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It may betimefor summer va-
cation, but some Colby High
School studentsarespending part
of theirsgetting ready for thefall.
The school’s cheerleaders are
practicing and doing other activi-
tiesthroughout the summer.

Head coach Lynn Carpenter
said 17 cheerleaders are prepar-
ing for next year.

They are seniors Jada Koenig
and Hannah Zimmerman; juniors
TishaBieker, KristinCox, Kaylie
Dugger, Angela Rasmussen,
Brandi Stupka, RashaunWilson;
sophomores Liz Barnes, Bailey
Brown, Amy Davis, Rebecca
Howard, Malory McKee; fresh-
men Heather Binder, Ariel Coon,
Laura Schmid and Kayla Will-
iams.

CoachesareCarpenter andas-
sistantsJulieBarnesandAmanda
Kidder.

“They’'repracticingthreedays
every week,” Carpenter said.
They are practicing on Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday of ev-
ery week through June and hope
to goto cheerleading camp June
27-30, andwill continueto prac-
ticethrough July.

Chee

leaders getting early
start on fall season

The girls are doing a super job this
summer. | am really pleased with their dedi-

cation and hard work.”

— Lynn Carpenter,
head cheerleading coach

Of the 17 cheerleaders on the
squad, there have been an average
of 10-14 girlsat each practice.

“Practice in the summer is not
mandatory,” shesaid. “Weencour-
agethemtocome. They’ recommit-
tedtodothis.”

Carpenter said 17 varsity cheer-
leadersis" awesome” becausethree
years ago, the school didn’t even
have asguad.

In the three years since, they
haven’t goneto camp but shewants
to change that this year. Thirteen
members of theteam will begoing
to camp, she said, the four-day
United Cheerleading Association
event at Bethany CollegeinLinds-
borg.

Carpenter said they will learn
more about jumps, cheer move-
ments, stunting, gameplanningand
|eadership development.

“The girls are doing a super job
thissummer,” shesaid.“l amreally
pleased with their dedication and
hard work.”

Thesgquadisgetting ready for the
first of its three fund raisers for
camp, whichwill cost about $3,000.

Thefirstisacarwashat9a.m.on
Saturday at McKee Inc. at 950
South RangeAve.

On Tuesday, June 21, squad
members will be car-hopping for
tips at Sonic, and the tips will be
matched by Sonic.

They are also holding a garage
saleat McKee'son June24 and 25.
Carpenter said members of the
community candonateitemsfor the
sde.

Anyonewishingtogiveitemsfor
thegaragesalecancall Carpenter at
460-53000r 460-6072 and arrange-
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Brandi Stupka, top, was held up by fellow Colby High School cheerleaders (left to right) Malory
McKee, Tisha Bieker,AngelaRasmussen, BaileyBrown Kristin Cox, Heather Binder, Laura Schmid
and Kaylee Dugger while practicing a stunt this morning at the high school. The cheerleaders are

mentswill bemadetopick upitems.  preparing for next fall as well as several activities this summer.

TISHA COX/Colby Free Press

Church makes final preparations to host bike riders

By Tisha Cox
Colby Free Press

Onceagain thisyear, Colby will
play hostto somevisitorsfrom back
east who aretraveling cross-coun-
try for agood cause.

The Colby United Methodist
Churchisopeningitsdoorson Sat-
urday, July 2 to about 28 bicyclists
ontheHabitat for Humanity “ Habi-

tat Bike Challenge.”

Carolyn May, the church’'s mis-
sionschairperson, said thecyclists
aretraveling across the country on
threedifferent routestoraisemoney
and awareness for Habitat for Hu-
manity. As they head for the West
Coast, they stay at local churches
and other establishments.

Thisisthe church’sthird year to

host the group, which is made up
mainly of Connecticut college stu-
dents.

“These people are on the south-
ernroute,” shesaid, addingthey are
headed to San Francisco and will
probably meet their goal next
month. Each person ontheridehas
toraiseat least $4,000 beforebeing
ableto begin.

Westward Ho!

JAN KATZ ACKERMAN/Colby Free Press

Hoxie resident Ralph Carder rode a one day stint with family members and friends of Robert
“Mustang Bob” Green of San Antonio, Texas, as they made their way through Hoxie this morn-
ing as part of their ride to finish the Old West Cattle Trail. Green’s 14-year-old granddaughter,
Brittany Key, left, rides next to her grandpa to help direct traffic around the two covered wagons.
In the front wagon was Kelly Boesen, and his young grandson, Gavin Manning, not pictured.
Ray Kurtz drove the second wagon which carried Carder. Key said last fall the group traveled
from Bandara, Texas to Dodge City, and this year’s ride started in Dodge City on June 8 and
will finish in Ogallala, Neb. on June 27.

Thechurchwill givethemaplace
tosleepaswell asprovidetranspor-
tationaroundtownandinformation
on the location of various places,
includingthelibrary, movietheater,
stores and restaurants, and any-
where el sethe group would like to
go.

Membersof themissioncommit-
teeand other volunteershel p out to

maketheir stay pleasant.

