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Opinion

Monday’s
Salute
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VChester Andregg — oldest graduate present at the recent
Menlo Alumni Reunion — at the age of 94!

Thumbs

VWinona Community — onyour school being nominated
for approval asaKansasHistoric Site.

Jim Engel —onyour new positionasThomasCounty emer-
gency management director.

VL auren Dempewolf, Col by kindergartner —for being se-
lected to have your artwork appear in the 2006 “Don’t Spoil
It!” statewide calendar.

VMir| Bar nett —for thesuper jobin preparing the Rexford
cemetery for Memorial Day.

VBarbara Gilley Hoover — formerly of Brewster, on the
honor accorded while receiving your nursing pin during cer-
emoniesat theBeach/Schmidt PerformingArtsCenter at Fort
Hays State University.

VJim Griffin — Colby American L egion Commander, for
the fine message delivered at the Memorial Day service at
Beulah Cemetery.

VK ar| Pratt — onbeing sel ected to singin Europethissum-
mer.

VBrewster — onthevery successful All-School/Five-Year
Reunion!

To submit aname, namesor group for considerationinthis
column, pleasee-mail td@nwkansas.com, call 462-3963, fax
462-7749 or drop by the office at 155 W, 5th, Colby. Thanks
for your input. - td

Where to write, call

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 2443 Rayburn House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715 or Fax 202/225-5124

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building,
303 SW 10th St. Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-
7676 e mail: jmorriso@ink.org web: www.ink.org/
public/legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer, State Capitol, 300 SW
10th St., Rm. 128-S., Topeka, Kan. 66612, 785/296-
7399 ostmeyer @senate.state.ks.us
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We may have It too good

OnMemoria Day, | watched atwo-hour docu-
mentary on the history of the Green Berets. It
detailedthehistory of theArmy’sSpecial Forces
from before World War 11 to the present day, its
evolution, training and what the future might
hold.

At the end, what one former special forces
soldier hadtosay finally mademetakeanew | ook
at U.S. involvement in Irag. He said the job of
special forcesiscountry building, humanitarian
aide and more, that they arethe best, first diplo-
mats the country hasto send to other nations.

If that’ sthecase, | wouldrather peopleincoun-
tries that need help meet our soldiers who are
doing the job they trained and volunteered for
rather than dealing with the political side of di-
plomacy.

All of that got meto thinking, and considering
itwasMemoria Day, | started tothink about free-
dom and even reassessed my opinion on a cur-
rent event.

Getting involved in Irag wasn't a mistake. It
would have happened sooner or later. But what |
still havetroublewithishow, but of course, that’s
all moot now also.

Themorel look around, themorel realizehow
incredibly easy we have it asAmericans. Even
when somebody ishaving aroughtimeof it, it’s
not asbad asit could be.

Actualy,it’salmost absurdif anyonetakesthe
timeto think about it.

Other countriesstill don’'t havetherightsand
freedomswedo.

Only now are things starting to change for
women in some partsof theworld. After thefall
of the Taliban in Afghanistan, the burkas came
off and women are finally free to resume their
careersandyounggirlshavethechancetoget an

A few days ago, | had achanceto speak to a
young manwhoisabout todeploy tolragfor the
third timein his short enlistment. His attitude
might best be described asresignation.

Much of the story hetold mereminded me of
the early days of my own career. When | joined
the Navy in 1980, Vietnam was more than a
memory; it was a personal experience to the
majority of career military people.

Therearenot enoughtroopswhichhascreated
discipline and moral problems. Even drug use
is not enough to warrant a discharge in many
cases, simply because they need the troops.

Twenty-fiveyearsago, thesituationwasmuch
the same, but one statement really brought the
similarity home. Hesaid, “ They’ regoingtohave
to start the draft.”

Of course, the draft is political suicide for
anyone who mentionsiit, with the possible ex-
ception of afew grandstanding Housemembers
who wound up voting against it when the lead-
ership surprisedthemandbrought it tothefloor.

Suchabelief, however, bringshomethemost
vital shortage in our military today — volun-
teers. The typical military complaints about
bureaucratic idiocy are magnified by stop-loss
orders and extended deployments, but thereis
al sothenagging question— doesanyonecare?

Theproblemisnot about whether wedisagree
withthewar, or eventhepresident. Thisisabout
enjoyingthebounty of thiscountry without giv-
ing anything back. It isabout middle-aged Na-
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education and live livesfree of oppression.

Cultura andreligionsrestrictionsstill remain,
but not the vice grip the Taliban exerted.

