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Rehearsal formembers of the
Hi-Plains Harmony Chorus of
SweetAdelines kicked off with
a little stretching Tuesday
night at the Colby United
Methodist Church. The group
holds rehearsals every Tues-
day at the church and is get-
ting ready for their “Shee-
Haw” country-western and
comedy show on Oct. 23.
Larry Patterson, director, said
they weren't at full strength
Tuesday night but attributed
that to some members miss-
ing because of harvest.
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But kept it quiet

Coach's resignation known by activities director since June 6

By Tisha Cox
Colby Free Press
Tom Beckman is no longer the
girls' head basketball coach at
Colby High School. The Colby
School Board accepted hiswritten
resignationat itsmeeting thismorn-
ing.
Board member Joel Powell said
they found out that high school ac-
tivities director Jeff Quenzer had

Beckman's letter of resignation,
which was dated June 6, yet didn’t
tell anyone.

“I"m surprised Quenzer had it
anddidn’t notify anybody,” Powell
said, adding he thought the coach-
ing issue put the community
through alot of unnecessary tur-
moil.

Board member Tracy Rogerssaid
hethinkstheboard hasmoreimpor-

tant issuesto beinvolved with.

“| think we should take admin-
istrator’s recommendations be-
causethey work with and evaluate
these people,” he said.

Rogerssaid therearefour issues
boardsare supposedtodeal with—
budget, long-range planning, pol-
icy and superintendent eval uations.

Proof that the issue did capture
attention were the members of the

high school girls' basketball team
and otherswho spokein support of
Beckman at the meeting. today.

ZanaeBairdwasoneof theplay-
ers who said she supported Beck-
man.

Shesaidany rumorspeopleheard
aroundthecommunity weren’ttrue
andplayersworked hard at practice
and thefour yearstheteam went to
state were atestament to that.

Baird said anyonewould be* un-
appreciative” of Beckman if they
didn’t support him. Sheadded even
if playersdon’tlikethe coach, they
will still go out because they want
toplay.

“We need a good reason to fire
himand| don’tthink wehaveone,”
Baird said.

Pete Stevens, district resident,
seventh grade basketball coach

Marybeth Flanagin and Susan
McLemore also lent their support
for Beckman.

Stevens said the issue of |etting
Beckman go wasn’t a new matter
and saidtheoppositionhadn’t even
bothered to show up at a board
meeting.

Hesaid if they were so passion-
ate, they should havebeen at ameet-
ing.

L evant woman charged with possession of drugs, stolen property

By Patty Decker

Free Press Editor
Paperwork wasfiledMonday intheTho-
mas County District Court alleging that a
L evant woman, ontwo separateoccasions,
wasin possession of illegal narcotic drugs
that were al so considered stolen property.
Kimberly Anne Boardman, 33, will ap-
pear in court on Wednesday, Aug. 3, at 10
a.m. regarding the four charges stemming
back from March and June of 2005.
Inthefirstincident, Boardmanisalleged

to have illegally taken Carisoprodol, a
schedulell substanceon
Friday, June 3, from
Melanie Wright of
Colby. Inthecomplaint,
ThomasCounty District
Attorney Andrea
Wyrick is charging
Boardmanwith* perma-
nently depriving the
owner of the narcotic prescription drug
(Carisoprodal).
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Inthesecond incident, on or about Sun-
day, March 26, Boardmanisaccusedof “in-
tentionally obtaining control over stolen
property.” The stolen property alleged to
havebeen taken isButalbital, an unsched-
uled prescriptiondrug (medicationnot pre-
scribed to an individual) from the owner,
Lindsay Garrett.

In addition, Boardman could be facing
revocation of her probationwithrespectto
similar-type chargesin February of 2004.

Boardmanwasarrested onFeb. 13,2004

with burglary charges to include the theft
of morphine, sulfate pills, oxycodone,
phenteramine (stimulant), hydrocodone
and endocet from three separate homes.
As part of the plea negotiationsin Sep-
tember of 2004, the court agreed to grant a
diversion on 7 of the 11 charges dealing
with burglary and removing prescription
drugsfrom homeswithout permission.
Shealso, at that time, agreed towaive a
preliminary hearing, enteringaguilty plea
ononecount of theft and one count of pos-

sessing adepressant — both being misde-
meanor charges.

Magistrate Judge Rick Ress, who will
again be presiding in August, agreed to
Boardman paying court costs and suspen-
sion of one year jail time with supervisec
probation.

Thecourt said probationwasconditional
inthat Boardman would agreetonoviola-
tionsin the law within that year, compli-
ancefor repaying the costs and successful
completion of thefelony diversion.