May saidthecyclistsonlinejour-
nals of their travels and several
mention Colby, including aFourth
of July stay in the community two
yearsago.

“Alot of themhavenever beento
Kansas,” she said, so they write
aboutit, aswell ashowtheir percep-
tions have changed since going

through the state for thefirst time.

May saidit’sat least thesixthyear
the church has been involved with
theride, butit’sinvolved with Habi-
tat for Humanity in other ways as
well, besides their support of the
group whileit’sintown.

“It's (Habitat for Humanity) is
oneof theministriesof thechurch,”
shesaid.

Farmer-elected committee
needs candidate to fill seat

By Patty Decker
Free Press Editor

The Thomas County Farm Ser-
vice Agency committeeis seeking
nominationsto fill one of the posi-
tions open on this farmer-el ected
group, official swiththeagency said
on Wednesday.

Nominations are sought to re-
placeMatt Ziegelmeier, Gem, who
has reached the end of hiséeligibil-
ity having servedthreeconsecutive
termsin the local administrative
areal, whichislocated in the east-
ern one-third of Thomas County,
said Ross Sl oan, executivedirector.

Tobegintheel ection process, he
said, local farmers must nominate
candidates to run for a seat on the
county committee.

“The county committee system
has been around since the 1930s,”
hesaid, “and representsgrassroots
democracy at itsbest.”

Inadditionto Ziegelmeier’sseat
inareal, there aretwo other areas
that completethecommittee. Inthe
local administrative area 2, Craig
Reed, Colby, hastwo yearsleft on
his three-year term and in area 3,
Raobert Schroeder Jr., hasoneyear

Sponsors sought for county fair 4-H trophies

By Patty Decker
Free Press Editor

With the Thomas County Fair
right around the corner, the exten-
sion office is looking for trophy
sponsors for the many 4-H exhib-
its— crops, livestock, arts, cook-
ing, sewing and more, said Jan
Poore, with the extension officein
Colby.

As part of the drive to secure
money for trophies, the extension
office is appealing to businesses
and organizations to consider as-
sisting inthisproject.

“Trophies are only given to the
grand champion

LY
and reserve
championin all \;}N
theprojectswith P s

the projected | #.
cost of each tro- E'j : lﬁ‘%
phy at $8,” she | " =
said. E

“All sponsors
will be thanked g

through an ad-

vertisement pu-
blished in the
Colby FreePressfollowingthefair,

4-Htrophy

along with their names being
printedin next year’sfair book and
aso listed at the 4-H building and
livestock arena.”

Inaddition, thisyear’sfair marks
the 100th year of Kansas 4-H with
events at the fair celebrating this
milestone, she said.

As part of Centennial activities,
theextension officeisalsowanting
to buy every 4-H member aT-shirt
commemoratingtheorganization’s
100th birthday and wear at thefair.

Oncethetrophy ordershavebeen
filled, then any money left over

would be used to buy the shirts.

For those wanting to donate to
trophies and/or the T-shirts, the
Thomas County Extension office
can either e-mail aform or stop by
their office, 350 S. Range, Suite 16,
Colby, or call (785) 460-4582 to
reguest information.

Payments must be received in
their office no later than Friday,
July 1.

“Wewould like to thank every-
onefor their timeand past support
of the 4-H program in Thomas
County,” Poore said.

left to serve.

“These three members make up
thefarmer-el ected county commit-
tee for the Thomas County Farm
ServiceAgency,” Sloan said.

Aselected members of the com-
mittee, thesemenarethegoverning
body of thelocal farmersand decide
on how federal farm programs are
implemented here.

“They use their judgment and
knowledge to make decisions that
shapenational programstofitlocal
needs,” hesaid.

In Thomas County, thelocal ad-
ministrative areas are divided into
three parts, each of whichisrepre-
sented by aseat onthe committee.

Thetermsfor theseelected com-
mittee members is staggered so
eachyearlocal producersvotetofill
at least one vacancy, he said.

Sloanalsoexplainedthat thereis
a minority representative on the
committee.

“Since we do not have any wo-
men as elected committee mem-
bers, Mary Bowmanfrom Brewster
isour advisor,” Sloan said.

Those €eligible to be nominated
include farm owners, operators,

tenantsand sharecropperswho are
of legal voting age and eligible tc
participate in any Farm Service
Agency program.

Nominationscan comefromany
of thoseaforementioned or acandi-
date can nominate himself, Sloan
said. The nomination forms are
availableat theFarm ServiceAgen-
cy office, 915 E. Walnut or online
at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/
publications/elections/

“Nominees must sign the form,
indicating that they are willing to
servethethree-year term and com-
pleted formsmust bepostmarked or
returnedtotheagency officeby the
closeof businesson Monday, Aug.
1, 2005.

The actual election is done by
mail withballotssenttoall eligible
votersin the local administrative
area beginning on Friday, Nov. 4.
The final date to complete ballots
for this election will be Monday,
Dec. 5, 2005.

For questions about the election
process or other general informa-
tion, call the Farm Service Agency
at (785) 462-7671 or e-mail Sloan
at: Ross.sloan@ks.usda.gov
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