Our freedomisnot hard to justify when one
considers the sacrifices made to keep it intact.
Freedom hasn’t evolved andthepricethat’spaid
to keep it hasn’t changed, but what hasis the
attitude, | think.

It's not something to be taken for granted.
Ever. Especially inlight of whatisgoingonin
Iraq and changes el sewhere in the world when
it comesto civil liberties, oppression and reli-
giousfreedom.

Religious fundamentalism is an ongoing
threatinlragand other countries, and not justin
placeswherelslam isthe dominant religion.

Thosearen'ttheonly problems. Bigger issues
areNorthKoreaand possibly Iran, whicharen’t
justthreatsto anyone’ sfreedom but al so human
life.

And along with those, come humanitarian
crises. Liberationisthefirst step, democracy can
come in the second and third worlds but more
importantly, basic human needs need to be ad-
dressedfirst.

And as part of itswork in Iraqg and Afghani-
stan, American military forcesare hel ping with
such efforts. But thosecountriesaren’t theonly
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tional Guardsmenwithfamiliesservinginliraq
simply becausethereisno oneto replacethem.

Wecanmakeall theargumentswewant about
the make-up of our forces being designed for
another worldwar andthetransfer of many jobs
to the Reserve and Guard now known to be
needed among theregulars.

Many of those arguments would, in fact, be
true. Most of the Navy Construction Battalion
troopsinlragarereservistssmply becausemost
Seabees, asthey arecalled, arereservists.

None of that negates the fact that stop-loss
orders, which keep people in beyond their en-
listments or even past retirement dates, areis-
sued not because of the make-up of forces, but
because there are not enough replacements.

Warisnotagloriousthing. Itissick, ugly and
frightening. It is not for the weak, either men-
tally or physically. It is also, unfortunately,
something human kind hasfound necessary for
thevast majority of recorded history.

Our country isin afight for itslife. | am not

placeswhere help is needed.

Africaisaperfect example. Poverty isram-
pant.

People are using land that was never meant
for agriculturetotry to grow cropsjust to sub-
sist. They'redriventokill wildlife, everything
frombaboonsto el ephants, just to havefoodto
eat.

Moredisturbing is not having accessto ad-
equate health care, even immunizations that
cost only afew cents elsewhere in the worlo
aren't available.

HIV and AIDScontinuetokill hundredsanc
cases among women are agrowing problem.

I’ m not saying everyone hasto volunteer or
givemoney. I’ m not advocating sending mili-
tary aide. And not everyonehastheconscience
to makeadifference.

Butignoranceisnot achoiceinsuchmatters.

Disasters can’t be ignored. Turning ablinc
eyeto death and suffering is unconscionable.

Evensaying“It can't happentous’ isn't an
option anymore.

Thewar onterrorismbecamegl obal because
of an act on American soil.

I’ mjust saying asAmericans, asawhol e, we
have the chance to make a difference, just by
virtue of being American. It'snot everything,
butit’'sastart.

And before people try to turn away from
problemsin therest of the world, maybe they
need to stop and consider that onceour forefa-
therswere in the same boat as other devel op-
ing countries aretoday.

*kkk*x

Tisha Coxisageneral assignment reporter/
photographer for the Free Press. Her column
appearson Mondays. tcox@nwkansas.com.

sonaiveastothink that wemust remakelraginto
a utopian democracy to have won, but | know
this; our enemies see the unwillingness of our
peopleto fight for our country and they are en-
couraged.

They seeusharbecueonMemorial Day, shoot
fireworksonIndependence Day andliveinwhat
would beunimaginableluxury inmany of their
own countries. Then they see us balk when it
comestimeto pay thebill for such luxuriesanc
they come to a simple conclusion — that we
havebecomeweak and do not havethe stomach
for afight.

They seeour modern anti-heroes, who seethe
worldinvariousshadesof gray andthey assume
wehaveno senseof morality andwill therefore
fold up when our safety isthreatened.

Patriotismismorethan fidgeting through the
national anthem at asporting event. Patriotism
reguiressacrifice. Thosewho havegonebefore
bear themarksof their sacrifice — in body and
mind. Sixty-four years ago, another country
thought therewereno morepatriotsinAmerica.
They had badly misjudged us.

Our enemies today see our enlistment num-
bersand think the samething.

| hopethey arenot right thistime.

Jay Kelleyisalocal minister and writer who
speakshismind fromtimetotime. Hise-mail is
jkelley@st-tel .net. Heisamember of the Col by
Free PressWriter’s Club.
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