Country singin

Audrey Hoyt of Brewster brought a country flair to Picnic in the
Park today at Fike Park. Hoyt sang a selection of well-known
country songs forthe large crowd. The picnics will continue each
Thursday through July at noon at the park.
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Colby’slinkto game show unfolds Monday

By Tom (TD) Dreiling
Free Press Publisher

Let'splay “Jeopardy!”

“Shewasbornin Colby, Kansas
and was educated in the schools
therethrough 8th grade.”

“WhoisJennifer Weiner?’

Correct!

Colby peoplewill want to watch
thetel evision show “ Jeopardy!” on
Monday, July 4thto seehow Jenni-
fer Weiner fares.

Jennifer who?

During her school daysin Colby,
shewas Jennifer Windholz, whose
father, Brian, wasthelast adminis-
trator of St. Thomas Hospital, and
then controller at CitizensMedical
Center.

From here, the family moved to
Russell where Mr. Windholz was
director of finance at Russell City

Helicopter crash in Kabul may have

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) —
Rescuers have reached the wreck-
ageof aU.S. special forceshelicop-
ter that crashed in arugged moun-
tain ravinein eastern Afghanistan,
but therewasnoimmediatewordon
thefateof the 17 troopsonboard, a
U.S. military spokesman saidtoday.

“We are at the wreckage as we
speak,” Lt. Col. Jerry O'Haratold
TheAssociated Press. “ Wearecon-
ducting searchandrecovery opera-
tions. But we are more into the re-
covery stage.”

He declined to elaborate on ef-
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Hospital, now Russell Regional
Hospital.

Jennifer qualified for the show
during tryouts in Minneapolis,
Minn. last June.

Theshowwill air at 3:30p.m.on
Monday on the Kansas State Net-
work, NBC affiliate, and is hosted
by Alex Trebek. Weiner will repre-
sent the Twin Citiesarea.

fortstofind survivorsor thebodies
of thel7,whowerebelievedtohave
died in Tuesday’s crash.

The British Broadcasting Corp.
reported on its Web site that U.S.
officialsat themain Americanbase
near the crash site said 13 bodies
had been recovered. Seven other
soldiers, including somethat were
fighting on the ground, were miss-
ing, the BBC reported.

U.S. spokeswomen Lt. Cindy
M ooredeclined tocomment onthe
report, saying the military would
releaseanew statement onthecrash

Weiner isamedical underwriting
manager for UnitedHealthcare.
She, her husband Barry, and two
children, Davidand Cameron, 5and
2, respectively, livein Chanhassen,
Minn. She graduated from Kansas
State University.

Jennifer attended Sacred Heart
Grade School and Colby Public
Schools through 8th grade. Her
brother, Chad Windholz, also at-
tended Sacred Heart and thepublic
school system through 5th grade.
He eventually graduated from the
U.S. Air Force Academy in 1996
and is currently a navigator with
rank of captain at Offutt Air Force
Base, Omaha, Neb.

Kim, the youngest of the Wind-
holz children, was pre-school age
when the family moved to Russell
in 1985. She is a graduate of the

later Thursday.

A military statement said U.S.-
led coalitionforceswere" currently
assessingthecauseof thecrashand
thestatusof the 17 servicemembers
who were on board the MH-47 he-
licopter.”

O'Hara said “there are still bad
guysinthe area’ around the crash
site and that troops were having to
“doarecovery and atactical opera-
tion at the sametime.”

Militants are believed to have
shot downtheMH-47 helicopter as
it was bringing in reinforcements

University of Kansas.

All three of the Windholz chil-
dren grauated from Russell High
School.

Viewers can visit the Website,
Jeopardy.com and click on “This
week on Jeopardy!” to view apic-
ture and brief video of the week’s
contestants.

Mr. Windholz, inadditiontoserv-
ing the hospital at Russell for nine
years, was also director of finance
at Clara Barton Hospital at Hois-
ington for four years, and served
later as treasurer for the City of
Russell beforeretiring in Feburary
of 2003.

Shirley (Mrs. Windholz) holdse
master’s degree in instructional
technology from Fort Hays State
University and teaches at Rup-
penthal Middle School, Russell.

been costly

for a battle with suspected al-
Qaidafighters.

A stormthat hamperedrescuers
fromreaching thewreckage Wed-
nesday had passed by Thursday.
Recovery operations also have
been madedifficult by therugged
terrain of the remote crash site,
reachableonly by foot, and contin-
ued fighting with militants.

Officialsin the United States
said they knew of no communica-
tions from the crash site near
Asadabad, in eastern Kunar prov-
ince.
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