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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
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LEPX: “RDKKB CBGKQ!”

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF SOMEONE WERE A
WORLD-FAMOUS MINERALOGIST, T GUESS
FOLKS MIGHT CALL HIM A ROCK STAR.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: K equals L

HILARY, JUST BECAUSE
KIDS SAID YOU LOOKED
LIKE A "BABY" DOESN'T

MEAN THEY'RE RIGHT.

KIDS SAY PLENTY OF

SILLY THINGS.
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: NEW BROADWAY

MUSICAL ABOUT ARTISANS WHO LIKE TO

MAKE SMALL LACE MATS: “HELLO DOILY!”

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: P equals A

Crossword
ACROSS 35 Houston 2“1 — 22 Tardy
1 Web site acronym Camera” 23 Accelera-
language 36 Basmati, 3 Forefront tion
5 Jack e.g. 4 Short contests
Horner's 37 Less sock 24 Evi-
prize 38 Punish, in 5 CEOQO, denced a
9 Neutral a way maybe pinprick
color 40 Chutzpah 6 Tramp’s 26 “The

12 Mideast 42 Twitch love Da Vinci
gulf 43 Swarm 7 Play- —

13 Shankar 48 Mimic wright 27 Insepara-
genre 49 Respon- Betti ble

14 Actress sibility 8 Aardvarks 28 Facility
Hagen 50 Unyield- and 29 Approach

15 The ing zebras 31 Big win in
USA,in 51 “Abso- 9 Faith Vegas
a sense lutely” Hil's ball- 34 —

17 St. leader 52 Thorn in playing Tin Tin

18 Indolent Miss father-in- 35— Bly

19 Boo-boo Gulch’s law 37 Winter
healer, side 10 Teensy bit woe
often 53 Holly- 11 Fleet 38 Com-

21 Wiser, wood 16 Listening mand to
maybe clashers device Rover

24 Court 20 — roll 39 Prop
bench DOWN 21 As yet for

25 Imperfec- 1 Rapture unpaid Sherlock
tion Solution time: 21 mins. 40 Over-
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1 Auction
action
4 Wander
8 Greet

12 Simile
center

13 Pennsyl-
vania port

14 Bullets

15 Fresh

16 Corsage
flowers

18 Columbus’
birthplace

20 Blue
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“Fantastic
Four”
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ologist’s
prize

28 His term
lasted
612
months

32 Beach
resort

33 Work with

34 Band-
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Shaw
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binding
abbr.
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43 Rules
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50 Seize connec- wind
wages to tion 29 “The
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instru- 8 “Messiah” 31 Tragic
ment composer 35 Intellec-
57 Hawaiian 9 Parisian tual
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area 10 “— Little kind
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Bridge

South dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.
NORTH
AaAQIO6

WEST EAST
@®» 732 » K 4
¥Y¥Q 107 YK 854
® 10987 ® 54
] o6 PK 10982
SOUTH
% 105
YAJO2
®* AKQJ
*+A QS5
The bidding:
South West North East
1 & Pass 1 o Pass
3 NT
Opening lead — ten of diamonds.

Luck IsaFriendly Enemy

Thebest approachtotheplay of ahandistorely
on luck aslittle as possible. For example, take this
deal where West led a diamond against three
notrump. Declarer won with the jack and finessed
theten of spades, everyonefollowing low. Hethen
led thefive of spades and finessed the jack, losing
to East’sking.

Back cametheten of clubs, wonby declarer with
the queen, but South had aready run out of steam.
Hisonly winnerswerefour diamonds, two clubs,
spade and aheart, and hefinished down one.

Itisgranted that East made afine play by duck-
ing theten of spades. Had hetaken theten with the
king, declarer would have made at least four
notrump.

But thefact remai nsthat South should havemade
thecontract anyway. Thebestlineof play isto over-
taketheten of spadeswithdummy’sjack at trick two.
L et’sassumethat East ducks; otherwise, it'sall over
but the shouting.

Declarer next leads a club from dummy and fi-
nesses the queen. Asit happens, the finesse wins,
and South hashisninthtrick. Naturally, hethen es-
chewsasecond spadefinesse, sincethat could cost
himthecontract. And so, by followingthesuggested
line of play, declarer windsup with 12 tricks.

What isthe advantage of playing thisway? The
answer isthat it gives South two chancesinstead of
just oneto makethe contract: if West was dealt the
king of spadesor if East wasdealt theking of clubs.
If theclubfinessel oses, South still hasanother spade
finesseto fall back on. By playing in thisway, he
minimizesthe element of luck.

South dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
P K S83
YAT762
®QJ4a
*+$K O65
WEST EAST
“» 105 ®QJ742
¥Y¥Q 108 ¥ 4
® 9762 ® 853
10982 *$0QJ4a43
SOUTH
» A 96
YK JO953
® AK 10
*® A 7
The bidding:
South West North East
1 ¥ Pass 3% Pass
(S 4
Opening lead — ten of clubs.

TheDisappearing Trick

Itisabasic principleof play that whenacontract
canbemadeonly if theopponents’ cardsaredivided
in a certain way, declarer should assume that that
distribution existsand proceed accordingly.

TakethiscasewhereWest leadsaclubagainst six
hearts. Whendummy appears, declarer seesthat the
slam essentially depends on whether or not he can
avoid losing atrumptrick.

Thereisnogoodreason not totackletrumpsright
away, so South winsthe club with the ace, leads
low heart to the ace and a heart back. When East
showsout, South takesthekingand must now solve
the problem of how to avoid losing aspadetrick.

Thetask |ooksimpossible, butif Southappliesthe
af orementioned principle, he can get home safely.
Hestartsby leading aclub to theking, ruffsaclub,
then cashestheA-K of spadesand histhreediamonc
tricks. All these preliminary maneuversare gearec
to the hope of finding West with a singleton or
doubleton spade, in which case the slam can be
made. Asit happens, thishopematerializes, because
theposition after thefirst 10trickshavebeenplayec
is:

North

S8

H76
West East
HQ SQJ
D9 CQ
Co9

South

S9

HJ9

When declarer now leads atrump, putting West
on lead, South’s spade loser vanishesinto thin air.

Tomorrow: Strikewhiletheironishot.
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“If we were home-schooled, it would
be good for our backs.”

“Since vegetables are good for you,
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could | have some popcorn?”




