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CrosswordFor Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

The Long-Term View
From the time dummy appears in today’s deal,

declarer should be concerned that West might have
both missing club honors and that the contract will
go down if he (South) relies on two club finesses.

South should then seek a way to overcome that
possibility if it exists. Further analysis should lead
South to conclude that his best chance is to try for
an elimination play that will assure a favorable out-
come regardless of where the club honors are actu-
ally located.

Accordingly, he wins the opening spade lead with
the ace, plays a heart to the ace, ruffs a heart, enters
dummy with a trump, ruffs another heart, leads a
second trump to dummy and ruffs the jack of hearts.

When South next exits with the three of spades,
the defenders are helpless. If West wins the trick, he
can do no better than return a club, automatically
limiting South’s losers to one spade and one club. If
West returns a spade instead, South ruffs in dummy
and discards a club from his hand to hold himself to
one club loser.

Alternatively, if East wins the spade lead, declarer
simply follows low on the club return. After win-
ning the trick, West then has the choice of returning
either a club or a spade, handing South the contract.

By adopting this line of play, South can guaran-
tee a favorable outcome as soon as the missing
trumps divide 2-1. But to attain the desired result,
declarer must begin to lay the groundwork for the
prospective endplay from the very outset, making
sure to trump a heart in his hand at every opportu-
nity.

Tomorrow: Uncommon common sense.
(c)2005 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Uncommon Common Sense
The inferences a declarer can draw during the play

sometimes border on the fantastic. For example,
take this deal where West led the queen of clubs
against four hearts.

Declarer ducked the queen but won the next club
with the ace, East playing his king on the trick. A
low trump to the king was followed by a spade to
dummy’s queen, which lost to East’s king. Back
came a low club to West’s ten, and West exited with
a spade to dummy’s ace.

By now, South had lost three tricks and had to take
the rest to make his contract. Declarer’s prospects
were not very good at this point, but he managed to
get home safely anyhow.

He led the queen of diamonds from dummy,
which won the trick, and then the jack, which also
won the trick as East again followed low.

Now, continuing his good work, South led a trump
from dummy and went up with the ace, deliberately
spurning the finesse. This caught West’s unguarded
queen in the process, and, as a result, declarer made
the contract.

Rejecting the trump finesse was not as strange a
play as it might seem. South realized that if East had
held the Q-x-x of trumps in addition to the king of
diamonds, he would certainly have covered
dummy’s jack of diamonds with the king in order
to assure himself of a trump trick and defeat of the
contract. (Dummy had no further entries at that
point.)

East’s failure to cover the jack left South with no
alternative but to hope that West had started with the
Q-x of trumps.

Tomorrow: The Grand Slam Force.
(c)2005 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott


