career
information, helping them make
healthy choices and lead healthier
lives.

Also, she said it's a chance for
students to connect with the com:-
munity, like with the wellnessfair
nextyear, Relay for Life, andwalk/
bike acrossKansas.

Theactivitiesthey’ vefocused on
arealsolifelong pursuits.

“Most of thosethingsthey could
do on their own without a team,”
Clark-Leiker said.

“We' retryingto show that fithess
can bethroughout alife.”

Brownback wants future
judges opposing abortion

WASHINGTON (AP) — Sen.
SamBrownback voted Thursday in
favor of Judge John Robertsto be-
come the next chief justice of the
U.S. Supreme Court but said he
wantsto seefuture nomineesmore
clearly oppose abortion rights.

“Thenext nomineeshouldletthe
political branches make political
choicesand should havearecord of
devotiontolifeand liberty that our
Constitution protects,” the Kansas
Republican said at a Senate Judi-
ciary Committee hearing.

The committee voted 13-5 to
sendthenominationtothefull Sen-
ate, virtually assuringtheconserva
tivejudgeconfirmation by the Sen-
ate next week. Five of the eight
Democrats on the committee op-
posed Roberts.

Meanwhile, Sen. Pat Roberts, R-
Kan., confirmed his intent to sup-
port the nomination when it comes
beforethefull Senate.

“John Roberts possesses a bril -

liant legal mind and athorough un-
derstanding of the law,” Roberts
said Thursday.

“His pragmatic approach to the
application of our nation’s laws
resonateswith Kansans.”

Roberts’ nomination to replace
the late William H. Rehnquist has
not provoked amajor fight between
Democrats and Republicans. But
lawmakers are anticipating more
heated debate once President Bush
makes his choice to fill a second
vacancy on the court, left by retir-
ing Justice Sandra Day O’ Connor.

Brownback sai d hewas sati sfieg
that Robertsappreciatesthelimitec
role of federal judgesand that heis
committedtothe“faithful interpre-
tation of the Constitution asit was
written.” At hearings last week,
Brownback asked Roberts if he
considered a fetus “a person or ¢
piece of property.” The White
HousewantsRaobertsto bein place
asthenation’s 17th chief justice.
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